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TrHe FIRST CHADTER. 


The Inwocation of the Omnipotent God 
forthe amendemwent of his life. 


4 Lonn my God! 
I beſtowe vpon my 
A Y hart, that I may de- 
& fare thee ; that by 
FJ dcliringe thee , I 
may ſceke thee ; 


that, by ſeckinge 


| thee, I mayfindethce; that by fin- 
* dinge thee, 1 may louc thee; thar by 


loucing thee, I may be freed from a 


» my inns; andthat once 4, freed, 


2 The Meditations 
I may.retaurne to them.noe more. 
 O Lord my God! grant repentance 
ro-my hart, contrition to my ſpirit, 
a fountaine of rears to mine eyes, 
'ard liberaliry in giueinge- almes to 
my hands. O my King ! extinguiſh 
all deſires of ſenſe, and kindle the 
fire-of thy lone im me. O thou my 
Redeemer, driue away the fpirit.of 
ptide; and grant-me, zhroagh thy 
mercy, the treaſure of thy kumility, 
O thou, my Saviour! remoue from 


me the fury of avger, and vouch- 


fafe me (of thy grace) the ſheild of 
paticnce. O Yo Creator! take 
all/rancor from'me-'; and through 
thy meekenes}, inrich. me with a 
fweerc, and gentle minde. Beſtowe 
onine,d moſt mercitull Father. aſo- 
lide faith, a conucnient hope, and a 


continuall charity! O'thou my Di- | 
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xectour | remoue vanity from me, 
and inconſtarcy of Bike , and vo - 
ſerlednes of body , and {currilicy of 
ſpeach, and pride ot eyes, aud glut- 
- tony of dier, and the offence. of my 
neighbours, ang.the wickednes'of 
derraftions; and the irchrotcurioht- 


ty,andrhedchre of riches, and the 


f 


| 
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of S. Auguſtine. 3 
oppreſſion, which 1s impoſed by the 
mighty, and the apperice of yayne 
glory, andthe miſcheife of hipocri- 
{y,and the poyſon of flattery, and 
the contempr of the poore, and the 

oppreſlion of the weake, and the 

'  -biceinge of couetouſines, and the 
{ * ruſt of cnuy , andthe death of blaſ- 

_- phemy. 

Cutt away from me, O thou who 

art my maker! all yngodly remerity, 
pertinacy, vnquierneſle, idlenes, fle- 
| | pineſle, flothe, dulines of minde, 
F blindnefſe of hart ,ſtiffnes of opin1o, 
| harshneſfſe of conuerſation, diſobe- 
dienceto vertu, and oppoſition to 

, - Food aduiſe, vnbridlednefle of 
MW _ , opprefion of the. poore, 
4 violence of the riche, ſlander of the 
1 innocent , ſharpneſle rowards my 
| fſeruants, ill cxample towards myne 
acquaintance , and hard hartednes 
towards my neighbours. O my God! 
and my mercy, 1 beſcech thee, by 
thy beloued Sonne , grant that I 
may performethe workes of mercy, 
and pitry; ſufferinge withthe afflic- 
red, adniſipg ſuch as err, ſuccurrin- 
ge ſuch as arc Went" ſupplying 
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va re pen iaoon 


ng! {0091 woos per- 
Freyton ſuch asdoe me wronge , lo- 
ucingethem, whore me, rEdringe 
ood for euell , diſpiſcing none, but 
onouringe all, imitating the good, 
eakeing heed 'of the bade, imbra- 
ccing yertue, reieQtinge vice, ha- 
1cinge-paticnce 'in aduerfity , and 


I r Some __—_ ; and, that, 
Upon 


Leary and 


inge the doore of s, I may 
| on ares rh ire" 


lpm) ge 


I! 1c men d thou who, o haſt fra- 
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me.[c6feſſe thatnor onely theſe gra- 
ces:which ] ha ue begged,are not due 
rome, bur rather many, & moſt ex- 


quiſite tormers. Yer doth the exam- 

ple of the Prblicazes, and Harlottr, 
- & murthering theeges, give my hare; 
' who beinge ſuddenly drawne our of 
. the very 1awes of the enimy, hane. 
| beene-imbraced, in the bofbjad of 


the good sbeepheard. And thou,0 God, 
the Creator of all things, though in 


all thywotkes thou beadmirable,yer 


we beleive thee tobe fo mnch more, 


inthe workes of mercy. Wherupon 


thou faidſt, by acertaine ſervant of 


' thine, His mercyes are oner all his wor- 


tes.) And we doe confidently hope, 
that irwas, aSif thou hadeſt ſpoken 
ir of enery one of vs in particuler, 
when thou %idſt thag exprefle thy 
ſclfe ſaying, of the whole people : 


Bur I will not remone 'mercy from it, 


. For thou defpileſt noe man, thou 


reiedteft roe man', thon abhorreſt 


. noe man, vnlcfle perhaps it be fome 
_ one, who is ſo made as ro abhorr 


hee.When therefore thowarr angry 4 
FS OO 2 8 "Wes op" 2 gd £ 
nou dofte not onely nor trike » bur 


thou imparteſt bleſſeings to them. 
who are prouokeinge thee; if yer , 
they be content ro giue ouer. 
Othou, my God! the very borne of 
my ſaluation and my opholder , 1 wrer- 
ched creature, haue_offended thee: 
I haue done wickedly in thy fight: 
I have deſerued thy wrathe : I have 
proucked thy fury ; I haue finned, 
 andrhou haſt ſuffred me ; I have of- 
fended; and thon yer endureſt me.. 
If I repent , thou perdoneſt ; if Þ 
certurne, thou recetueſt, nay more. 
z2n this , whileſt I am 7 Geeyaig 
thou expeReſt me. Thou doſt redu- 
ce me when I err : thou inviteſtme- 
when I reſifte : thou ſaieſt for me: 
whenT am dull: thou imbraccſt me 
when I retucne: Thou reacheſt me- 
when 1 am ignorant:- thou. cherri- 
fheſt me when. I ar afflifted : chow 
raiſcſt me while ſt Lfall.: chou reſts- 
reſt me when Lamfallen: chou giueſb 
me whn I aske: thou art Sand: 
when I fecke ; and thou opencſt 
 whenl knock. 
O Lord, the God of my faluatis!. 
behold; I know not what may al- 
ledge: Iknow notwhat ro anfwearcy 


*3 if 
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thatwhich thou threatneſt ; and re- 


#0; #S.% | 
£e,n0rnoc hole to re- 

ſhowed me rhe way of liuinge 
thou haſt given me kno- 


well; and 


 wele ze how co condutt my. (ele 3- 
- thou haſte threarndd me with the: 
feare of hell; thou haſte allured me 

_ with-the hope of rhe glory of hea- 
_ vue Andnew, O Father of mere yes v. 


© God of all conſolation , ſtrike through: 


my very flech with thy ſeare ; tothe” 
tby caution, I may auoide- 


ſore to! me the ioy of thy ſauing 
grace , that by a&ts.of loue, I may 
obreyne thar which thou promi- 


4 F 
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OLord! my ſtrength, and my form- 


dation,my God, my refuge, & my 


deliverer, inſpire me with what 'b 
oughr to hinke -of thee; trach me 
with what words I ſhould: inuoke: 
thee ; impart the power of perfor- 
meinge thole workes, wherby I may- 
pleaſe thee. 1 know there is one-.- 


thing, wherby thou art appealed, & 


an other. which thou art nor wonr 

0. eſpiſe« For an afflitted ſoule , is as 

acrifice 16 thee: and thou vous blafefk 
"OT... A ib 


Es 
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- - O my God, and my helper!inrich | 
me, Fbeſeech thee with theſe guifts; 


defend me againſt mine enemy by 
theſe graces; _ this refreſhinge 
ſenſualiryes, and1etr this refuge be 
open ro me ,againſttheimportuniry 
of all inordinare defires. O Lord 
the: ſtrength"of my faluarion;, doe 
nor permirtmnc. tobe of them , who' 
belewe in thee for a ſeaſon ; but inthe ty- 
me of temptation departe frons thee. O- 
weribad.w this head of mine , in the day 
of battell. O'thou whoart my hope 
in the tyme of affliftion , and my {a- 
ucing health in theryme”of cribula- 
tion. Bchold, 6 Lord ! © thou my 
light, and my faluation! I haue beg- 


ged choke things of thee which I. . 


neede: 1 hauc intimated thoſe things 
which I apprehend and feare, tay 
conſcience fills me with remorſe, 
the ſecrerts of my hartreprooue me, 
and thatwhichloue gathereth roge- 


ther , feare ſcarrereth ; 'and that 
which zeale mones me too, diſtruſt 


drawcsme from. My fians, giue.me 


== oo TTY LE” Wo --v 
# 


ike” So - WI, Oc: 


—_— 


m0. HY SY Y 07S GU EO Yo WE: ol 


recrour; burthy pitty putts me into# 
hope 3 thy bounty, exhorts me, 


_ deing themſeluesromy memory , 8 | 


- mcipg roo farr, 


The complainte ofa marwho ts nerllcaed 


_ TOr in fine, when a mantis wor- 


 niſhmenr is due , what raſh bold- 
nes is it for him, to expett glo-+ 


his offence, 
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though mync owne malignity ho!d 


truth, the images, and repreſenta- 
tions of my old finns, be ſtill obrru- 


they hold me downe from prefu-' 


Wn EY ras M 


* 1» diſobedience. 


thy of hate, with wharface ſhall 


he defire favour? To whome pu- 


ry? He prouoketh;his Iudge, who, 
inſtcad of giucinge fatisfation for 
rnd: to be honored 


TY 


afuite. Andrhatill mannerd ſonne, 
wouldexaſperate the render hare of 
his fachewho hauinge reproache d 
thefame father, should preſume ro 
vſurpe the inhe1itance, before he 
had diſpoſed himſelf to pennance. 
What is that, ©-my deare Father 
whichIremember'myſelfe to hane 
done"! I hane'deferued death , and 
yet T aske life. 1 hate offended my 
ſouuer ton Kinge , Whoſe aide I 
doe yet thus impudently implore. 1 
kauedeſpiſed my Tudgewhome thus 
rashly,I defire to be my helper. Moſt 
infolcnty haue1refuſed, ſo much as 
ro harkento my Father, and yernow 
I am preſumeinge, to defire that he 
will become my tutor. Woc be vn- 
rome, howlaredoel come : woebe 
to me how flack am 1 in makeing 
haſte ; woe be to me, who am run- 
ninge ſtill, afrer fresh wounds, nor 
youchſafeinge; when Iam well, to 
preuentthe pearcinge of new arro- 
wes. I haue negle@ed to forſce the 
ey came ;-burt now 
my death at hand, I 
Frrouble.-I then added 
wounds, when I feared 
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nor, to add crimes to crimes, My» 

ancient ſcatrs,l haue broke through. 

_ vithnew violence and my late inz- 

' quities, haue correſponded with my 

* avcient firms; and+ that which thy” 
diuinc phitiek- had cured, and clo-- 
ſed; the itch of my frenſy;, hath: 0- 

_ Þened,. and refolued; The skinn- 

_ which being drawen ouer my wolids: 
didconceale my infirmity, karh pu- 
erified þy the breaking our of filthy 
blood; whileſt that iniquity which 
I repeated, did cuacuate the mercy” 

_ Which thou hadſt granteſt. For .I- 

| well know, how: iris writren : /n 
; what hower ſoener:the inſt man thall £2ch, 


ys 


finn , all his inſtice-shalbe forgotten. And'3-& 18 
now if the tuſtice 6% fn EE 


Shalbe forgotten when he falls, how: 
much more $hall the pennance of a. 
| finnes be forgotten, if hereturne a- 
| | gainerocomitt thoſe ſinns? How of- 
zen, like adage, haze 1 retuined to my 
| vomitt , par, 2x a ſowe , hbaue 1 weltred 
| agaive , inthe mire ? I may wel confel- 


12 The Meditations 
cd; who had no minde toit? 1 ha- 


red ro ſuch as deſired. 
rhow many haue I laide a ſnare, 
hc were alread in the right way? 
who ſought that way, 
apitr, and 40 the 
Es __ the 
I feared not 

them our of ny: minde. Bur 


| haue conſe 


«ge of the Tanker 


God, the Lord of Gods, Wa 
areeo hard forthe malice _ 


:d ſuch-as reſiſted; and 1 
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(0 ry or metre ougrrg ref 
| earth, at fc , As wilt indge 
_ thypeople. And behold all my nor. 
© ries Shalbe diſcoucred-then, before 

ſo-many thoufands 1&f nations; and 
all my greinous cr 
deeds, bur every words , and' very 
thouhrs chemfehues, 'shalbe manife- 
_  ſted, toſo many legions of An 
; Before ſo many iudges5hallI, 


men , who hauefarr ourſtripped me 
in good workes. By fo _ reproo- 
fes, 'shall Ibe confounded, as they 
haue giuen meexamples of good li- 
fe. Andby ſo many witneſſes shall I 

| beconuinced, as they haue taughr 
me by good ſpeeches”; and inſtru- 

| . Redmetowardan imitatiq of rhem, 
; by their good examples.O my Lord, 
Ican lights vponnotbinge which I 

may ſay; nothing doth occurt which 


Ican anfwere, And now, whileſt I 


' amy ſubic@ ro this sharp triall, m 
| conſcience racksme; the ſecrets, 
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are. I know tharthou - 


es, nor onely 


gets | 
elo- 
lace creature, ſtand ; as there wilbe_ 
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my hart rorment me , couetouſneiſe 
ſtreightens me, pride accuſes me, cn- 
uy conſumes me, concupiſcence in- 
flames me, luſt importunes me, glut- 
rony dishonersme, cbriety oucrco- 
mes me, detradction- tears me, ambi- 
tion ſupplants me, greedineſſe dil- 
quiersme, dilcordsfcarrers me, an- 
is diſturbes m&mirch diſſolues me,. 

cauineſſe opprefſeth me, hypocri- 


» 


y. deceiues me, flattery alters we, 
auour cxalts me , & ſlaunder wolids: 
me. Bchold 5 chow, who art my deli- 

'werer fi omtheſe feirce nations) behold 
whothey. be, whome I hauc liucd' 
with all, from che oi = of my 
birth ; whome I have obſerued, and: 
ro whome I haue dedicared my ſcife; 
Theſe yery imployments which I 
loued, condemn me ; they which I 
praiſed, dichonoted me. Theſe.are 

thoſe frends with whome 1 did ſo 
carefully comply ;- thoſe Maifters, 
whole direRion I followed ; thoſe 
Eords whome 1 haus ſerueg; thoſe 

Counlallers whome I hauec beles- 
ued, thoſe citzens with whomel ha» * 
ue dwelt ; & thoſe domeſticks, who- 
me I haueconſentedroo. Wo is me; 
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' , - © my King, an my God, that my ha- Pat. 
” | 7 biration here, isſo much prolonged. Woe''*9- | 

\* isme! O thou lighr of mine eyes, | 
| that Thane dwelt amongſt the inhabi- | 
tarsof Cedar.And if holy Dautdcould Pſal. { 
| lay that he had dwelt much with them, '4* | 


how much more, may I wretched 

| _ creature ſay (Othoumy God, and 

' my ſtrong fondation) that my ſowle 

bath dwelt tromnch with them ; for in 

| i; J, fight , noe man lintinge can be inſti- 
ed. 


warms ai ble Ret x rat 


My hopeis not repoſedin the ſon- 
nes of men, for if x fos iudoe them 
_ (whenthy mercy is laidea hlewho- 
me wilt thou 4a able to'findeiuſt? 
Andif thou preuent notthe wicked 
| manbys$howeing mercy? thou wilc 
:  notfindeany good man, vpon who- 
| metobeſtowethy glory, Forl belee- 
/*, ue{Othowu who art my ſfaluation) 
| that which Ihauebeenetold; tharir 
| isthy mercy which bringerh me to 
_* pennance. Thoſe lipps of thy mouth 
| more {weete then Nettar,haue foun- 
ded forth theſe words : Noe man can pay, 
Cone tome, wnles my Father who ſent, 
 me.drawebim. Becauſe therfor thou 
 haſteinſteufted me: becauſe by thar” 
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16 The Meditations 


inſtruRion, thou haſt mercifully 


framed me ; as now Tam; I doewith 
the moſtinward marrow of my ſow- 
le, and with all poſſible ftrife of my 
hart, inuoke has, 0 Omniporent 
Father, with thy moſt beloued Sor- 
ne ;and thee, omoſt freete Sonne, 
with the moſt excellent ſouucraigne 
Holy Spirit, that thow wilt dr«we me 
rewards thee , andthat ſo I may runs af- 


rerthe 4 good of thy pretions odours: 


and that I may doc itmoſt deately. 
Ky IT "<= gR 
The Father is inuoked bythe Sonne. 


gens thee, © my God ?I inuo- 
thee, becanſe thou art preſent , to 


all ſuch as call vpon thee, in the way of 


rrath : for thou art Truth. Teach 
me, © holy Trarh , by thy mercy, 
how may inuokethee, in thee, be- 
cauſe l know not how that muſt be 
done; and therefore I doe muſt ha- 
bly begg of thee, ro be raught by 
thee. For to be wile without thee, 
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| 7 e's pane et and whome 
_rhou inſtruQeſt in thy 
hap} y. Ideliretoituokethee, and 
| IHbeſeechthee, tharit may be in all 


Ipeo play lafoole 5 bi ur to knowe' 
rfeAly to be wiſe. Teach 
dome, and inſtruft 
1 belecue that he 


lawe, shalbe 


Truth, What isit to call vpon Truth, 


in Truth, burtocall. vponthe Father 
inhis 5 Sowne : Thy (peach therfore, 6. 


ther, is Truth, and: Truth is: 


the beginninge of thy words. For 
_ this, isthe beginninge of thy words; 


that Inthe beginning the word. In 


the very bepinningdde Iadore thee, 
whoarr Fn rms ſupreame be- 


_ ginninge. 'In' that ' very worde of 
Trath, doe T allo ' inuoke thee, 6 


perfe@& Truth, in which word I be- 
{eechthee, who art that-very 771- 


- the, thatthouwill dire&, andteach- 


me thar Tr#th. For whar is' more 


 delightfull, then roinnoke the' Fa- 

ther, nthename of his onely begor- 
- tet Soxne ; ro induce the Father to 
| mercy 
E Sonne) & ro mollify the Kings hart 


, by the remembrance of his 


s deareſt Sonne” 
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may-confeſſero 


'þis-priſon, thar- Þ 
thy-name. Ibcſcech. 
thee, by tharonely begotten Sonne- 
of thine,who is coeternail withrthee;. 
thacthou wile diſcharge. me, from 
thele ferrers of my firms ;andthat by 
che interpellation of thy moſt pre- 
tous iſſue, who'is friing at thy right 
hand ; chou wilr, of thy goodbes, re- 
ftore me ro life who ja my great 
demerrics am' threatned- with the 
ſentence of death; For 1 knowe nor 
whac other incerceior I should be 
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", ableto vſerowards thee, 
6 bor <p neon or our finns, and who Rom.8 


| fire which 5s wholly, 


b K 


ftrteth at thy right hand pleadinge for 
vi. Behold, 8 God the ms him 
who is my aduocate withrthee, Bee 
hold that ſupreame Bishop, who 
haſt noe need robe expiated by any 
others blood, bur is reſplendent in 
being bathed, and iffibrued with his 
owne. Bcholde hefe the holy Saeri-. 
» perfett, and wel 
pleaſing ; & which i: offered in the odowr 
of ſweernes, 8& (o accepted: Behold the 
lamb without ſpott , who i« ſilent before 


' the-thearrer; and who being beaten 


vpouthe face with blowes, and'/de- 
filed with fpittle, and reproached 
with ſcorne, did nor yet ſo- much as: 
open his mouth.. Beholde , he who! 
neuer committed finn, hath borne 


- our inns; andby his owne =_ 8& 


rorment, hath curcd,our diſorders, 


an diſcaſes. 


but him who Toan.r. 
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Ca vL 


Heer man repreſenteth the Paſtion of 
the Sonne to the Father. 


of Eholde deare Farther, thy moſt 
holy Some , who hath fuffered | 
fach bicrer thingsfor me. Behold 6 
moſt Clement Kinge, who it is thar 
ſuffers, and remember with mercy, 
for whome he ſuffers. Is not he, @ | 
my Lord, that innocent perſon. who 
beinge thine one Sonne,was deliue- 
red by thee,to the end tharhe mighr 
redeeme thy flaue ? Is not hethe au- 
thor of life, who yet is carried the a | 
sheepe to ſlanghrer; and beinge made obe= | 
dient to thee , did not feareto undergoe a | 
death, which was moſt hydcoufly 
greiuovs:Callro minde, 6thouwho {| 
art the diſpenfor of all faluation,thar 
this is, that very he, whome al- 
rhough rhou didfſt begetr , out of 
chyne owne ſubſtance, and ſtrength; 
thou didit yer ordeyne_ him to be 
partaker of our infirmity. Yea this 
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that nature aſcended vp tothe tree of 


 intheflesh, whick it aflutned. Send 
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| Lawe. See how they are faſtned, 


of $. Auguſtine, 
indeed is that Deity of chyne, which 
apparayled it ſelfe with my natare, & 


the Croſſe, & endured bitter torment 


downe , © Lord my God, theeyes of 
thy Maieſty, vpon this worke of thy 
vnſpcakable picty. Behold thy ſwee- 
te Sonne, beinge ſtretched out from 
headrofoote. Beholderthoſcinno- 
cent hands, all diſtillinge with his 
pretious blood, in great abundance: 
and thou beinge once appeaſed, for- 
yu the wickednes which my hands 
auce wrought, Conſider that dif- 
armed fide of his , which is pear- 
ced bythe pointe ofa cruelt Launce; 
andrenue me inthatſacred{pringe, 
which I belceuve to haue flowed 
downe- from thence. Caſt an eye 
cowards thoſe immaculate feete of v5 
his, which newer ſtood in the way of ſin- p /al.2. *q 
ners, but did alwayes walke in thy ' 


with cruell nailes, and doe thow perfett 
my paces inthy pathe wayes, and mer- 
cifully make me hate all wayes of wic- 
kednes. Remoue the way of iniquity 
from me, and of thy goodnes, wake 


an The /Aeditations 
me chooſe the way of truthe. I be- 
ſcecherthee, © Kinge of Saynts, by 
this Redeemer of mine , that thou 
wilt make me runn with ſpeed through 
the way of thy Commandements, that 
{01 may be vnited co. himin fpirite, 
who difdayned notto be veſted with 
my flesh. 
Doft thounot, © holy Father,ob- 
{crue how that moſt deere head of 
thy Sonne (he being yer bur in the 
flower of his yowth) is hanging 
downe vpon that neghgs which 1s 
as white as {nowe, and doth reſ{olue 
it ſelfe into a moſt pretious death? 
Bcholde, 6 thoumoſt mecke Crea- 
tor, the humanity of thy beloued 
Sonne; and take pitty vpon the 
_ weakenes of our frazle nature. That 
bare breſt of has , is lilly-pale; that 
fide is all read , and goared with 
blood ; thoſe bowells are withered, 
with being ſtretched out, thoſe ſweer 
bright eyes doc languish; thatuwpe- 
riall faceis all LGoDured ; thoſe 16 
andpracefullarmes,are growen if 
fe; thoſe marbell thighes are han- 
ging downe; and thoſe ſprings of 
that prctious blood, doc bedew, & 


- of S. A tine. 23 
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| OgleniousFarher the torne lymms | 
of chy moſt beloued Sonne; and in | 
h thy mercy , remember.that he car- kl 
t | ricth my-nature about hitn. Behold | 
+ - the punishment of that man ,whois 
h the Creator ; and releaſe the miſery ? 
- ofthat manwhowas created by him. ; 
)- Behold the punishment of the Re- 
ft deemer, id remitt and-pardon his f 
e | -offencewhoisredeemed. This is he, x 
g o my Lord, whome thou didſt tri- 'F 
ls  Kefor the ſinns of thy people, though he be , 
c ſtill that beloued, in whome thox art fo | 
? | well pleaſed. This is that innocenc f 
2- perſon, inwhome noe guile was found, fl 
d and yet he was eſteemed to be one of the 1 
= wicked, | | | 1 
0 os pros || 
1 | Cnuaprp. VIL | | 
t | Heer man acknowledgeth that himfeife | ! 
- | © byhis fonmes, is the cauſe of the Paſ- : 
5 [ fron of Chriſt our Lord. 
I- | VV T 7-Hart haſt thow commit- 
& JEL red}, 0 thou moſt ſweete i 
£ | | Creature,thatthou shouldct fo be 4 
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indged? What haſt thou committed, 
$ moſt amiable yonge man , thar 
chou shouldeſt be treated ſo? Whar is 
thy wickednes? What is thy cryme? 
what is the cauſe of thy death? What 
is the occaſion of thy condemnatis? 
ItisI,itis1, who am that wound, 
which putts thee to -— rr , and I 
am the cryms which kills thee : and 
F am the man who deſcrucd that 
deathwhich rhou endureſt. I am the 
wickednes, wherof reueng is taken 
ypon thee. Iam that ſorenes of thy 
Paſſion: 1amthelabour of rhy tor- 
ment. O admirablekinde of ſcnten- 
_ ce! Odiſpoftion of anvnſpeakable 
miſtery. The wicked man inns, and 
che iuft man is punished ; Theguilry 
perſon offends, and the innocent 
man bears theblowes ; the impious 
man errs,and the holy man is con- | 
demned. That which the wicked | 
man deſerues , the, holy man cndu- } 
res ; that which the flage borrowcs | 
his Lord pays; that which man co- 
mirts , God vndergoes. How lowe, 
© Sonne of God, how'lowe did thy , 
humility deſcend ? how highe' did | 
ahy.charity burne vp? bow farr 4 d 
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thy piety procee 
thy benignity extend? whether did 
thy lone aflpire? and where did thy 
compaſſion arrive? Forit is I, who 
haue done wickedly, and thou arr 
punished. I, who haue comitred the 
cryme, andthou art layd vpon the 
Racke. 1, grewe proude, and thou 
art humbled. I was puftcd vp, and 
thouartextenuared. I haue f £m” 
my ſelf difobedient, and thou being 
obedient, doſte anſweare for the 
pI dew to that diſobedicnce. I 

auc obeyed the temptation of glut- 
rony , and thou att halte conſumed, 
for lacke of meate. Diſtempered af- 
feftiondrewe me on a pace, to vn- 
lawfull concupiſcence; and perfe& 
charity was «As; , which led thee 
onto the Croſſe. I preſumed to doe 
that which was forbidden , thou 
didſt vndergoe torments. I am de- 
lighted with meate , thou arrt in la- 
bour vpon the Croſſe. lam fed with 


delight, thou arttorne with natles. I 


taſted the (weernes of the apple; thou 
the bitcernes of gall. Exc iaughs, & 


p/ | -congratulats my finn with me ; bnt 


Mary weeps to thee, through her 
| B 
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2 how wide did 
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26 The Meditations 

compathion to me. Behold, O King 
of glory, behold how my impiery, 
a thy piety, are made apparent by 
one another. Beholde how my in- 
iuſtice & thy Iuſtice are madeclcerly 
manifeſt, What! O my King , and 
my God , hall I render for all thoſe 


Pſal. things , which thew haſte beſtuwed on 


115. 


me? For there is nothinge to be 
found in the hart of man , which 
is able ro hold way , with ſuch 
mercyes asthyne. Can the sharpnes 
of mans conceite , thinke of any 
thinge, to whichthe mercy of God 
may be compared ? Noe, it is not 
the parte of a Creature to thinke, 
thar-by any (eruice, hecan makefull 
amends ro his Creator. 

Buryet, O Sonne of God, there 
is ſomewhat in this admirable dit- 
penſation of thine, there is ſome- 
what, wherein my. frailty may an- 
ſweare , in ſome {mall proportion 
to what I owe, if by the viſitation 
of thy holy Spiritt, my contrite 


Galat, Bart » may crucify my flech with the 


$. 


vices, and concupiſceuces ctherof, and 
' when this fauour is granted me by 
thce;1 doe alrcady, as it were bc- 
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of S. Auouſtin, 27 
'ginn toſuffer Grote rinh thee, be- 
cauſe thou dideſt vouchlafe to dye 
for my ſinns. 

. Thus by the victory of the in- 
ward man, heis prepared through 
thy help, £4 an euidenc 
triumph ; ſo thar the ſpirituall per- 
ſecution beinge ouercome, he Pars 
not to ſfubmirt himſelfe , for the 


Tone of thee, to a maxzeriall ſword. 


And in this mannet®iPFic be plea- 
finge to thy mercy , the weakenes 
of ourcondition wil bec able, accor- 


dinge to our little ſtrengh, to cor- 


reſpond with the greatenefle of our 
Creator. 

— This, O dearelclus, is that ce- 
leftial medicine: this is the antidore 
of thy lone. I beſeech thee, by 
thoſe ancient mercyes of thyne, 
infuſe ſome ſuch rhing into my 
wounds , as whereby , I ( caſtin 
yp the contagion of vipers, which 
I ink ſuckt) may be reintigrared to 
my former health, and that ypon 
the taſte of rhe Nectar of thy di- 
nine {weetnes, I may be drawen ro 
defpife the intiſeinge vanities of 
this world, with wy whole hart; 
; D:-43 © 
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and thar, by thy goodnes, I may not 
be freighred with any aduerlity 
which can happen here ; but, being 
mindefull of that nobility which is 
to laſtforeuer, I may ſtill deſpiſe, 
and loarh to. be tranſported with 
the windes of this Kt{c0 Leh world. 
Lettnothinge , I beſeech thee, be 
delightfull tro me , without thee. 
Lett nothigge be plcalinge , no- 
thing previous-, nothing beautifull 
belides.thee. Lettalichings, I be- 
ſceche thee, growe baſe, &,odious 
in my accounte without thee. That 
which is contrary to thee, lett it be 
troubleſome to me , and lett thy 
good pleaſure, be my erernall deft- 
{ice, Lertitbearediousthing to me, 
to reioycewithout thee ; and letrit 
delight me, to be greiued tor thee. 
Lertthy-very name, be aioy to my 
hart; and lett the comfort of thy 
memory, bring my tears, which may 
be the bread I feed on, aay and might, 
whileſt I ſecke thy lawe. And lett 
that lawe be eſteemed by me, beyorde 
rheuſands of gold and filuer. Lett it 
beanamiablerhinge for me,to obey 
thee, andexccrablc to relifte thee, I 


—_ 


| Wards me, and thatthe hand of a ſinner 


diſpoſe thou graciouſly, and haue 


_ S, Aupuſtine. 29 
beſcech ah , 6 vr. gon by all cKy* 
workes of pitty, tharthou wilt ha- 
ue mercy vpon my ſinns. Make mine 
ears ſtand open to thy Commaun- 
dements. And I beſcech rhce, by 
thy holy Name, letr not my hart de- 
cline tuwards the words of malice , tothe 
makeinge of excuſes vpon excuſes, of 
my fins : and beleech thee allo, by 
that admirable humility of thine, 
that the foote of pride mAY or come o- 


may not ſtirr Me, 


UP —— =j 


Civ.” VITE- 1 


Heer man expoſerh the Paſion of the 
Sonne , to God the Father , for the 
reconciliation of man, 


Eholde, O thou Omniporent 
God , the Father of my Lord, 


mercy on me. I beſeech thee 1 lay, 

fince whatlocuer I haue conceiued 

robe beſt, I hane deuourly offerred; 

and whatlocuer I haue found robe 
B i 
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moſtexcellent , I have humbly pre- 


ſented to thee. I haue lefr nothing, 


in my ſelfe , which I haue not ex- 
poſed to thy Maieſty ; Nothinge 
now remaines for me toadd, for I 


haue faſtned all my hope on thee.. 
1 haue dircted to thee, .thyne_ 


o©wne dcare Sonne,, who 1s mine 


Aduocate. I haue placed that glo+_ 


rious ofi|pringe of thine , as a me- 
diator betweene chee, and me. I 
hauc placed him., as I ſaid, for an 


interceſſor ; by whole meanes I. 


hope for - pardon. I haue offred 
by theſe wordes of myne, that 


- FVordof thine, who as I laia be- 


fore-was ſent, for the perdon of 
my finnes, and I haue recounted 
to thee , the Paſhon of thy moſt 
Holy Sonne, which I belecue him 
to haue endured for me. I beleeue 
that the Deity was ſent by thee, 
and that it rooke 'vpoir it , my hu« 
manity ;- wherein he difdained nor 
to take blowes; and to endure fet- 
ters., and ſpittings ,” and ſcornes, 
yeaand the Croſſe, and Nailes, and 


Launce, 


His Humanity was intertained, 


# 


of S. Anguſtine, IT 
With the cryes of infancy ; it way 
bound in, by the {wathinge cloa» 
thes, of that tender age 3 it was 
vexed by the labour, and {wear of 
His youth 3 ir was exrenuarted by 
faſtinge , afflicted by warchinge, 
and wearied by iournyinge. It wag 
afcerward loaden with ftirpes, and 
rorne in ſunder with other ror- 
ments: /t was ranked among ſt the 
dead , and when once it was in- 


_duedwith the glory of Reſwrrettion, 


he introduced ir into' the ioyes 


of heaucn. This is that, which muſt. 


appcaſe thee, and this muſt propt- 
tiate for me. "0 


Obſerue therefore kein IF 


| God with mercy, what Sonnethou 


haſt __— , and what flaue thou 
haſtredeemed; Obſerue who isthe 


Maker, and defpiſe nor. the thinge 


whieh he hath made. Imbracethou 
the Sheepheardwith 1oy, and with 
mercy looke vpon that $heepe,. 
which he hath brought home vpon 
his owne ſhoulders, Thisisthatmoſt 
faithfullsheepheard;, who with ma- 


ny, & greatla ours, hath ſoughtrhis Lucas | 


| pooresheepe,which ſolog was crrivg 
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vp-and downe, by thoſe abrupt, and 
rocky hills, and by thoſe precepi- 
ces, Which ouer looke rhole vales. 
And who when ir was eucn dyinge; 
chrough the faintneſle to which it 
was growen by that tedious errour, 
and exile ; yet as ſoone as-he could 
meete withir, he did with ioy putt 
himſelte vndearnethit; and with an 
admirable exerciſe, and ſtrife of cha- 
rity , he raiſed it out et thatprofoud 
pict of confuſion; and haueinge im- 
priſonedir in his owne boſome,, by 
deare imbracements , he broughr 
that ove which he had laſt, ro-rhe 
ninty nine which he had lefr. F 

Behold, O Lord my Kinge, and 
my God Omnipotent! Behold how 
the good Paſtor brings thee, that 
which thou haſte commirred ro his 
charge. He vndertooke the faluatis: 
of man by thy direQion, andhe re- 
ſtores himtothee, free from all in- 
fection. Behold howthy moit deare 
Sonne reconciles thy Creature to 
thee, which had wandred from thee 
fo farr. Behold how that mceke Pa- 
| ſtor of mine , brings back to th 
Hocke,that whichthe violent thecfe. 
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had driven away. He reſtoreth chat 


flaue tothy ſight, whome his owne' 


cenſcience had made a fugirine; thac 


he, who-of himſelfe deſcrued pu- 


nis1ment, by meanes of him , may 
obteyne pardon-; and that he to 
whome hell was due for his ſinnes, 
by the meanes of ſo great a Cap- 
raine, may confide that he shalbe re- 
called ro his country.I was well able, 
O holy Father, ro offend thee of my 
ſelfe; bur of my ſelfe, I was notable: 


to appeale thee. Thy beloued Sonne,. 


O my God, is become my-helper;,. 
participateinge of my humanity, 
that he might cure my infirmity 
that ſo from whence, the cauſe of 


- mine offence was g—_—_ , from 


thence he might ofter the facrifice 
of praiffto thec ; and might therby 
maKe me acceptable to thy mercy ; 
fince he showeth himſef, /irting at 
thy right hand, as a confort of my ſub- 


ſtance, and nature. Behold), this is | 


my hope, thisisall the confidence IL 
haue. If thou deſpiſe me, asthou 


haſt reaſon for my inn, yer looke” 


back vpon meat icaſt with mercy; 


| fortheloueof thy beloued Sonu. 


S.” 
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Conſider that, in thy Sonne, wherby 
_ thou maiſte take pitty vpon the 
Ke, 
= Behold the miſtery of his 7ncar- 
ation, and pardon the ſenſuality of 
my RAE ASE As often as thow 
 beholdeſtthe wounds of thy blefled 
Sonne , I beſeech thee, lett my wic- 
| Kednes shrinck out of thy tight. As: 
often as the pretious blood, lookes: 
read from thatholy,{ide', I beſeech: 
thee, that the fpotts of my corrup- 
tion may be washed away. And as 
flechprouoked theeto wrath, ſo letr 
fleth, I befeeche thee, procure thy 
bendinge towards mercy. And it: 
fine, as flech ſeduced vs to finn, fo 
lett flech bring vs back to pardon; 
It is much that my impiety difer- 
ueth; but yet # is much more 
which the piety of my Redeemer 


doth inſtly exatt. My ininſtice is 


orcat, I confeſle it : but farr grea- 
cer is the Iuſtice of my Redcemecr. 
For , as much as God is Superior 
eo man, ſo.much is my malice infe- 
rior to his goodnes, both in quantity 
and quality. Br? 

\ Fer in what hath man finned, 


of 8. Auonſtne.. | 

- wherein the Sons 5/0 God, badly 
” made Man, hath not redeemed him. 
What pride was able to: ſwell fo 
highe as that, ſo great humility 
would not be able ro beate it downe? 

; Whar dotinion of death could be 
| ſo ablolute , which the torment of 
\ rhe Croſſe, indured by the Sonne of 
God, will nor deſtroy. Infallibly, O 

my God, if the falrs of a finfull man, 
and the grace of him who redce- 
med rhem , be putt into an equall 
ballance, the Eaſt will not be found 
fo fatr diftant from the veſt. Nay 
the lowelt parte of hell; will nor be 

' found: (o farr diſtant from the 
__ pich of heaven as they.rwo 
will be. \ $4471 <4 YT0] 
Now therfore , O thou moſt 
excellent Creator of light , pardon 
my falts;, through the immente la- 
bours of thy beloued Sonne. Letr 
now I beſcech thee , his piety pro - 
pitiate for my _ impiety'; 1s mode- 
|  fty formy peruerſity ; his meckenes 
for my rudenes; his humility for my 
pride ; his patience for my impa- 

| _ riEce;his benignity for my harshnes; 
|  hisobedicnce for my GIG 
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36 The Meditation 
his rranquilliry for my vnquietnefſe; 
his (weerenes for. my bitterneſle; his | 
ſuauity for my anger ; and-let his 
ghatity ouerworke my cruclty,.. 


FE li. i... 


Cuar, IX. 


Of the inuocation of the Holy 
Mi. 4 


mer rotoe06 Pugh boa 

#F Holy communication of the 
Omniporett Father, and of the moſh 
bleſſed Some, Orhou Omnipotenr 
an a4 , the moſt» [weete com- 
forter of the afflited ; flipp thou 
downe cuen very now, by thy puiſ- 
fant vertue, into-the moſt ſeerety 

_ corners of my-harr, andby the ſple- | 
dor of thy.cleere light, illuminate, (6 | 
thou deere dweller in our ſowles)) 
theſe darke retreyts of our negle@ed 
habitations; and by rhy viſitation, 
and by the abundance of thy dewe 
from heauen, make my ſowle growe 
fruicfull, which by reaſon of ſo loge 
adrought-, is all deformed and de- 


of 8. Auguſtine. 37 
eyed; Wound thou the PUR. << 
 rcdpartsof this inward man , with 
 thedartsof thy louc- ; and inflame, 
- andpearce ths very marrow of my 
"dull hatt, withthoſe heathfull fires 
of thine. And by the lame of thy ho- 
ly feraour, illuminate thon and feed 
the very interior, both of my.whols 
body and minde. Fe 
Gine me once to drinke of the tor» 
rent of thy delights : that now I may 
noc more haucaminde, ſo muchas 
once to taſte , of the peſtiferous 
| bwectneſle of worldly things. Judge 


doſt inhabire, thou doſt build vp-z 
dwellinge placein him both for the 
Father and the Sonne. Bleſſed is he, 
who $hall arrtue to intertayne thee 
becauſe by thee, both the Fatherand 
the Sorne wil remaine with him. 
Come, come euen now ,. O thou 
moſte benigne Comforter” of all 
woefull ſowles. Thou, who prote- 

Qeſt them , when they hane moſt 


* necd,and'art thcirc helper in tribyy 
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latis. Come; 6 tbou clenſer of fians, 
and choucurer of wounds. Come, 6 
thou ftrenoth of the weake, 6 thou 
who ftayelſt ſuch as arc falling. Come 
dthow'reacher of the humble, and 
diſtroyer of the proude. Come, 6 
deare Father of Orphants, and fauo- 
rableIndgeof widowes.Come, thou 
hope of the poore,& thou cherisher 
of ſuch a Fhidhes he thou pro- 

itious ſtarr of ſuch/as fayle, & thou 

auen\, againſt rhe danger of ship- 
wrack. Come, 6'thou excellent or- 
nament, of ſuch as liue; & the onely 
helpe of ſuch as dye. Come, 0 moſt 
holy Spirirr: Come, and haue mercy 
on me; make me fitt for thy ſelf, & 
condiſcend ro me with pirty , that 
my meancneſſe may growe pleaſing 
ro thy greatnefſe, and myweakenes 
ro thy ſtrength. According to the 
multitude of rhy mereyes ; through 


Teſnes Chriſte my Saniowr, who with: 


the Father doth line & reigne in thy 
vairy, for euer, arid foreyer. Amen, 
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The Prayer of the Seruant of Goa- 
conceaning humbly, of ; 
bimſelfe. 


Knowe, O Lord, Iknowe, and 

I confefle that I am not worthy; 
that thou shouldeſt loue me ; bur 
yet atleaſt, itis certaine, that thou 
art not vnworthy to be beloued by: 
me: Itis true that I am! vnworthy ro 
ſcruc rhee; bur ir is alſo true, thar 
thouatt nor vnrworthy to be {erued 
by thy Creatures. Giue me therfore 
ſomewhat, O Lord, of that which 
maketh thee ſo worthy , and ſo I 
Shall growe worthy , who am vn- 
worthy. Make me ceaſe from 
finn, by what meanes thou wil; 
to the end that I may ſcrue thee 
as I ought. Grant thatI-mayſo ad- 
dreſſe , and order , and end my 
life , that I may ſleepe in peace, 
and repoſc in thee. Grant thacin the 
cnd , the ſlcepe of death may 
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reccine me with reſt, reſt withſe- 
curity, and ſecurity with eternity- 
Amen. 


—_—_— 


Cnainr' Xk 
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of Prayer to the bleſſed Trinity. 


WVVet confefſe , with our 
whole hart , and mouth, 
we praiſe and blefle thee , O God: 
the Father , who arr vnbegorten ; 
andthee, O God the Sonne, who 
art the onely begotten ; and thee, O 
God the holy Ghoſte who art the Ps 
raclete. Fo thee , Oc holy, and in- 
deuiduall Trinity , be glory for all 


erernityes. Amen. 
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A Confeftion of the Ommnipotency, And 
AMaiefty of God. 


'S 4.0mm Trinity , O thon {| 


ſole power , & vudcuiticd Ma- 


of $. Anguſting In 
Majeſty, O God of ours, O Omni- 
potent God, I confefle ro thee, I 
whoam the vnworthicſt of thy ſer- 
uants, andrhe weakeſt of chy mem- 
bers. I 'confefle to thee 'in thy 
Church, and I giue thee honor, by 
oftringe theea due ſacrifice of prat=- 
ſe, according to thar little power,, 
and skill, which thou haſte vouch- 
| ſafcd to-affoord me, thy miſerable 
| _ creature. And becauſe hauc noex- 
ternal preſents , which I can make 
to thee, thertore theſe defires; and 
vowes of {eruice'and praiſe , which 
by the guifr ofthy mercy are in me: 
Behold , bow with a faith rot fained, 
and with a conſtiencepure,1 offer ther 
rothee;, not onely with a good will, 
bur with a hart , which is full of 
triumph, and ioy. I beleeue therfore 


withrmy mouth, O thou Kinge of 
heauen', and Lord of earth , that 
thou the Father, the Sonne, and the 
Holy Ghoſte, artin Perſons three, and 
in S«ubtance one, & that thouart God 
| Omniporent ,of one ſimple, incor- 
oreall, inuiſible , and vncircumſcri- 
bed. nature. That there is nothing 


. 
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with my whole hart, and I confeſſe 
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either aboue thee, or belowethee, 
or greaterthen thou”; bur that thou 


art ſublymely, and abſolutely per- | 


fe, whithour the leaſt deformity. 
Great without quantity, good 
withourtqualiry, eternall, yer wholly 


withour Tyme. Thar thou haſt ; 


life without death: ; thar thou arr 
ſtrong without any weakeneſle; 


true withourfalshoode;cucry where 
preſent, witkour _ ſciruared | 


any where ; filling all things , yer 
without any exrenfion; occurringe 


every where, yer without anycroſs | 


finge, or contradiction. Tranſcen- 


divg all things withour Motion; | 
remanicivge in- all rhings, without: | 
Staticn ; creatingeallthings,withour: | 
. looſeinge, or wantinge any thing,. | 


and rulcinge all things withour la- 
boor. 7 | 
_ Gineinge a begynninge 'to' all 


things , thy ſelfe haueinge noe be- 


 ginninge; makecing all things chan- 
geable, & beinge yer vnchangeable 
m thy ſelte ; being infinite in thy 
greatenc{ſe,, Omniporent in thy 
power, ſouucreigne in thy good- 
neſſe, incitimable in thy wiſdome,, 


| 
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rerrtblein thy decres, iuſt in thy iud- 
gements, ſecretin thy thoughts,true 
in thy wordes, holy inthy works, & 
ſplentifull in thy mercyes. Towards 
fhnners,thou art moſt patict;zrowards 


 penitents thou art moſt pittitull. 


| Thou art-euery the ſame, erernall, 
' ſempiternall, immortall, & vnchan« 


geable God , whome neither {pace 


can dilate , nor littlencfle of place 


| can ſtreighten ,' nor any. receptacle 
\ cankeepe in, or conſtraine, northe 


a tl 


; 


will vary,, nor partialiry corrupr 
nether doe fad things afflick thee, 
nor ioyfull things tranſport thee. 
From. whome neither forgerfullnes 
takes any thing, neither doth me- 


mory reſtore auy thing'; neither: 


doe things paſt paſle away ; nor fu- 
ture things ſnocced; To whome nets 
ther the firſt gauc beginninge : nor 
the continuance: of tyme- increaſe : 
nor $hall any accident giue. it any 
end. But thou liacſt for all erter- 


nity , both before , and in, and, 


through all aages. And lett imor- 


tal praiſe, and cternall glory , and. 


ſouercigne power , and ſupreame 


| bortor,anda Kingdome, & Empire. 
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for all eternity, remaine with thee; | 
through tholc infinite, vawearied, | . 
andimortallages, ofages. Amen. I . 


gamer RR 
Cnayr. XI. 


How God the Father vouchſafed ts 
belpe *mankinde , and of the | 
Incarnatibn of the | 
Worde. 


| ® frayed Omniporent God,. | 
the beholder & ſearcher of my | 
hart, I have confeſſed rhe Omnipo- | 
rency of thy Maieſty , and the ma- 
ieſty of thy Omnipotency.But now, 
as I beleeme with the hart to Tuftice , ſo 
will I confeſſe before thee , with the 
month to ſaluation,in what ſort thou 
haſte beene pleaſed, ar the end of 
were yl to relciue the miſery of 
manKkinde. Thou, O God, and our | 
onely Father ,wert neuer to be (cnt 

any whither. But of the Sore , the 
Gal.4. Apoſtle writerh thus, When the full- | 
 * nesof tymewascome, God ſent his Son- 


ne. When he ſaith ſent, he doth ſuth- 
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ciently $howe, that then he came 
| ſent into this world, when being 
! borne of the ever B, Virgin Mary, 
he became, and appcarcd, trucand 
erfe& man, in flesk. Bute what is 
that, which that cheife of all the 
Emangeliſts (aith : He was inthe world, [1,5 
and the world was made by him. He 
was ſent thither in his Hamanity , 
whowascuer, and is there, by his 
Dinuinity, Now, that this AMiſhton is 
the worke ofthe whole bleſled Tri- 
nity, I confeſle with my whole hart, 
and mourh. 
But how then didſt thou loue vs, 
O thou holy and good Father? how 
much didſt thou delight in vs, O 
moſt deare Creator ; who didſt not 
ſo muchas ſpare, thyne owne Sorre, po 
but didſt deliuer him vp tor vs wret- Phil 5 
ched Creatures: He ws ſubiett to © 
| thee,enen wntothe death, and that , the a 
death of the Croſſe , takeinge the hand 5 | Jy 
Writinge of or ſrnns, and nailinge it to 7s : 
the ſame Croſſe. He crucihed allo firm y4 
it ſelfe, and killed death : He, who 27 
onely us free amongſt thedead ; hauein 
power both to lay downe his life for vs, 
and afterward , to take it Up againe, 


1. Pet, 
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Therfore he did both conquer by 
offringe Sacrifice, and yet he was the 
Sacrifice which was offered; to the 
end that the vidtory might be fo 
obreyned. He was the Prerft, and he 


, was the Sacrifice; and therfore the 


Preiſt , becauſe the Sacrifice. Moft 
inſtly haue I a ftrong hope in him, 
that thou for his ſake, who freeth at thy 
#20 band, and is continually interce- 

inge for vs , wilt Care all our lan- 
gur5bhing diſeaſes. For my infirmityes, 
O Lord, aregreatand many; great 
they are and many. 

| The Prince of this world hath 
niuch ro ſay againſt me, I confe(- 
ſe it, and I knowe it. Burt yer deli- 
uer mel beſceche thee, by that Re- 
deemer of mine, whofitteth at thy 
right hand, in whome hewasable ro 
finde nocill. By him 1 befecche thee, 
to iuſtify me ; by him, who comred 
noe ſinn, nor Was there any gwile found 
in his month. 1 belceche thee by thar 
head of ours , in whome there 1s 
noe one little ſpotr , deliuer this 


member ,: which yet is his, how 


weake and poore ſoeuer it be. Deli- 
ucr ine, I beſeeche thee fro myHinns, 
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my vices, my faults, and my negli- 
_ gence. Fillme with thy holy vertues, 


| & make me of moſt innocent con- 


uerſation. And grant, for thy holy 
namesſake,thar I may continue cucn 
tothe yeryend, in thoſe good wor- 
| » kKes, which thou commaundeſRt, ac- 
cording to thy holy will. 


——_—_S@_©_/w... 


Land ——_— — 


Cnar. XIV. 
Of the confidence wrich 4 ſoule onght 
to hae in. our Lord Teſus, 
& in bis Paſſion, 


I Could cafily haue diſpaired , 
chrough the exceflc of my grei- 
uous finns, and of my infinite ne- 
| gligences, if thy word, O God, had not 
| LE flesh , aud had not agpelt a- 

mogſt vs.But now 1Idarenot deſpaire, 
| becauſe when we were enimyes, we 
were reconciled , by the death of 
thy Some, & how much more now, 
we beinge already reconciled, shall 
we bc Gaed by him ? For all the 
hope, and ſtay of all my confidence, 
— doth cguliſt, in that precious 6/004 
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of his, which was shedfor vs, and 
for our faluation: In him doc I res 
ſpire; and hopeinge firmely in him, 


I defire that I may arrive tothee; | 


not: hancinge any iuſtice of mine 
ownc,bur that whichis inthy Soxne 
our Lord /eſus-Chriſte. T 

We doe therfore thank thee, Q 
moſt Clement , and benigne louer 
of mankind , who when weweare 


* not, didſt powerfully create vs, by 


Teſus - Chriſte thy Sonne our Lord. 
And when we weare loſt, by our 
ownefalt, thoudidſt admirably de- 
liver, and recouer vs. I giue thankes 
to thy mercy ; many __ doc l 
giuethee,, with the whole affeQion 
of my. hart ; who through that vn- 
{pcakable charity, wherewith thou 
didn vouchſafe, withſtrang good- 
nes, tÞ loue vs miſerable, and vn- 
worthy Creatures, didſt ſend thyne 
onely begotten Sonne, from thyne 
owne boſome , for our common 
good ; ſo to ſaue vs finners, who 
were then the ſonns of wrath. 1 
giue thee thanks for his holy /ncar- 
nation,and Ntizity, and for his glo- 


ries Mother , of whome he vouch- 


lated 
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fafed roaftime flesh for vs, and our: 
 falnarion; that 'aghe wis true God 
of God, ſo hemighralfo , be true 
man of man. I thanke thee for his 
Croſſe and Paſrion, for his dearh and 
Refrrreftion ; for his Aſcenſion into 
heaven, and for his ſeat of Maieſty 
at thy right hand. For vpon the for- 


tith day after his Reſurretton, afcen- AR; 


dingeabone all the heaucns(whileſt 
_ hisDiſcipleswerelookeing on) and 
being feared ar: thy rightthand; he 
did according to his promiſle , 
powre forth the Holy Ghoſte wpon the 
Children of adoptlon. 

I thank thee, for that moſt (a- 
cred effuſion of his mol? pretious 
Blood , wherby we are redeemed ; 
and (withall , for-thar Sacred , and 
Holy, and "quithringe Miſtery of þis 
Body and Blood, which 'day!y in rhe 
Charch \, 'we cate and drinke , atid 
whetby we are washed and fandti- 
fied,and made partaters of thatone' 
| fiprceamediuiniry. I thavk thee fos. 

this admirable , and vnſpeakable 
charity of thine,” wierby thou haſt 
: {> loued, and ſaved vs, virworthy 
, creatures, by that oneiy, —_ belo- 
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ued Sonne of thine. For thow didſP 
fo lone the World, as to ginethy onely 
begotten Sonne, that euery one who be- 
leexed in him,might not perish, but hane 
eternal life. And this «s eternal life, 
that We may knowe thee our true God, | 
and whom thou haſt ſent Teſus- Chriſte, 
by vncorrupred faith, and by works | 
Which arc Worthy , and ſutable to: 
that faith, 


Joan. 3; 
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Cnare., XV. 


Of the tmrmenſe charity of the eteraal | 
Father towards mankinae. 


Immenſe Piety , O ineſtima- 
ble Charity ; that thou might 
free thy ſlaue, thou haſte deliuered 
vppthy Sonne ; God is made man,to 
the end that wrerchd man , may 
' be drawen out of the prower of the 
Dinill. How vnſpeakably a benigne 
louer of man , is thy Sonne our 
God , to Whoſe bewels of mercy, . | 
3r ſeemed. nor ſufficient , that he 


Should diminish þ yuſcite, ſomuch 
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"as to be made man of the truc 
Virgin Mary ; valefle withall , he 
had” vndergone the torment of the 
Croſſe, shedding ſo- his Blood for 
vs, and for ourlſaluation. Our mer - 
cyfull God came downe ; he came, 
through his owgepitty, and good- 
neſle ; he came to ſecke, and ſauc, 


that which was lofte. He{ought his 7,4. 


loſt heepe, he ſought and foundit, , ,. 
and he brought ic home vpon his 
owne shoulders into hisfolde. 

A deere Lord was this, and a 
Paſtor who was trucly., and extrea- 
-mely deer. O Charity ! O. Piety! 
who cuer heard of ſuch things as 
theſe? Who is he, that vponthe dit- 
cloſinge of theſe bowels of mercy, | 
will not be amazed? Who will nor 
wonder? who willnort reiayce, for 
that exceſliue Charity of rthyne, 
wherewith thou loucdſt vs? Thow 


didft ſend thy Sonne in the likeneſſe of Rom. 


the flech of finn, that by ſinn he might 
 Condemme finn , and that we might be 
made thyiuſftice inbim. For be « the 
true vnſpotted lambe , who hath ta- 
hen away the ſinrs of the world ; who 
bath diſtroyed our death, by dyinge, 

"PR. >: 1 | 


FT EE 
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and reſtored our life, by his Reitur- 

retion. But what can we returnero 

thee; O our God, for the benehtrs 

of thy mercy, which are-ſo greate? 

Whar praiſcs ,and what #120 can 

we gide? For although we did pol- 

ſeſſe rhar Knoweledge and power, 
f which che Angells haue, yet should | 
We be vnable, to tnake returne of | 
any thing which night be worthy | 
ot thy mercy and goedacs. If all the 
parts of our body, were conuerted 
into tongues, this meaneſle of ours 
would neuer yet be able;to anfweare 
thee with dew praiſe. For that-in- 
eſtimable Charity, which thou haſte 
beene pleaſed to shew to-vs vn- 
worthy Creatures , through thyne 
onely pirtty, and goodnes, doth farr 
tranſcend all our knoweledge.' For 
thy Soxxe our God , did not apprehend 
Heb. the Angelicall nature , but the ſeed of 
 Abrabam, being madclike tovs, inall 
rnings except an. And 1o. our Lord, 
rakcinge the Nature 4 not of An- 
cells, bur of men vpon him , and 
glorifying it with the Stole of ho- 
F Reſwurretiion, and immortality ; he 
exalied vs aboue all the Heaucns, 


_ "I Vie, EE I s . . . 
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aboucallche Quires of Angells, and 
aboye Cherwbire, and Seraphive, 
when he was-placed at thy right 
hand. And this 'Natare , doe the 
Abhgells praiſe, and rhe Domainations 
adorc, and all the /errzes of Heauen' 
tremble, vpon tle ſight of themſcl- 
ues, and this God and Man. 


This is all my hope , and all my 
confidence. For there is in /eſas- 


Chriſte, our Lord himſclfe, vow 
tion of the flesh;, and blood of cue- 


ry one of vs. Where any parte of me 


rcignes, there I'vnderftand my ſelfe 
to reigne. Where my flesh 1s glori- 


fied, theredoe I conceiue my (elfe 
to be glorious. Where my blood 


doth beare Dominion, there do'I 
finde my ſelfe to rule. Thoughl be 
a ſinner, yet I cannot diftide 
through the communication of this 


proun Though my (inns Keepe me 


ack , yet my ſubſtance. calls me 
on. Though my offences shutt me 
out, yet my communion of nature 
with him, reie&s me not. For God 


is not {o crucll , that he can forgere 
man, and not remember rhe tinge 


which he bears abour himfelfe ; and 
C ij 
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4. The Meditations 

Which, for my ſake, he rooke vpon 
im, &which for my ſake he ſought. 
No, our Lord God, is full of mecke- 
nefle, and benignity ; and helones 


his flesh , and his body , and his 


bowel's. in the ſame our God, and 
Lord Iclus- Chrifte , moſt -{weete, 
moſt benigne and moſt clement, in 
whole perſon we are already riſen, 


. andare aſcended into heauen, and 
.are already (cated inchofe altitudes. 
' Our owne flesh loueth vs, and we 
baue the prerogative of our blood. 


m him. We arc his members and his 
flesh; and he in fine, is our head; 


andof theſe parts, the whole body 


is made, as it is written :' Boze of my 
bones, and fiesh of my flech, and they 
shalbe two in ane flech. And againe, No 
man did ewer bate his owne fiesb ; but he 


* cherisheth , and lometh it. T his is agreat 


miſtery,I ſay im Chriſt , & mm bis Church, 
faith the Apeſile. | 
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Ct 


Cie TVE 


Of the iwo folde nature of Chrifc our 
Lord , who pittieth , azd_ 
prayeth for T'Fs 


Gine thee thankes O Lord onr 

God, with my lipps , and with 
my hart, and with the wholepower 
I haue, for thy infinite goodneſle; 
and for all thoſe mercycs, through 
which rthon did youchlate ,"ro 
faccour vs poore creatures, after 


an admirable manner, by chy Some 


our Saviour, and Redeemer, who 


hed for oy finns > and roſe for our 


inſtiſication, and now liucinge in e- 
ecrnity, doth fitr ar thy right hand, 
and intercederh for vs. And to- 
gether with thee , he rakerh pitty 
of vs, becauſe heis God , of thee, 
his Father, cocternall, and conſub- 
ſtantial! with thee in all things, 
wherby he may for cuer (aue vs. Bur 
forasmuch as he is man, in thoſe 
reſpects wherein heislefſe the thou, 


x6 The Meditations 

all power rs aimen bim , both in Fleauen 
and in earth , that at the name of Ie(s, 
exery knee may bowe , celeſtial , ter- 
reſtt iall and infernall ; and euery tongue 
my confeſſe , that our Lord Teſus Chriſte 
1 in thy glory, Onmnipotent God the 
Father. He indeed is appointed by 
thee, te be the Iudge of quick and 
dead, but :hou indgeſt noe man, but 
thou haſte ginen all indgement to th 
Sonne , in whoſe breſt all the treaſures of 
wiſdome and  knowleag are layd vp, 
and hidd. But he is both the witnes, 
and the Iudge. A ludge and witnes 
he is, from whome noe ſinfull con- 
{ſcience canfly;for all things lye open 
and naked to his eyes. Thar very hic, 
who was iudged vniuſtly , sHall indge 
the whole worlde in equity , and the peo- 
ple in [uſtice, 

I doe therefore bleſlc thy holy na» 
me for all eternity , and I glority 
thee, with-my whole hart, O' mer- 
citull, and Omnipotent Lord, for 
that admirable , and vnſpeakable 
coniunction of thy diuinity and hu- 
maniry, in the vnity of one perſon, 
not thar God might be one, and 
Man, another, bu: that God. and 


bd "kV TY ow * »» 
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- Man might be the felfe ſame;-Borh 
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| God and Man. Burt although, The 
word was made flesh , by ſtrange Fant, 
vouchſafcinge ; yer nether of thoſe 
two Natxres, is changed into ano- 
ther ſubſtance. There is no fowrrh 
perſon, added'ro the miſtery of the 
Trizity , tor the ſubſtance of the 
Worde , of God and Man , Was vnt- 
ted, and not confounded, that ſo, 
that might be aſfumed ro God, - 
which he had taken from vs, and 
yet that, which had bcene before, 
might ſtill continue the ſame it 
was. | 
O wonderfull miſtery,, O vn- 
ſpeakable kinde of commerce. O 
admirable, and for cuerto be loued 
benignity , of the divine mercy. We 
were not worthy to be {ernants,and 
yet behold, weare made the Sonncs: 
of God. Nay , we are the heres of 
Ged. Whence came this to vs, and $9"® 
who brought vs to this? Burl be- 
ſeeche thee, © thou molt mercifull 
God the Father, by this incſtimable. 
goodnes and picty,, and charity of 
thine, make vs worthy of the many 
aud great premilles of thy Sonne 
Cy 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſte. Impart of thy 
ftrength tows, and confirme that in vs 
whichthes haſt wronght. Perte& that 
which thou haſte begun, rhat we 
may deſerue to arrive to thy full 
grace and mercy. Inable vs by thy 
Holy Spicite, ro vnderſtand, and de- 
ſeruc,, and to reverence with due 
honor, thisgreat myſtery of piety, | 
Which is manifeſted inthe flesh , inſtified 
in the ſpirit, hath appeared to Angells, is 
preatched to Gentiles , is beleened in the 
world, and is aſſumed to glory. 


Cnayr XVII. 


: pu EEE 
Ka 


Of the thancks which a man owes ts 
God , for the benefitt of 


Redemption. 


How dcepely- are we thy 
CF debters, O Lotrd our God, 
being redeemed by ſo highe a price: 
being ſaued /by ſo rich a guift: * 
being afliſted by fo glorious a Gons: 
fitt > How much art thou ro be fea- 


ried, loued, bleſled, praiſed, hono- 


* att. _ 
: _— 
_— 


is 


| red and glorified by vs miſerable 
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creatures, whorme thou haſte {o lo- 
ned, ſaved, fanfifyed, and ſubly- 
med? For to thee doe we owe all 
that we can, all that we line, and 
all that we knowe. And who hath any 
thinge which is mot thyne? Thou art our 
Lord, and our God, from whome 
all things praceed, For thy ſelfc and 
for thy holy Name, giue vs of thy 


SO 


good na 105” by meanes of thoſes 


dp and guifts of thyne, we may 
rue & pleaſe rhee in deed & truth, 
and that by way of returne we may 
dayly rendertheeall due praiſe , for. 
ſo many benefitts of thy mercy. For 
we cannot ferue thee, orpraite thee 


: by any other meanes, then of thy 


guitr.-For euery good grace , ard exe 
perfect gui is from aboue T deſcending 194n.1 
from thee, the Father of lichts', m 
whome there , is no change , kor fo mach 
as any chadyw of mutability.. 

O Lord our God! deere God, good 
God, Omnipotent God, vnſpeakable. 


60d,wholſe naturecanot be circifcri- 


| - bed; God the ordeyner of all things, 


&rheFachcrof ourLord /efus Chriſte, 


| who diddeſt ſendrhe ſame beloued 


C 'y 


Go Fhe Meditations | 
Some of thyne , our moſt ſweere 
Eotd, our of thy bofome, for gur 
yniuerfall profitt ro take our lite 
vpo': him, that he might beſigwe 
his life vpon vs, and that he might 
be perfe& God, of rhee the Father, 
pes : erfect Man of his Mother, all 
God andall] Man, and one, and the 
ſame Chriſte, crernall, and eempo- 
rall, immortall and mortall : Crea- 
ror , andcreature; ſtronge & weake; 
mano: oor ,and yet ouercome;.the 
nourle , and the crearure which is 
aouristzed; the Paſtor & the sheepe: 
ke that dyed for atyme , anddycd 
intyme, andycr is liucinge for all 
eternity. He promiſecinge to ſuchas 
louedhim , that they should be pro- 
uided for, ſaid-thus ro his Diſciples: 
Woatfocmer yow Shall aske the Father 
m my name , he will gine it toyew. By 
this Supreame Sacrifice , and rruc 
Preiſt, and-good Paſtor, who offe. 
red- himſelfe in Sacrifice to thee, 
laying downe his lite for his flocke, 
by him-I beſeech thee, who /trreth. ar 
thy right hand , and intercedeih for vs, 
being our Redecmer and Aduocatc 


betore rhy picty and goodnelle, I 
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Y - beſeech thee, I ſay, © God, the 
r {| - moſt deere and benigne louer of 
e + mankinde; that thou wilt giue me 
& | grace,withthe ſame Sonne of thyne, 
t |; | and the Holy Ghoſte, topraiſe, and 


q , G , , 

r, { glorify theeinall things, with great 
I | contrition of hart, and a fountaine 
e {| of rears, with much rcucrence and 
» {| tremblyng, becauſe theirs whoſe 
a | - the ſubſtance is, theirs alſo are all | 
e3 rhe acceſlaryes- therof. But. becauſe Sap. 9» 
ze | the body which ts corrupted , doth de- 
is | preſs the ſoxle, T beſceche thee, to 

"0 rowfe vp my dullnes by thy impulle, 
> | andmakemeperſcuere with ſtregrh 
ll 3 in thy Commaundements, and prai- 
as | fes day and night. Grant that my Þ/. 38 
p- | — hart maywax warme Within me, ard | 
s: 1 that, whileſt [ am in meditation , the 
er fire may burne. And becauſe thy one- 
3y | ly Somnehimſelfedid ſay : No man c- Joay, 6 
1c meth to me, valeſſe the Father wyi0 ſent 
ee. | me, drawhim, and. no man cometh to 
e, the Father but by me. | beſeech , and [oar, 
ez humbly pray thee , be thon cuer 14. 
at draweing me to him , that at laſt ke 
Ys, may bring me thither rothee, where 


re | he is fittinge at thy right hand. 
I } Wherethers is an eternall life eter- 
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nally happy , where there is per- 
fect loue , and noe feare , where 
there is an cuerlaſtinge day , and 
one ſpirit of them all; where there 
is certaine and ſupreame ſecurity, 
and ſecure tranquillity, and ſcrene 
alacrity , and ſweer felicity , and 
happy eternity , and eternall bea- 
titude,, and: a bleſſed praiſe , ard 
viſton of thee, which ncuer ends. 
Where thou with him, and hc with: 
thee , and both, in the commu- 
nion of the ſame Holy Ghoſte, doe 
ſempiternally liue, and being God, 
doſt reigne, for eucr, and for cucr- 
Amcs, Es Na 
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| A Prayer to Chriſte FIT 
| Loyd. 


O Chriſt my God my hope 
_ "dis of ; tu dp 

Light, life , way , health 
And beauty moſt refin'd ; 

Behould thoſe things which thow 
Did'ſt ſuffer, vs to ſau ; 

The chaynes , the wounds, the Croſſe, 
The aA death, the grane. 

, Riſeing within three dayes 
From. conquering death and hell, 
| By thy Diſciples ſeene, 
| Reforminge mindes fo well, 

V pon the fortieth day 
Climeing the Heauens foe high, 
Tho live? #0W , aud thou 
| Shalt raigne eternally. 


# Upbory art my liucing and trye 
God, my holy Father, my deare 
Lord, my greate Kinge, my good 


5hephcard, my onely inſtructor, my 


w—_ — __ _ "___ wo—y ” - 
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beſt helper , my moſt beautifull 
louer, my liucinge breade, my Eter- 
nall Preiſt, my guide into my coun- 
ery, my true light, my holy ſweer- 
nes , my right way, my excellent 
wifdome , my pure iimplicity , my 
peaceable concord, my fate cuſtody, 
my good porcion, my cuerlaſting 
faluation , my great Mercy , my in- 
uincible patience, my imaculate Sa- 
crifice, my holy 4 Es my 
firme hope, my perfeQ charity , my 
truc Reſurrection, my cternall life, 
my exceſſiue ioy, and moſt bleſſed 


Viſion, which is for ener to remaine. 


thee, that I may walke by thee, paſle 
en by thee, andrepoſe in thee, who 
art the way , the trath ,) ard the life, 
Without n+ Als; vo man cometh to the 
Father. For thou art he, whome I 
deſire, O thou moſt iweete , & moſt 
beautifull Lord, O . then ſplendor of 
thy Fathers Glory , who fitteſt aboue 
the Chernbins, and beholdeſt from 
thevce , the moſt | profound A byſſes , 
whichare belowe, thou /igh;t, which 
declareth truth ; illuminatcing {gpt: 


I pray thee, I begg of thee, I beſeech 


byht, which neuer leaues ro shanc, 


"I * F 
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yet more fully ſtracken, and beaten 
through wich light. | 

Grant thy felfe tro me, O'my 
God, reſtore thy ſelfe ro me. Behold 
Llouethee,and if itbeto little, make 
me loue thee more. I cannor mea- 
ſure out, ro know, how much of my 
loue is wanting to thee, of that 


which onght ro make, it vp eroxgh.. 


Let my lite runt on towards thyne 
imbracements, and' letr it neuer 
lvoke aſide, till icb* all hidden vp 
in the hidden ioy of ſeing thy face. 


In the meaneryme thisI Know, thar 


it goes il with me, whenlT want thee 
O Lord. And not onely is irill with 
me, in reſpe&of the things which 


are without me , but in reſpect of 


them alſo which are within me. For 


whatſocnerplenty there may be in 


the world, which 1s not my God,, is 
noe better to me, then meere begge- 


ry. Forit is thou alone , who canſt 
pot bechanged, either into berrer 
er worſe; thou , who indeed, and: 


£, 


of $. Auguſtine.  &s 
methe Angells deſire to Iooke. x, Pet.x 
Bchold, my hart is before thee, dif- 
” perle the darknes therof , that by 
- the clearnesof thy loue, it may be 


, 


\ 
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fimply, artalone; thou ro whome 
it is not one thing to {z#e, and an- 
other thing to lize happily , becaufe 
thy (elfe is cthyne owne Bearirade. 
' But thy creature , ro whome it is 
one thing to line, and another 
thinge to live kappify, muſt not at- 
tribute eyther happy life, yea or ſo 
much as life, ro! any other thing , 
then thy grace. Therefore is ir, 


that we ſtand-in need of thee, and 
not thou of vs. For although we 


had noe bcing at all , yet there 
would be nothing wanting to thee, 
of that compleet good , which thou 
art, 

Ir concernes vs to adhear ſtill 
to thee, O Lord, that by thy con- 
tinuall afliſtance,, we may be able 
to liue holyly, and vprightly. For 
we are drawen downe faft enough, 
by the PRI of our frailty; bh 


by thy guitte we are-kindlcd,, and 


carried ypward , and we are infla- 
med, and we fly on , whether we 
are gocinge , which is towards 
the peace of Teruſalem. For { bawe 
reioxced in thoſe things , which haxe 
beene ſaid to me , let vs goe imto the 
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bow [e of owr Lord. There hath a 


 redifyed and good will, placed vs; 


and fo , as that we can dcfire-noe 
more, butthat we may remaine there 
torcuer: 4 
But b:canſe whileſt we be in this 
body, we are itt pilgrimage from thee, | 


therefore we haze not beer any per- Heb. 


manent Citty , but we-expett another 
which is to come , for our habitation 
is in Heauzn. And therefore, by 
the conduct of thy grace , doc I 
goe into the moſt retyred cornet 


_ of my hart, and I ſing loue ſongs 


to thee, O my Kinge, and my 
God; groaninge out cettaine groa- 
nes, which indeed cannotbe deſcri- 
bed, in this place of my pilgrima- 


; ge; where thy lawe is the ſong in 
- Which I delight my fſclfe. And 


Calling [ernfalem to minde, I extend, 


and ftretch the whole power of 
' my hart towards it: Jerrfalem which 


is my Country, /errzſalem which 


15 my Mother ; And towards thee 
alſo who art the ruler, the illumina- 
'cor, the father, the tutor, the de- 
fendor, the paſtor, the chaſte and 
*Rrongdelight therof, thelolide ioy, 
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& all ynſpeakable goodthings; yea 
all of them rogerher, becauſe thou 
art 'the onely ſupreame and true 
good. Nor will I be drawen a fide 
rom this exercice till thou O my 
God, and my merey , shalt draw to- 
gether all that which 1 am , from 
this _ deſperſion , and deformity 
wherein | finde my ſelf, and<illcthou 
shalr conforme me to rhy ſelfe, and 
confirme mertherein , for all ererni- 
ry , in the communion of that moſt 
deere Mother of mine, whither the 
flower and fiſt fruites of my fpiritr, 
arealready gone before. 


RE I EC NICITICY 
© AS XX: 


He diſtiinonitheth betweene that Wil- 
dome, whichis called rhe howſe 
of God, and that other Wi. 
dome which is ſu- 

premely dining. 


His is that how/e of thine, O 
God, noe carthly hywje, nor 
yet builtof any corporeal thinge in 


- 
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"| heauen , but I meane that ſpirituall 
t } bowſe, which is partaker of thyne 
L | cternity, becauſciris for cuecr to re- 
k maine without ſpott ; For thou haſt Pal. 
| -ppoimtedthatit chould remaine for ener, 1 ,g. 
f | andforenerthou baſte impoſed aprecept, Fccl.x; 
1 and it thall not paſſe away. Yet that 7pay.1, 


| creature, O God, isnot eternall, as Gey, x, 
/ | thouarteternall; becauſe itwas not 
without beginning; for it was made. 

4 Of all the Creatures ,this Y Yiſdome 

A is that which was created firſt. I 

t meane not that /YYViſdome, which 

#4 was abſolutely cocternall, and coe- 

I 


quall with God the Father , wherby E: 
all things were created, and in which © | 
B eginninge,heauen and earth was made: 
* | burImeanethe YYViſaome which is 
_ created ; namely that ſpirituall na- 
ture, which by the. contemplation 
c | of thy light, is light ; for euen this, 
A alhoneR it be created, 1s called 

VViſdome. But as much difterence 

as there is, berweancthe light which 

doth illamizate', and that which 

growethto be lght by being nmi- 
"nated; o much difterence allo there 
+1s, betweane thee , whoart theſu- 
* preameW//dowe,creatinge allthings, 


Or 


rn _—_—— Ne —————_—_—_—_——__ 


Pal. 
I13. 
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and this otherwhich is created ; as 
alſo rhere is berweane that /#ſtice 
which wftifieth , whichris thy ſclte, 
O our God , and thar Zu/tice Which 


is produced in vs by our beinge it- 
filed. For wve alſo are called the [uſtice 


of Ged the Father, in thee , vvho art his 


Sone our Lord, by the teſtimony ofthe. 


Apoſtle Though therfore, the firſt of 
all the creatures wasa kinde of Wiſ- 
dome(Which was made to be a ratio- 
nall, & intelleQuallmind;inhabiting 
thy holy Citty , our mother vvhich 
15 aboxe , and wobich 4s free, and eter- 
vall in the Heanens) & What Heamuens 


bur thoſe Heauens of the Heanens, 


Which praiſe thee , becauſe this is 
that, Wherofit is ſaid , The Heanens 
of the Heaues toowr Lord, & although 
wefindeno Tyme before that Crea- 
tre, becauſe it was before the crea- 
tion of Tyme, as being the firſt of all 
the creatures;yer neuertheleſflethou 
art beforcit. O Erternall God, the 
Creator of allthings, from Whome, 
as foone as it was made ,it rooke a 
beginninge , though not indeed. of 
Tyme, becauſe Tyme was nor then 
created ; bur yet a beginninge of 
that nature, Which it was come to 


WII 
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* hane. It came therfore ſo from thee. 
- O LordourGod, asthatitis cleerly: 


another png thenthou arr. For al» 


th ough I inde noeTyme ncither be- 


foreic, norinit, it is yet-nevertheles. 


* fictto behold thy face ; neitheris it 
- euer diuerted from tence ,. and 


herevpon it growes, that it is not: 
ſubie&to any chage, Yetakinde of 
mutability is ſtill in it , wherby ir 

would growe all darke and cold, vn- 


; leſfle,by adhcaringe to thee, withary 


exceſſiue loue , it did like a funn. 
which vyerecuer bright as at noone. 
day ) both shine, and boile vp with: 
heat towardsthee. 

In- fine, that creature doth ſo ad- 
hear to thee, ourtrue God, who art. 
trucly etcrnall, chat although. it be. 


" not coeternallto thee, yer neuerthe- 


eſſe itisnort diſcharged, nor diſtrac= 
red from thee, intoanyvariety,or vie 


 Cillicude of tyme. Bur it repoſeth in 
the moſt truecontemplation of theg 


alone. For to ſuch, 6 Lord as loue 


thee, as much as thou commandeſt, 
thou doſtclecrly difcouer thy 1elfe, 
and it ſufficeth, and fully ſeruerh 
"thcire turne. And from hence 
it groves , that the Angells dod 
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neuer decline, either from thee, or" 
from themſelfes ;-bur perpernally: 
 theyremaine in the ſame ſtate, in- 
ceflantly beholding thee , and in- 
ceſſantly loucinge thee , who art: 
the true lighr, and the chaſte loue.. 
O how bleſſed and ſublyme is this 
Creature of Creatures, moſt happy 
incternally adhearing to thy beati- 
rude; happy and exceſſiuely happy, 
in haucinge thee roinhabite, and ro: 
iluminarcit, and that for cucr. Nor 
can I finde what I may more fartly 
call this heaven of the heauens to our 
Lord ,-then that howſe of thine, 
which is contemplateinge thy de-/ 
lighte, withour any defe@-ar all, 
and withour theleaſt inclination to? 
deparre from that affc& ro any 0+ 
ther; that pure minde, moſt intirely: 
one, that eſtablichement of hols 
bleſſed ſpirits in the foundation of 
peace, in thoſe heauens' aboue, 
which arc yet aboue theſc heanens: 

which we ſte. oy 
Hereby my ſoule (whoſe pilgri- 
mageisſo far of from thee) mayvn- 
derſtande, if »ow it haue not reafon 
zo ſight towards thee; and if now my 
| it tears 


em oy. 
Pears, are mot to be made the bread Þſ;l. 


wheron [ feede; and if now I hauc not 41,» 
cauſe, fo deſire that one thinge , and to Pſal, 


beop it agayne and agayne , ; pans "7s 
inkabire Shewk att e days of my fs. , 
And whacis the life of h 
bur thou; and what are the days 
therof, but thy eternity, as thy years 
are, which ncuer faile. Ler therfore 
my ſoule vnderſtand here, as wellas 
itcan, how ſublymely thou art Erer- 
»all before all tymes, fince that howſe 
of Yeatwenrry ation net from 
thee, although it be net coeternall 
with thee, yet by reaſon thar it ad- 
heareth co thee, withour any failing, 
or euer faintinge, it vndergoerh noe 
yaricty of tyme. Bur ſucking -vp thy 
immurability , with a perpetuall & 
perſcucringe purity of minde , it 
doth ar no tyme, and in noe place 
depart from thee, ro whome it 
cleaues with vnſeparable loue , & to . 
whome thou arr cuer preſent. And 
ſo, haucinge no future which it may 
expeCte, nor any tranſitory thing 
paſt, which ir may remember ; it is 
not varicd by any turnes, nor exten» 


ded by any tymes. 


at howle, 


T4 The Meattations 


CuA?r.. - &. 


He prayeth that the ſpirituall how 
of God, may pray for him. 


Thou bright . and beaurifr 

| howle of God, 1/ haze lexed 

comelyneſſe , and the place of the hab 
tation of the glory of my Lord Go: 
who did both build thee, and dor 
poſleſle thee, Lett this pilgrimag 
of myne , {cad Gighes to thee, d; 
and night, let. my. bart pant. tc 
wards thee ; lett my 4K, 4 intch 
thee ; and lett my ſoule defire to a1 

riue to_ the, Socicty of thy beat, 
trade. ,I beſcecke him who mad 
thee; that he will poſlcfle me ; 
thee , for it is he who made bot 
rhee & me. Or rather doc thou dc 
ſire and beſceche of him, that he wi 
make me worthy of the particip; 
tion of thy glory. For I doe nc 
challenge thy holy Sociery , nor th 
admirable beauty., by any meri 
of minc; but I deſpaire not tg 0 


: howlſle 


autifull 
owed thy 


be habi- 


rd God, 
1d doth 


Trimage 


ec, day 
ant. to- 
> intend 
Ee toar- 
4 beati- 
o made 
» me in 
de both 
hou dc- 
thewill 


uticipas 


doc not 
.nor thy 
/  METLLE, - 
AL oby 


. | 


 astolooke into thoſe interior pry 
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-reine it, by the Blood of him who 


redeemed me. Onely let thy meritts 
help me, lerthy moſt holy and moſt 
pure Prayers, which by noe meanes 
can want efficacy with Almighty 


God, comein ſuccourof me againſt 


my inns. 


' {1 canfeſſe that I haue wandred like P{4/. 
# loſt cheepe , and: my habitation here 118. 
is prolonged, and I am taſt farrof from Pal. 
the face of my God, into this blinde- 119. 
_ neſſe of banishment. Where, being _ 


drinen'from the ioyes of Paradiſe, 
I am dayly lamentinge with my _ 
ſelfe; the miſeryes of my captiui-_ 
ty; and1 finge. a mornefull Gate 


. and I make huge lamentations,. 
when I remember thee , O /ernſa- 


Item who art my mother, & whileſt 
I finde' my feete ſtandinge in thy 
outward Courts, O thou faire and 
holy Sion ; but am not ableſo much 


of that Temple. Bur yer I hope 
that I shall once be bronght into 
thee, vpon his shoulders , who is 
my Paſtor , and who wasthy buil- 
der, thartI may triumphe with thee, 


inthar inſpeakable ioy, wherewith 
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they retoyce , who ſtand with thee 
before God our Sautour himſclfe, 
who diſchanged our enmityes in hes flesh 
and who pacifyed all things which are 
both in Heanen and in earth, by bis 
Fph.2. blood. Forheis our peace, who made 
both to become ove ; and who ioyned 
in him ſelfe, thoſe two walls, which 
went bycontrary ways. Ordeyninge 
_ thypermanenrfelicity , and promit- 
ſing thar he would giue himſelfe to 
vs, accordinge tothe ſame meaſure, 
ſayinge: Andthey chalbe equall to the 
Mate, Angells of God in Heanen, O Teru- 
22 falem, thou cternall howſe of God, 
bethou [after the charity of Chriſte 
our Lord ) my ioy, and my com- 
forr , and let the (weer memory 
of thy bleſſed Name , be the dif- 
: =1{-s of all my wecrinefle, & trou- 

blecs, 


Cuavy. XXL. 


+. How full this life of ours, is, of 


bitterne(ſe. 


8 Cy I am extreamely wear 


of this life, and of this woctkull 
ilgrimage. This /ife, this miſerable 
fe, fraile life, vncettaine life, labo+ 
rious life, yncleane life.: Life which 
is the lady of wicked men , the 
queene of proude men, full of mi- 
ſeryes and crrours, which deferues 
not to be call'd a life , but a death, 
fince we are dying in every moment, 
by diners kinds of death , through | 
the ſcucrall miſcryes and changes, 
which we are ſubie& roo. Doth 
therfore this, which weliue in this 


world, deferue to be called a life; 


when humors make vs (well, and 
reife extenuares , and vnnaturall 
as dryes vp , and impreflions of 
the ayre infet. Meat maketh farr, 
faſting maketh leane, mirth rotteth, 


ſorrow conſumeth, care ſtraitneth, 
D u) 
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ſecurity ſtupifyeth. Riches make vs 
boſte;pouerty caſts vsdowne;yourh 
makes vs growe ; age makes vs 
ſtoope; ſicknes breakes vs; & ſorrow 
oppreſles vs. Andro all theſe miſc- 
ryes, furious death ſucceeds, and at 
aclappdothſo impoſe an end vpon 
this miſerable life, that as ſoone as 
it hathlefrrto be, it is ſcarle belecucd, 
that cucr it Ws. | 
This witall death, and this mortall 
life , although it be all fpririckled 
with theſe, and many he xn bitter 
miſcryes: alas , alas, ir dothyerttake 
very many, bythe inticeinge plea- 
ſures therof,and it deceives them, by 
the. falſe promiſles which it makes. 
Andalchough, of it felfe, it beſo ve- 
ry biting , & ſo bitrer , asthat it can- 
not be concealed from her blinde 
louers; yet are there an infinite nom- 
ber of fooles in the world , whome 
\ $he inrertaynes & inebriatcs, with 
the golden challice which she hath 
in her hand. Happy are they (bur 
they are to fewe) who refuſe het ta+ 
miliatity, who diſpiſe- her ſleight en« 
rertaniements, and ioys; & who for- 


fakeall ſociety with her, leſt they be 


ake vs 
yourh 
ces Vs 
orrow 
mile- 
and at 
vpon 
Ine as 
-cucd, 


mortal 


Ickled 


bitter 
trtake 
lea- 
<a by 
nakes. 
ſo ve- 
t can- 
linde 
nome 
home 
with 
hath 
(bur 


ct fas 


of all excellency, and dignity; w 
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forced to perish with that deceiuer 
when she perisherhi. 


/ 


A ee 


Cmai KXXIL 


heed 


Of the felicity of rhat life, which our 


Lord hath prepared, for thens 


that lone him, 


Thou l/ife,which ourrord Fath 
repared for. them who loue 

him. O thou viral! lite, happy life, 
quictrlife, ſccurelife . beaurifull life, 
urelife,chaſtelife, holihfe;/ifewhich 
Lawns not what belongs to dearth; 
which knowes not whar belongs ts 
ſorrow ; life wirhour ſporr, without 
gEreife, without anxiety, withour cor- 
ruptis, without perturbati6, without 

yaticty, and mutation: /fe, prong 

here 

rhereis noe 2duerfary ro impugne vs 

noe inticeinge baire of finnto allure 


. vs;where there is perfett loue & noe 


I, Cor.z 


feare; & ancuerlaſtinge day, andoxe 1:10an, 
ſpiritt of v5 all ; where Goa us ſeene face 3+ 


At El» ro face ; 8 where the ſoule is full fedd 
0 for- with this foud of {fe, without all de- 
ey be bed: © $44 
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Iam reſfolued to looke flifly to- 
wards thy light; Thy felicity, do 
lightsand drawes me to thee with a 
greedy hart, The more I conſider 
thee, the more doe languish with 
thy loue, and with a vehement de- 
fire of thee ; and I am extreamely 
_ delighted with the ſweere remem- 
brance of thee. I am thertore reſol- 
ued, Iam refolued to caft vp mync 
eyesto thee, tocreR the ſtare 7; toa 
minde, and ro conforme the affec- 
tions of my will rothee. I am rclol- 
uedrotalke of thee, to heer ſpeake 
of thee, ro writc of thee, to confert 
with others of thee ; daily to read 
ſomewhat of thy felicity & glory; & 
when I shall haue reddit, torcuolue 
it very often in my hart; that at [caſt 
by this mcanes, I may paſſe on from 
the burninge heats , and dangers, & 
royling labours of this mortall , & 
dying life, to the [weete refreshing of 
chat vitall aire of thyne ; and that 
I may proceedat laſt, (when I shall 
lay my ſelfe downe to ſleepe) to re- 
poſe my head alittle, in that boſ 0- 

me of thyne. 

To this ead, I curcr now and 


y to- 
, do» 
with a 


nfider 
with 
nt de- 
amcly 
mem- 
re{ol- 
mynec 


of my 


affec- 


relol- 
peake 


onferr 


» read 


Iry; & 


=nolue 


at leaſt 
n from 
ers, & 
all, - 
ing © 
d wo 
I shall 
to re- 


bol 0+ 


w and 
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' then, into thole [weere feilds of thy 


holy Scriptures ; and whileſt Iam 
turninge ouer thoſeleaues, I gather 
the fres|) rowers of fentences from 


_ thence. By reading them I cat ; by 


frequenting them I ruminare ; and 
by gatheringe them vp atlaſt,I lodge 
themin the deepe receptacle of my 
memory ; that, by this meanes, ha- 
ueingtaktena taſte of thy ſweetnes, 
I may fecle the bitternes of this moſt 
miſerable life, fo much the leſle. O 
thou moſt happy life , O Kingdome 
which art trucly blefled, free from 
death, and farr, from haucing an 
end, towhich noe tymes shall cuer 
ſucceede, where that day which is 
ſtill continued without night, ad- 
mitts of noc Tyme; where the con» 


—_— fouldiers being affociared 


tothoſechantinge quire of Angells, 


fing that Canticle of the Canticles of 
Syon , to Almighty God, wichour 


ceafinge ; the garland of triumph 


imbraceingethcir glorious heads, & 
that for cuer. 

I would to Chriſte, that my finns 
beinge once forgiuen me, and then 


_ this burden, beinge layd downe,, I 


D yv 


ous 
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might be afligned ro crernall reſt ; & 
might inrer into thy ioyes, withir 
thoſcexcellent and beautifull wall 
of thy Citty ; recciuinge the crowne 
of glory fromthe hand of my Lord 
That I might be preſent , wit 
thoſe moſt holy Quires of Angels 
That together with thoſe bleſſes 
Spiricts , I might concurr to glo- 
rify our Creator ; that I migh 
vewe the preſent face of Chriſt, 
our Lord; that I mightfor euer be 
hold that ſupreame, vnſpeakable, 8 
yncircumſcribed light : and thar 
not being ſubie&@ to any feare 0 
death, I might for euer reioyce, 11 
the cucrlaſtinge cridowment of in 
corruption. 


CLAS. TXH0L 


Of the felicity of that holy foule whic 
departeth hence, 


Hee is that ſoule , whic 
beinge diſcharged from th 


body of earth, gocs freely vp 


eſt ; & 
vithin 
walls 
rowne 
Lord. 
. with 
lngells; 
Dleſled 
> glo- 
might 
:hniſte 
1er be- 
ible, & 


that ſo 
eare of 


yce, Ih 
| of in- 


> 
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heauen, and which in peace, & ſafe, 
and not fearing either any enimy, or 
death ir (elfe. For it will then haue 
preſent, and it shall for ener behold, 


thatmoſt beautifull Lord, whome it 


hath ſcrued , and whome it hath lo- 

ued. and ro whome it arrineth then, 

all full of glory, and ioy. This glor 

of {o great beatirude, noe tyme chall 
diminish, nor noe wicked man ra- 
uish from vs. The Danaghters of Syon ,+__. 
ſaw this ſoule, and did orb h Y ns Cant. 
moſt happy ; The queenes andthe concy- 

bines ſawe it ſayinge , Who ts this, which 
goeth ferwardlile a riſeinge morninge, 
faire like the Moone , bright like the 

Sunn, and terrible like a pitched feild 


of armed men? How ioyfully dothshe 


oe forth, make haſte, and runn', 
when with aſtonished cars, she hears 
her Spoxfſe fay thus : Riſe vp , and Cat 2 
make haſte , O tho? my freind , - anti 
my beautifull creature , and come with 
me; for new the Vinter 1s ouer-paſt, 
the Storme is gone , and hath hidd it 


 felfe; the flowers haue appeared in our 


Soyle, the tyme of pruninge ts novv 

come , the woice of the turtle hath 

beene heard in our land ; The figg 
| ÞF::09 


$4 The Meditations 
tree , hath brought forth her younge 


te, the wines are in flowver , and 
ſend forth theire odour. Riſe vp , make 
haſte , O thou my freind , my faire 
Creature , my dine , in the holes of 
the Rocke , im the hollowves of the 
hoveſe ; Shovy me that face of thyne, 
lett thy woice ſound forth in my ears ; 
for thy woict is ſuveete , and thy fact 
v5 fall of comlineſſe, and grace. Come 
my elefted , and my beautifull Crea- 
pure , my done , my immaculate, m) 
Spouſe. Come, and [ will place my 
throne in thee , becauſe I bane had 4 
greedy deſire of thy beauty . Come, 
that thou maiſt reioyce in my ſeate, 
with my Angells , whoſe ſociety ] 
| haue promiſled thee. Come, —— ts 
many —— , and labours, and 
enter into the joy of thy Lord , which 
_ Shalbe able to take from 
TEC, 


of S. Auguſtine. 


He innoketh the Saynts. 


H#w areall yow, O Saynts of 
God , who now haue paſled 


through the ſea of mortality, and 


hauec obteyned to arriue at the gate 
of cternall quierneſle, ſecurity , 8& 
peace, yourſelues beinge peacefull 
and ſecure , and perpetually full of 
criumph and toy. I Lofovcles yow , 
by your owne Charity : yow , who 
are ſecure concerninge your ſelues, 
be yet ſolicitous concerninge vs. 


Yow are ſecure , ey runs, your 


owne incorruptible glory ; be yow 
ſolicitous of our manifold miſcry. 


By him I beſcech yow, whoe choſe 


yow, who made yow what yow are; 
inthe fruition of whoſe beauty yow 
are fatiared ; by whoſe imorrality, 
yow are now imortalized ; by whoſe 


- moſt bleſſed viſion, yow are conti- 


nually in ioy ; be yow alſo conti- 
nually mindfull of vs. Helpe vs mi- 
ſerable CICAtures , who in the ſalr 


| 
| | 
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waters of this life, are tofſed, with 
ſtormes ronne about vs. Yow arc 
choſe moſt beautifull gazes , who 
haue beene creed, ro a huge alri- 
rude; O giue ſome helpeto vs, who 
are noe better thena baſe pauemenr, 
1ying ſo farr vnderneathyow. Stretch 
7 your hand, & raiſc vs vp vpon 
our fcere ,cthatwere conering our of 
our infirmity , may become ſtrong, 
and firt for warr. Intercead, & pray 
with conſtaney, and perſeucrance, 
for vs miſerable, and moſt negligent 
finners ; that by your Prayers, we 
may be ioyned to your holy (ocicty, 
for otherwiſc we shall not beſaued. 
For weare extreamely trayle ;and of 
no ſtr:ngrh or vercue, wilcrablebeſe 
wretches; beaſts, who care bur for 
the belly,rhe flaucs of fiesh & blood, 
in whome. the. very shadow of 
g00dnes. doth (carce appeare. And 
yet not withſtandinge, beinge pla- 
ced ynder the confcflion of Chriſte 
our Lord, weare borne vp, by the 
wood of his Croſſe, whileft we ſatle 
through this great and (patious feaz 
where there are creepinge Creatures 


/ without nomber : where there ars 


2 
pu 
$i 
- z 

x 


» W ho 


emenr, 
Srrertch 
p vpon 
_ of 
rong, 
bY bby 
rance, 
ligent 
$, we 
ciety, 
aued. 
nd of 
2; baſe 
t for 
lood, | 
7 of 
And 
pla- 
rite +4 
the 
ſaile 
lea; 
Ures 
ars 


[ 
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reat and ſmall, where 
crucll dragon, cuer 


places full of dangers, as Scylla and 
Charybdis, and innumerable others; 
where careleſle perſons , and they 
who are of a wauctinge faith, fuf. 
fer shipwrache. Pray yow to our 
Lord, pray O yow who are full of 
pitty , pray al yow troopes of 


Saintes, and all yow companies of 


. blefled Spirirrs, that beinge afſliſted 


by your Prayers, and meritts, we 
may , with our shipp and merchan- 
dize obteyne to arrive ſound & ſafe, 
at the hauen of erernall ſaluation, & 
quietnes, and continuall peace, and 
of that ſecurity which muſt neuer 
hauc an end... ' 


= £ bd 
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" "Cm APs. XXV. 


The deſire of the ſonle tovvard the ſus 
pernall Citty of Jeruſalem. 


| leruſalem, that art my mother, 


ALFZFO thou Holy City of God, 
tbou moſt deere Sponſe of Chriſt our | 


thereis a mo 
' ready to deuour vs, where there are 


. 
_ alde A. aee erdadd  tradbes oo 


4+ 


44- 


Cant, 


33 The Meditation? 


Lord, my hart loues thee, and m 
ſoule isextreamely defrous to enio 
thy beauty. O how gracefull, ho\ 

lorious, and how noble art thou 
Thou art all faire , and there is noe on 
ſport in thee, Exult, and reioyce, C 
thou faire Daughter of the Prince 


Pſalm, for the King hath beene in concupiſcenc 


of thy bea#ty: and he who excellet] 
all r 4 Sonnes of men in beauty 
hath beene taken by that ſweernes 
and grace of thyne. But what kind 
of man, ts that beloned of thyne , who 


fo much beloued , O thou faireſt © 


Cant. 5 Woemen ? My belowed 1s white an 


Cant.7 
Cant, 5 
Cart, 3 


read , the choiſe of a thouſand. As 
fruite tree in the mideſt of a wild 
wood , ſo is my belowed , amongſt th 
Sornes of men : V nder his thadowe 
whome [ bane defired , behold I fit 
downe with ioy, and his fruite is ſwee 
to my throate. My beloned putt fort) 
bis band through a diuiſion in the wall 
and my belly trembled vpon that toncl 
of his. 1 hane fought him whome m 


fowle lones ; inmy little bedd by night 


1 bane fought him , and I bawe founs 
him: I hold him faſt , and I will 0: 
tett him goe,, till he introduce me int 


nd my 
d enioy 
!, how 
thou ? 
noe one 
ce, O 
rince $ 
piſcence 
celleth 
cauty ; 
cetnes, 


't forth 
17e wall, 
t torch 
me my 
night, 
* found 
vill not 
”e 1uto 


7 


i749 bow ſe , and into his chamber, which 
4 Fi this 
- there, shalt thou giue me thoſe moſt 


of S. Auguſtine, 9 
rious mother of mine, For 


{weete breſts, more abundantly and 


more perfeRly ; and thou $halt ſa- 


risfy me with ſo admirable afaciety, 
ay! (o, as that I shall hunger, and 
thirſt noe more, for cuer. 


O happy ſowle of mine, happy for 


| euer, and forcuer, if I may obteyne 
to behold thy glory , thy beatitude, 
thy beauty ; thoſe gates and walls of 


thyne, thoſe ſtreets of thyne , thoſe 
many manfions of thyne, thoſe moſt 
noble citizens of thync , and that 
moſt renowned Kinge of thyne our 


Lord, who is there, in his Maicſty - 


and beautye. For thy walls are of 
pretious ſtones, thy gates are of moſt 
Ocient peatle, thy ſtreetesare paued 
with pureſt gold, wherein that ioy- 
full Allelnya is perpetually ſunge. 
Thy many manſions haue theyr fon- 
dation of ſquared ſtone, buile y 


with ſaphirs, & couered with plates 


of gold , where no man $hall en+ 
ter, who is notcleane, no man in- 
habice who is defiled, Thow art made 
faire , and ſweete inthy delights, O- Ie 
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90 The Meditations 
ruſalem our morher.There isno ſuc 
thinge in thee, as we luffer here, yc 
or ſuch as we ſee, in this miſerab 
life of ours. There is no darkenef 
or night in thee, or any diuerſity « 
tymes. In thee theireshines no lig] 
of the lampe , noe fplendor of tl 
Moone,noe beame of the Starrs, bt 
God of God;light of light , the Sonne « 
Iuſtice\, rs cuer Huminateinge the: 
The white and imaculare lamb, 
that cleere, and moſt beautifulllig] 
of thine. Thy Sonne, and thy clarit 
and all thy good, is that indehicier 
contemplation, of chis moſt beaut 
full Kinge. | 

The King of Kings himl lfe, 
in the mideſt of thee; and his Chi 
dren, are circlinge him in, roun 
abour : There are thoſe muſica 
Quires of Angells , there is th: 
congregation of heavenly Citizen; 
There is the {weete folemnity, c 
all chem, who are gocing into th 
ioyes, our of this {ad pilgrimage 
theirs. There is that Quire of th 
Propheits; Thereis the intire nombe 
of the Apoſtles; There isthe trium 
phanut army of inumerable 4ſav 


no ſuch 
Te, yea 
i{crable 
ceneſle, 
rlity of 
10 light 
r of the 


rrs, but 


onne of 
7e thee, 
mb, 1s 
ulllighr 
' clariry 
echcient 
beauti- 


"fe, 1s 
s Chil- 
round 
naſicall 
is that 
It1zens. 


ity, of 


ato thy 
nage of 
of the 
z0mber 
trtum- 
2A av- 


: 


of S. Anguſtine. 97 


| #yr1; There, is the holy Congrega- 
* tion of bleſſed Confefſors; There, 
|} arctholetruec, and perte& Monchs ; 


\ There, are thoſe holy woemen, who 


.haue ouercome the Poon of this 
World , and the in 


rmity of their 
ſex: There, 'are yong men, and 
maides , who haue our runn their 


years, by the Santtiry of their afti- 


ons: There, are thoſe sheepe, and 


 lambes , who. haue eſcaped from 


the ſnares of terrene pleature, and 


ion. Theglory is different of euery 


one, but rhe ioy common to them _ 


all. True & perfect charity raignerh 
there, becauſe God is there, who ts 


: all in all, whome they ſee withour 


end, and by euer ſeeing him,they are 
all burninge in his loue. They loue 
and praiſe him, & they praiſe & loue 
him. All che worke they doe, isthe 
praiſe of God without end, withour 
euer laueinge, and yet without euer 
labouringe. Happy $hall I be, and 
for cuer truely happy , if after the 


reſolution of this poore body of 
mine, I may obteyne to heare thoſe 


Canticles of celeſtiall melody , whicts 


 theyalleriumph in their proper ma- | 


1. Cor. 


I;. 


> lenny 


y shall | be, yea too ha 
py, if 1 ſo may Se ro 7; 
. my partethere, and ro ſtand in th 
preſence of my Kinge , my God 
and my guide, and to fce him i: 
his glory-, as he hath vouchſaife 
to promiſle, ſaying: Father, 1 Wi 
that tþey whome thou haſte giuen me 
, may be with me; that they may ſee m 
glory, which I bad with thee , befor 

the creation ef the world. Andels wher 
_ he faith. © Let him who miniſtreth 7 
me, me ; and where 1 am 
there hall my ſernant alſo be. And ye 
ine he ſaith : He who loweth me 
thalbe beloned of my Father ; and 
will lowe bins, and 7 will manifeſt wt 
ſelfe ro hims. 


ome ro er Ap 


| wil hs fi ghes, toſceher{clf 
In furious toll 
: "She beholdes the glorious ſtats 
 Whichshebyſinning loft. 

\- Prefentills; our 
', Doemake vsthi 


contents, 


of moſt, 


Who canvtter the full ioy 
Which that high peace doth hold; 
Where the buildinges founded are,. 

On Orient perles vnrold. 
 Andall the workes of thoſe high. 


roomes, 


one vie beamesofgold. * 


© oe UP: 8 Mo - + >” + --—_ 


| Rog is combin'd with ſto© 


which higheſt 
Nay ney Big 


Ice dot paſſe; 
the recs ». ALE pau'd 


As ber were wo "olaſſ 
No trasb, no baſe mareriall, 


Is there , or cuer Was. . 


wo. qr ts $ 'S it | 
The herolleneds , orfcorctinghi 
_  Hathnoadmittance there; - 
The roſcs doe norlooſe their lanes, 
'For$ ring laſts all the yeer; |: ;- 
TheLilly'swhyte, the Saffron redd, 


The Fayre « 1,5 RY 
The fields are greene , the planes do 


... thrive, 
The ftreames, with hony flowe, 
From ſpices odours, & ti5 gorames, 
Moſt prerious liquors growe- 
Yor hang vpon whole woods of 
rrees, | 


Andrhey shall ll doeſo, 


The ſcaſons is not 3 ay Gas till 
Borh Sunne, & Moone are brighe: 
The Lambe of this faire Citty, bs 


Tharcleacc immortall "gh 


Vhich never endsinnight. 


” As brightas brighteſt S'unne.; 
Afrer triumph,crowned they - \- | 
- To muruall ioyes {hall cunne-” 

i” | And fafcly.count their. fightes, and 
focs, pee: and Thy 

| When once the warre is done. 


£4 
x 


1, | Forbeing freed from all defeQs, 
” They Fele no fleshly warre.. 
-» þ Orrather, boththe flesh & minde, 
» | Atlengrthvnicedare:, ... 
- | Andioyinginſo tich a peace, 


They cagadmitt no jarre, + 


- Hauing quitt theſe fadinglcanes, 
F | _Theyfceke thieire roote againe; 
© . | Andbeholdthe preſent face 
Of Trathe, whichhach noftayne; 
Drinking , at thatliuely ſpring, 
Huge | Rt] of ivycsip graine, 


OI A” 


| Thence they fetch that happy fate; 
Wherein no change they ſee; 


$ <<” + Os 


A 2-7 $4 6+ - © Body $ + l wy | 
Nay , all the Saints themiſelues, shall 


Nor young men, oldcan be. 


There, haue they their Ecernity; 
Their paſſage, then is paſt. 
They jy flourish, and they 


CS. of is caſt. 
 Immorrall ſtrength, hath ſwallowed 
Thepowerof death atlaſt. 


Whoknowe theknower of all things 
Wharcan they chooſe bur knowe? 
They all behold their fellowes harts, 
Add all rheit ſecretts showe. © 
Oneat of will; and of notwill, 
From all their mindes doth flowe. 


Though all cheirmeritrs diners be 
According to their paynes, 
Yetcharity makes rhar ones oWne, 
Which any fellow gaynes, 
And allwhich doth ba fo ong ro one, 
Toallofthewpertaynes. © 


NN INE To thas 


» Wa 


oh... 1 


Y 
loafe, can feede them all, who 


live 
In both rheſe Countries great. 


-One 


| | | l 
| — Hungry there, yer ener full, 
| © They hanewharthey deſire. 
No ſatiety offends, 


| Nor hungar burnes like fire, 
Aſfpiringly they cuer eare, 
Andeating they aſpire. Xa, 


There are euer newe concerts . 0 
With ſongs which haue no end. - Ol 
The organs of eternall ioy, | y 
Doe on their eares attend, 
In prayſe of their triumphant King; 
\, Theyall, their voyces ſpend, 


s a." a 


| Happy Soule , which canſt be+ 
hold 
. This King ſill preſent there. . © 
And from thence , maiſt ſee the 
=: world 
Runn round , ſecure from feare; 


Ekift thou Crowne of S AF 
Grant methispeſſeſſion, . 1 © 

When I $hall hauelcaue to.quitt, 
This dangerous profeſſion; 

Andyouchſaue tolert me haue, 
Amongſt chy Saints , my {eſon. 


Giue me ſtren he, who labour. in 
This batray ig yer depending, 
That when [ haue fonghtmy beſt, 
. Some peace may by attending; 

AndI mayobreynethy (elf, 
Ln my reward not cnding, 


Amen, 


_ 
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" Of the continuall praiſe , which a ſoule 
| 1 Conceineth bythe contemplation 


_ of theDiuinity. 


'% O Myfoule, bleſſe our Lord , and 
' "Fall the powers within me, ſing 
praiſe to his holy Name. O, my ſoule, 
' _ Gleſſe our Lord, and. forgett not all 
> *' bus benefits. O all yea workes of or 
Lord, bleſſe him : and thou, O my. 
' ſoule, bleſſe onr Lord, in all the pla- 
ces of his dominion. Let vs praiſe God, 
whome the Argells praiſe, whome 
the Dominations adore, whome the 
Powers trembleat\} tro whome Che- 
rubin and Seraphin doc thus, with -—+ 
a neuer cealinge voice, proclame, b 
Holy, Holy, Holy. Let ys ioyne 
our yoices, tothe voice of the holy 
Angells, and lett vs praiſe this 
Lord, whois common to vs both, 
to the vttermoſt 'of our power. 
For they praiſc our Lord, moſt 
Aurely, and inceſlantly , who are 


4 
4 ! 
f | EH 
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4. Cor. 
13. 


wes are changed _ into immutabi- 


The . F 4 | . | 
alwayes plungedin thardiuine-con- 
templarion, #ot bya glaſſe, or in a fi- 
gre , but face to face. 

Bur who shalbe ableto (ay, or fo 
much as to-thinke, what kinde of 
innumerable multitude of bleſſed 
Spiritts, and celeſtiall powers, that 
is, which ſtanderh in che fight of 
our Omnipotent Lord God 2 Whar 
glory , whar endles' feſtiuiry they 
envoy, by theviton of God? What 
delighr, without any defeat? What 
ardor of loue , notrormentinge , bur 
delighting*Who can ſay, what deſire 
there is; of the viſen of God, when 
they hauecaticty , and how they can 
haue. ſariery with deſire ?. Whercin 
nether deſire, procures.atty payne, 
nor. ſatiety. breeds any loart Inge? 


'How they growe ro be happy, by 


adheating, to: that ſupreaine beati- 
rude *'How they growe to be made 
Fl pe) conion&ion with that 


true tig t? How by cuer beholdinge 


the immutable Triaty , themlcl- 
liry ? | 
But how 'shall we be able to com- 


prehend rhat heighr 'of Angelicall 
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ry 


it !' into; contemplation, . (of. celeltiall 
/ . things; and is prooucd., ro haye 
' _ foundout, with ſuch ſubdill-power 
of witr, the skill of fo many arts, for 
the vie of man ? What kind of thing 
is this , which knoweth ſo many 
other things , and yet. is ſo wholy 
ignorant of how it ſelfe comes to be 
made? For althongh many doubtfull 
_ things be ſaid by many ; abour 'the 
beginninge of theſoule, yer we finde 
itto be a certainc intellettual ſpirice, 
_@ſpirit- made by the, power of the 
Creator ; liucinge — a ſort im» 
mortally, and quickninge the body 
which carryes it,, which body 4s 
ſubie ro mutability, and to'great 
want of memory. whileſt this very 
 ſpixitis ofcen depreſſed by feare, and. 
f'# 11 
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extolled by ioy. 
and ro which all aſtonishment is 
due. Of God, the Creator of vs 
all, who is vnſpeakable and incom- 
prehenſible , we read , we ſpeake, 
and we write exceſliuely , fublime, 
& wounderfull things, withour any 
ambiguity at all. But whatſocuer 
we ſay-of Angells, and ſoles, weare 
notſo wellableto prooue. 


Bur yet left the minde' paſſe on. 


euen from theſe thinges , and 
tranſcend all that which is crea- 
ted. Lert it runn and riſc, and 


Hurrer,, and fly —_ ; and lert 


ir fix the eyes of Faith , as cgerly 
asVit can, vpon him” who created 
all things. 1 will therfore , make 
certaine ſtepps of riſeinge in my hart ; 
and by them 1 will aſſend into' my 
ſoule; and by the pureſt power of 
my minde, t will afſend to ne 
Lord, who remaines pointe blanc 
oucr my head: FO0e 
-Whatſoeuer is viſibly ſeene, 


: 


whatſocuer is 'imagined , though 


in a moſt ſpirirvall manner , 1 will 
remoue'farr of; from rhe ſight of 


my hart and minde, with a ſtrong 


Oadmirablethings] 


r underſtanding paſſing on, with 
dy flighte rowards him, arriuc 
imwho isthat Creator himſelfe 
both of Angells andſoules, and all 


things ſe. © 


 Bleſſedisthar ſoule, which for- 
fkerhinferiorthings, and afpireth 


ito ther , which are ſublyme ; and 


laceing the feat of her habitation, 


Inthoſc highe vnhanted wayes, doch 
. contemplate the Sonn of Tuſtice, 
_ fromthoſe mighty rocks,wirh cagles 


eyes. For there is nothinge ſo beau- 


tifull; and {o deleightfull , as With 


the sharpe ſight of rhe minde, and 
theeager dere ofthe hart , to con- 
templare rhis God himlelfe alone ; 
andafter a wounderfull manner in- 
uifbly ro beholde him who is inui- 
ſible; & ſo, to taſte, nor the ſweernes 
ofthis world, but of anorher, andro 
beholdnotthis inferior kind of lighr, 
but another. For this /z2br, which is 
Shurrvp in place, it is ended in tyme, 
it is varied by the interruption' of 
nighrs ; and this {gbr, which is com- 
mon to vs with wormes, atid other 
vateaſonable beaſts , incopariſonof 
- Iv "8 ua 
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' that other ſouucraigne light ,) is ra- 
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her to becalled night then light. 
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What it 15th ſee God . and to 1moy him, 
after a ſort , and how we are 


_ to thinke of God. 


- 


D Vc although that ſupreame and 


Þee 


vnchangeable cence, that in- 
deficient ighe , that light which is cn- 
ioyed by -the Angells, can be feene 
by noe creature in this life ;.{ this 
being the reward, whichis reſerucd 
onely forthe Saints , who cnioy ce- 
leſtiall glory) yet to belecue, rocon- 
ceaue , to. hane a feelinge,, and-ar- 
dently to aſpire rowards this Glory, 
isro "A it, aftera ſort, and to polſ+- 
ſeſle ir. Let our voice therfore ex- 
tend it ſelfe. beyond the Angells, and 
lete man contemplate God, with an 
earneſt minde; and lett him, with 
wharwords he can, expreflc Gods 
praiſes, ro God himſelte.. For icisall 
tcaſon., that the Creature Should 
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praiſe his Creator, ſince he vouch- 


bog 
Y 


" ſ{afed-to create vs, that we might 


praiſe him , when yet he” had noe 
need of our'ptaiſes” For his vertue 
is incomprehenſible, he needeth 
none, bur-is all {ufficient for him- 


 ſelfe. Onr Lord God ws great, and his 
wertue is great, and of bis wiſdome | 
' there is noe end, Our Lord Gods Pſal. 

' great yard highly worthy to be prayſed. 146. 8- 

Let our foule hatong loue him, ilet 95. 


our tongues {ing of him', and our 


 handwrine of him ; andler the faith- 


full hare imploy ir felfe, onely;vin” 


of ſpirgeuall delucs,-and acontem- 


| ipRG celeſtial myſteries, be day- 


y recreated, with chemoſtdelicious 


' food of this keauenly contempla- 


tion; that ſo being fully fed , with - 
this hcauenly repaſte,” he- may+ ery 
out with great exclamation , he may 
cry out with the very bowells of his - 
hart ; cry out with excefle of ioy., 

fay as followeth with a moſt ardent 


affection of his minde, 
C. L E y 


| CHar, XXIX. 
| Ze declaveth many © po av of 


IF Almighty G 
 »KE '@ ; Orniporent, moſt mer- 


Thon Supreame, moſt excel- 

- cifull, moſtiiuſt, moſt ſecret; moſt 
preſent, and moſt ſtrong ; ſtable 
_ and incomprehenſible , inuiſible , 
yet - ſeeinge all things ; Vnchan- 
z7eable, yp changeing all things; 
zortall, withour place , withour 
-xearme y' or circumſcriprion; Vnly- 
mited,'ineſtimable , inceffable, in- 
ſcrurable ;-Immoneable , yer mo- 
. ucinge all chings ; Vnſcarchable, vn- 
expreflable, terrible, & ro be greatly 
feared, ro be honored , and rrem- 
bled-ar ; ro be worshipped and re- 


LILT 


- 


'ucared: Neuernew, and neuer old, 
and. yet innouaring all things, and ! 
draweing prowde people into decay _ ; 
though they marke ir nor. Ever in 
aQtion/,, yee euer quiet ; gathering 
rogether , yer needing nothinge ; 


| Frryingeall rhinghs,; without fee- 
# - Th any waight ; fillinge all things, 
a wiehouebcia | 


? 


= wir ge included ; creating, 
- proteQinge; nourivhinge, and per- 
 feftinge all'things: Thou ſeckeſt, 
ahd yet "thou wanteſt "norhinge:' 
| Thouart inlone; yer without 'pal- 
Hon; Thou'arr' icalous , yer " vol 
- arr ſecure; Thou ''repenteſt ,*yer 
thon' art nor forry ; Thow att an- 
- pry\ Ferthouware not moved; Thou 
lager chy workes, but thou ne- 
- wer changeſt thy decrees. Thou ta- 
| Kkeſt that which: thou findeſt\, yer 
dideſt thou looſe nothing ; Thou 
- -art-neuer poore , and yet thou'arr 
© glide of gayne'; Thou art never 
'Couctbus yer thou exatteſt vſury 
at'our hands; we ſuperercogate to 
thee fo; as'to bringee thee into our 
debte;'and yet who hath ay thinge 
Which"is nor-rhyne* Thou'payeſt 
debts, 'ycr thou' owelt \nothinge; 
Thon' reecaueſt debrs , yet 'rhou- 
looſeſt norhinge . 'Thou 'as one 
-doſte quicken all things, thou haſte 
created all things, 'thou art'euery 
where ;-and thou art enery where 
altogether ; Thou canſt* be felt, 
E vj 
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108 The Meditation 
yerthon canſt not be ſcene: Than 
art not wanting any where, yetart 
thou-farr , from the thoughts of 
wicked cucn. Butthou art not wan- 
ting men .there, although thou be. 
farr.of from.theni,, becauſe where 
thou art not preſent by Grace , there 
thou art prefent-by rewenge. Thou 
toucheſt all things, yer thou tou- 
cheſtthemnor, ; ike. For ſome, 
thou /roucheſt onely, that they may 
be, but'nort that they. may {we ,,and 
feele,-and diſcourſe.: Bur lome .thou 
toucheſt,, that they. may. be, and 
lize|,and feele;. but yet not ſo., a5 
_ thatwirhall, they may 4;ſcomſe.And 
ſome agayne ,/thou doſft ſo rouch, 
as that they may be, and lixe,,,and 
feele, and di[ſcomrſe allo.Aud although 
thou be neuer ynlike thy ſclfe, yer 
doſt thou touchynlike things , after 
an vnlike,manner.' Thou. art coer 
elent , yer ſomertymes. thou 'art 
$6) ro be found; We follow thee, | 
when thou ſtandeſt ſtill, and yet we | 
are not able to lay hold on thee, *! 
whileſt yerthou holdeſt all 'rhings, *' 
filleſt all chings:, comprehendeſt all *_ 
things,” exceedeſt all things, vn- ! 
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' the other; but by. cpmperyending 


yet without che, noiſc: of /words. 
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5 | Thowreacheſtf rom one end to the other Sap. 8. 


: Prongh ; avd thou diſpoſe}t of all things 

I Ta bag art. not-exrended, 
| | according tothe proportion, of pla- 
ccs.5.norart thou, varied by the vi- 
ciflitude of rymes. Thou: baſte- ney- 

ther acccllc ,, nor. recelle; but thou 
| *nhabiteſt that inacceſiible_ light, which 
no mancucrfawe, or cance... 
- \Remanicinge quiet if thy ſelfe, 

| thoudoſte m = cixcuite about 
7 allchings, andthouarteuery where 
expreſlely and incircly all. For thou 
canſt norbe deuided or cnt, who 
art truely all; nor canſt thou be made 


\ 
- 
$ 3 : 
$1 : 
- - 
+ 37 © 
: ; 
i | 
l 
' 
2 
6 : 
$ 3 
1 - 
| ; 
g is 
i 3 
2 
DO 
b, 
4 
3 ; 


4. ARGS. - oy 7 99+ 


Leer Ns wn more pro! 


| be bee pe 391 Call chow Dri 


pro a rj HIP thats catiripr c6n- 


To gue of els. 
ny wr irc it; nor can learned 

peach tior all'the volumes of all 
s," vifolde ir. If there 
kv-rerr ' bookes to fIl' the* whole 
world; yer they cold not vnfolde 
c6inexpliceBlcſoiches of thee ;'be- 
cauſe thou art rracly vnſpeakable ; ; 
and canſtnotby any rncanes be con- 


. Aluded; nor written' of, asthowart, 


who aft 'rhe: fountayne of ditine 
lighe;: )\ahdrhe' Sonjs oF cacrlaſtinge 
charity. © 

' Thov' art great ” withour' quan- 
hy , &-rherfore thou'art immenſe ; 
thou krrigeod; withour quality, and 
agate he art-truely-;, and ſ- 
preamely good-, and there” is none 
good burrhou"alone; whoſe will is 
thy woke; / and whole' mcliatior is 
hy \power', 'whiodidſ{tcreare all this 
Faothinge, and thou'did(t ir, by'the 
onely. a& of thy will, Thou doſte 
poſleſle all thy creatures / withour 
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| the order of thy do- 


doe it ; yet is there nothing which 
? - thou canſt nor doe ;/ nor © didſt 
| | vthou'cuer 'repene thy ſelf. of any 
- chinge” which thott hadeſt done, 
rior art! thou 'troubled with any 
commotion , © or' tempeſt- of rhy 
minde ; nor doe the dangers of the 
whole world ; drawe any danger 
vponthee. | | LAN. 


alloweſt of any wickednes or finn; 
Thou neuer lyeſt, for thou arr'e- 
'  rernall Trath. '' By thy onely Good- 
' weſſewe are made , by 'thy Tuſfite 

| we are punished), and by thy mer- 
cy weare deliuered. © 
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>» 'Thon commandeſtnor, noryet'- 
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Us. The Meditations 
Nothing, neither in Heauen, ot 
which is Elementary, eyther of fire, 
orcarth , or any other thing ſubicct 
ro our ſenſe, is to be worshipped 
inſtead of thee, who truely art what 
thor art, and art not changed; and 
ro whome it doth moſt principally 
agree , that thou. be called that 
which the Grecians call Oz , and 
the Latins Ens, which ſignifierh. 
T he thing which is , ſor thou art ewe 
the ſame , and thy years will nener 
fayle. 

, Theſe ,,and many other things 
hauc beene thaughtme, by my holy 
Mother the Churche , wherot 1 am 
made a member, by thy grace. It 
hath taught me, that thou, the one- 
ly one, and true God, art not cor- 
porcall, nor paſlible; and that-no- 
thinge of thy ſubſtance @r nature, ts 
any way violable , or mutable, or 
compoled. and ftramed;-and there- 
fore it 1s certayne, that-thou canſt 
not be pereciued ,. by corporcall 
eycs; and that thou couldeſt 'nener 
be ſcene, in thy proper efſence, by 

_ any, martall' creature. Hereby it us 
clcarcly ro be ynderſtood, that as 
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he Angellsſce theenow, fo are we. 
ro lee L46cY after thislife. But yer,ne- 
 therarethe Angellschemſclues, able 
to ſee thee tuſt as thou art; and in 
» finethe Omniporent Trinity, is-not 
| waoly ſceneby any, but by thy one- 
ly ſclte. | 


——_— 


Cas. XXX; 
Of the vnity of God , and the plurality of 


Perſons in him, 


Ve thou art truly Yzity in thy 
diuinity , though mainfold in 
| the plurality of thy Perſons, ſo thar 
thou art numerably innumerable ;. 
and meſurably immeſnrable; & pon- 
derouſty imponderable. Forwe doe 
not pretend, to inde our any begin- 
ninge, of that ſupreame goodnelle, 
which thou thy ſelfe ty on whence 
all things, by which all things , and in 
wyich all things : but we ay, that all 
other things, aregood , by the parti- 
cipation of that goodnes, For thy dis 
uinc Eſſence , did cucr, and doth» 
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The Meditations 
ſtill want Afarrer, although it doe 
not want Forme ; namely that Forme 
which was neuer formed, the Forme 
of all Formes, that moſt beautifull 
Forme, which when rhou doft im- 
print - particuler things (as it 
might be ſome ſcale) there ean be 
noe queſtion , bur that ( withour 
any murabiliry in thee , eyther by 
way of augmentation , or diminu- 
tion ) thou maketitto be rtansferred 
from thy (clfe. Now whatſocuer is 
within rhe compaſs of created 
thinges', that alſo'is a creature of 
thyne, O thou, one Trinity, and 
three in Yity, thou God, whoſe 
Omniporency poflefleth , and ru- 
leth, and filleth all-rhings , which 
thou didſt create. And yer we doe 
not therefore fay, that chon filleſt 
all chings, as if rhey did conteyne 
thee , but rather ſo , as rhar they 
be conteyned by thee. Nor yertdoſt 
thou fill them all by partes, nor isir 
ro be thought, by any meanes that 
encty creature receiueth thee after 
the rate of the bigneſſe which irlelfe 
hath; that is to ſay , the greater, the 
greater parte; & theleſle, the lefte; 
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 F'V heter hall 1 goe from thy ſpirit, 
and wheter shall I fiy from thy face. 3 | 
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= potency concluderh all chings; oor 


= 


can any man finde a way , where- 
by' to make eſcape from thy 
powre. For he, who hath thee 
not, well pleaſed , wilbe fure not 
to c{cape thee, being offended; as 
it is wLitten, xeither from the Eaſt, 


Wor from the Veſt , nor from the de- Pſalm, 


fert monuntaynes , becauſe God ts the 
Tndge . And els where it is layd: pf 


8, 


- Fhe immenſicy of thy diuine 


reatnes. is ſuch, that we muſt 
hams thee to be within all things, 
and yet nor included; and without 
all things, and yer nor excluded, 
And therefore thou art interior, 
that thou waniſte conteyneall things; 
and therefore thou art exterior, 
that by the immenſity oof thy 
greatnes ; thou maiſte conclude all 
things. By this cherefore , that 
thou art- interior , thou art $chowed 
to be the Creator; but by this, that 
thou art extcrior , thou, art pro- 
ued to be the Gonrrnonr of them all, 
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ns The Meditations 

And leaft all chings which are crea- 
red, 5hould be without thee, thou are 
$uterior; bur thou art exterior ,to the 
end that all things may be included 
in thee. Not by any local magnitude 
of thyne, but by the potenniall pre- 
ſence of thee , who arr preſent cuc- 
ry where, andallthinges ro thee are 
preſent , though ſome vnderſtand 
_ theſe things, and others indeed, vn- 
derſtand themnor. The inſeparable 
vnity therfore of thy nature, cannoc 
hauethe perſonsſeperable \, becauſe 
as thou art Trinity in Vnity, and 


Vnity in Trinity, fo thou canſt nor 


haue ſeparation of perſons. 


It 1s true, thatthoſe perſonsare 


named ſeuerally ; bur yer thou arr 
ſo pleaſed roshow thy ſclfe, O God, 
thou Trinity, to be infeperable in 
thy perſons, as that there is noe 
name belonginge totheEin any one 
of them, which may not be referred 
ro another, according to the rules 
of relation. For as the Father to the 
Soune., and the Soune to the Father; 
forthe Holy Ghoſle. is moſt trucly re- 
ferred, bothro the Father & Sonne, 
But thoſe names, which fagnity thy 
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" ſubſtance, or perſon, or power, or Eſ- 
© ſence, or any thing which properly 
45 called G4, doe equally agree to 


all che perſons 3 As great God, Omni- 


e | potemtandeternall God ; and all thoſe 
c- | things which naturally arc faide of 


thee, O God. Therefore there is 


noe-name, which concernes the na- 
ture of God, which can (o agree to 


.-God the Father, as that ir may not 
alſo agree ro God the Sonre, as allo 
to God the /7oly Ghoſte, As for exam- 


ple,we [ay that the Fatheris naturally 


God, bur ſo 1s the Sore naturally 
God; andfo allois the Holy Ghoſte 


naturally God ; and yet not three 


{+ Gods, bur naturally one God, the 


Fither, the Sonrne , and the Hol 
Ghoſte : Therfore/art thou © iteh 
Trmity, inſeperable-in thy perſons, 
as thou art to be vaderſtoode by our 
mind, although thou haue ſcpera- 
ble names in worde ; becauſe chou 
doſt, by no meanes, indure a.plu- 
rallnomber,in the names Ge OIBINE 


to thy natwre.For herby itzs showed, 


that the perſons cannot be deuided 
inthe blefſed Trinity, which is one 
true God , becauſe the name of any 


09 VG rr _—_—_—— 


213 The Meditations 
one of che Perſons, doth cuer reſpe& 
an other of them. For if I name 
the Father, 1 shew the Somne; if I 
ſpeake of the Some , I proclame 
ths Father: if 1 ſpeake of the Hee 
ly Gboſte, it is neceſſarily to be vn- 
derſtoode, that he is the Spiritt of 
ſome other, namely of the Father, 
and of the Soxne. Now this is that 
true Faith , which flowes from 
ſound do@rine. This indeed, is the 
Catholique , and” Orthodoxall Faith, 

which God hath raughtme, by his 
Grace, inthe boſome of his Chxrch, 
which is my Mother, 
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Cans XXX. 


A Prayer to the bleſſed 
Trinity. 


Y Faith doth therefore call 
vpon thee , which thou, O 
Lord haſte giuen me, through thy 

oodnes, for my laluation. Now the 


faithful foule , lines by F atth, _ He 


w- 


ate & batt 


ESE, 
as 
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now holds thatin hope, which here 
"Fafcer he Shall hauc indeed. 1 call vpon 
= thee, O my God, with a pure cons 
ſcience , and with that ſweete lowe, 


which groweth,out of Faith, where- 
- by.thou haſte brought me , ro the 
ynderſtanding . of truthe —_ | 


away the darknes of ignorance, an 
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wherebychomhaſte drawen me out 


- of the, foolish bitrernes of this 
world ; and fo accompanyinge it, 
with the ſweernes of thy charity, 


thou haſte made it gefghetivs and 


deerto me. I doe wirh a lowde voice 


- inuoke thee, O bleſſed Trinity, & 


with thar ſincere lo#e which proven 


out of Faith, which Faith , thou 
haucing nourished cuen from my 
cradle , did'ſt inſpire. by the illu- 
ftration. of chy grace; and which 
chou haſt FeCl) of and confirmed 
in me , by the documents of my 
Mother the Church. I inuoke thee, 
O holy and bleſſed , and glorious 
Trinity , in Vnity ; the Father, 
the Soxne, and the Holy Ghoſte, 
our God, our Lord, and out 
Paraclete, Charity, Grace, and Com- 
munication, the Father, the Sonne, 


120 The Meditations 
and the [lxminator ; the Forntayne, 
the Kixer, and the [rrigation, or wa- 
_ reringe. Allrhingsby one, and all 
things in one, from whome, by whome, 
ans , all things. One, who lines 
by his ownelife, one, wholiuerh by 
another that lines; and one who is 
_ the viuifter of all them who liue; 
One from himſclfe, One from one, 
and One from two. One, being from 
himſclfe, One, being from another, 
and One, being from two other. 
The Father is tre.the Sonne is Truth, 
and the Holy Ghoſte is Truth. Ther- 
fore the Father, the Sonre, and the 
Holy Ghoſte are one efſence, one» 
power, onegoodnes, one beatitude, 
from whome, by whome, and in 
whome, all thoſe things are blefled, 
which areto be bleſſed at all, 
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That God is the true , and ſonereigne 
life. | 


Oo Supreame God, O Soune- 
reigne life, from whome, b 

whome , atid in whome, all hols 
things doe liue, which haue any 
erue, and happy life. O God who 
art thatgoodnefle, and thatbeauty, 
from whome, by whome, and in whome, 
all choſe things are faire, and good, 
which hauc any beauty, or good- 
neſſeinthem. O God, whoſe faith 
doth excite vs ,Fyhoſe hope doth 


ere ys, and whoſe charity doth 


vnite vs. O God , who requireſt 
that we ſecke thee , and who ma- 
keſt vs finde thee, and who openeſt 
to vs, when we knocke. O God, 
from whome to be auerted , 1s to 
fall? and to whome to be conuer- 
ted, is to riſe ; and in whome ta 
xemaine, is to conliſt, O God, 
whome noc man en bur he 


- .” 
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.who is deccaued; no man ſeeketh, 
but hewho is admonished ; and noe 
man findeth, 'but he who is pur- 
ged. O God, whome to know , is 
ro live ; whome to lerue , is to 
rejigne ;. whome to praiſe , is the 
ioy and faluation of the .ſoule. 1 
praiſe thee, I bleſſe thee , and I 
adore thee , with my lipps , (with 
my hart , and with all the whole 
poover have. And I af my 
umbleſt rhanks to thy mercy, and 
goodnes, for all thy-benefirts; and 
1 ling this Hymn of glory to thee, 
Holy, Holy , Holy. T inuoke thee, 
O bleſſed Trinity , beſecechinge, 
that thou wilt come. into me, and 
 make-me worthy to be the Temple 
of chy glory. Tibegg of the Fa- 
ther, bythe Sonne: I begg of the 
Sdnne ;by the Father ; I begg of 
the Holy Ghoſte,by.the Father, and 
the Sonne, that all vice may be farrc 
. .cemoued from me , and that all 
'holy werrue may .be planted in 
ame. EN | 
O Immenſe God , from whome 
all things ; by whome all things , 4 
whome althings, both vilibleandip: 
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" viſible Rid 7408 who doſte 
compaſle in, thy workes, without, 
and filleſt them, within ; who doſt 
couer them from aboue , and doft 
ſuſteyne them from belowe ; Keepe 

_ mewhoam the worke of thy hands, 
\ } and who hope in thee, and whoe 
| onely confide in thy metcy. Keepe 
/ me, I beſcechthee, here, andeuery 
where, now andeuer, within, and 
without ; before me, & behinde me; 
aboue and belowe , and round 
about ; that no place at all , may 
b* left, for thetreacherous atremprs 
of my cnimics againſt me. Thou 
art the Omniporent "God , the 
keeper, and the Proteor of all 
ſuch as hope in thee , without 
whome noe man is ſafe, none who 
can be free from danger. Thou 
art God, and there is-noe other 
God bur thou, neyther in heaucn 

i aboue,nor on Sn belowe. Thou. 
| whoe performeſt workes of 
proweſs, and ſo many wonderfull 

| and vnſcrutablethings, asthatthey 

7 excecd all nomber, 
Ks | - Praiſc is duc to thee, honor 
z- *? 4s duc to thee, and to thee Hymns: 
Pw AGE 
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of glory are due. To thee doe af! 
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the Angells, tothee the heauens & 
all che powers therof, ſing Hymns, 


andpraiſcs, without ceaſfcinge; and 


all creatures, and euery fpirirt doth 


.Praiſe thee, rhe holy and indiuidudll 


Trinity, asit becomes the creatures 
co their Creator, the Nlaucs to their 
Lord, and the ſouldiers , to their 
King. Alt 


<——_— ——— 


b ——__ 


CnAr. XXX 


Of the praiſe which men and Angell; 


gue to God. 


FT*O thee docall the Saintes, and 

& they who are humble of harr, 
rothee 7 th the ſpirltts and ſoules of 
iuſt perſons ,to : 5h doe all rhe Ch- 


.tizens of heaucn, and all thoſe or- 
ders of bleſſed fpiritrs ſing the hymn 
ofhonorand glory, adorcinge thee 
bumbly without end. All the Cirti- 


zens of heaven doe prazfe thee, O 
Lord, after a moſt honorable and 
FJnagnificent manner; and man who 


wa. 
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{san eminenr parte of thy Creatures 
docth alſo praiſe thee. Yea and I 
wretched ſinner , and miſerable 
Creature that I am; doc yet labour 
with an cxtreame delire to praiſe 
thee, and Lwish that I could loue 
thee, with exceſhne' lone. O my 
God, wylife, my ſtrength, and m 
praiſe, vouchſafe to let me vrailh 
thee. Grant me light in my hart, 
putt thou the wordinto my mouth, 
that my hart may thinke vpon thy 
glory, and my tongue may finge 
thy praiſes, all the day longe. Bur 
| becauſe it is noe hanſome praiſe , which 
; proceeds out of the month” of a+ ſinner ; 
And becauſe 7 am a man of polnted 
lipps, Clenſe thou my hart I beteeche 
thee, fromall ſports ; ſanctity me, 
O thou Omniporent ſanCtifier, both 
within and without, and make me 
worthy toſett forth thy praiſe. Re- 
ceaue with benignity, and accepta- 
tion , from the hand of my harr, 
which is the affection of my ſoule, 
recciue I ſay, the ſacrifice of my 
lipps, and make it acceptable in 
thy fight , and make it aſcend vp 
tothee inthe odour of ſweernes, 
Wy F- ii 
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Let thy holy memory , and thy 
moſt diuine (weetnes , poſſefie m 
whole foule ; and draw it vp at Fall 
fpeed , to the loue of inviſible 
x +0 Ler it paſſe from the vi- 
fible ro 'the inuiſible ; from ' the 
earthly to the heauenly ; from the 
remporall ro the eternall ; and lete 
it paſſe on fo fatr, as to ſce that” 
admirable viſion. 

O eternall Yerity, O true Cha- 
rity, O deer Eternity, thou art my 


God; to thee doe I ſigh day and 


night; to thee doe I pant ; at thee 
doe 1 ayme ; to thee doe I defire 
ro arrive. He who knowes thee, 
knowes Truth, and he knowes E- 
rernity. ' Thou, O Truth, doſt pre 
ſide ouer all things. We shall ſee thee 


1.104. ,, chow art , when this blind and 


in 
Pſa. 


41+ 


mortall life is ſpent , wherein it s 
aid to vs , where is now thy God ? 
And I alſo faid ro thee : Where 
art thou, O my God? To thee 
doe I refpire a little, when I power 
out my ſoule towards thee, 0 the 
voice of my exulrtation and confel- 
Gon , which is as che ſounds of 2 
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' han , who is bankquertting, and 
exlebratinge. ſome grear feltiuiry. 
| And'yet agayne it is afflifted, be- 


cauſe it falls back, and returnes to 
be ane .Abyſſe 3 or rather it findes 
thar ſtill ir was ſo. My faith 
which thou haſt kindled, in this 
nighr of myne , before my feete, 
doth ſay, / Yhy arr thow ſad, O 
my ſoule , and why aoſte thow afflitt 
me ?. Hope thou in God; his word, 
ia lanterne t0'my feete . Hope, and: 
continue to doe ſo, till the night 
( which is the mother of wic- 
kednes doe paſle away ; till the 
wrath of our Lord paſle away ; 
wheroef ſomerymes we were 'the 
Children, - For ſometymes we were 


_ darknes.: Till this fury of water 


(s cleane away, we ſtill dragg 
OL our 6 þ ( which' is 209 
through ſim ) the reliques of thar 
darknes : Till ſwch tyme as the day 
t+hall approach, and all shaduwes may 
be remoned, I will hope in our 
Lord. 

In the morrow of the nextlife, 
I'shallaſſift, and contemplate, = 
pos F 1th 
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| P/al.5. Iwill euerconfeſſe ro him. In thar 
i Ft morrow , Tshall afliſt, and behold the 
Rom.$ health of my countenance , which is my 
God, who will renine enen our mw 
tall bodyes , for that ſpiritts ſakes, whic 
rhe in v5;that now we may be light, 
yz, evenwhileſt we are ſaned here, -; hope. 
Theſſ. That we may be the Sonns of light, | 


and the Sonns of God, and not of 

; night, and darknes ; For ſometymes 

we were darknes, but new we are light 

Fpb. x. in thee, O ar God, and yet we arc fo 

heere, but by Faith, and not face ts 
ace. 

All that immortall people of thy | 

Angells praiſeth thee O Lord; and | 
thoſe celeſtiall Powers glorify thy - 
Name. They hartie no need to read 
any ſuch writing as this, towards the 
makcinge them knowe, the holy & 
indiuiduall 7rwmity: For they fce thy 
Face for caer, and there they read, 
without any ſyllabes of ryme, what. 
that eternall will , requires. They 
read , they chooſe, and they loxe, 

_ They. cuer yzead, and that neuer 
paſferh, which they are readinge. By 
chooſing, and by lowzinge they read, 
the yery immyurtability of thy 
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counſell; and their booke is never 
Shutr, and their ſcrowle is neuer fol- 
ded-yp 3 for thy {clf is all that to 
them , and {o thou art to be for euer, 
O how cxccſhuely happy are thoſe 
powers of heauen, which are ableto 


praiſc thee, moſt purely and holyly, 


with exceftiue ſweernes, and vnſpea- 
kable exultation? They praiſe thee 
for that , in which they ioy 5 becauſe 
they euer ſee reaſon , why they 
Should reioice, and praife thee. Bur 
we, being opprefled by this burthen 
of our flesh , and being caſt farr of 
from thy face, inthis pilgrimage of 
ours , and being ſo. racked by the 
variety of worldly things, are rot 
able worthily ropraiſc thee. Yet we 
praiſe thee aswe can, by Faith, thoztgh 


-#ot face to face ; but thoſe Angelicall 


ſpirirrs praiſe thee face rofave, & not 
by Faith.For our flesh putreth this v- 
pon vs & obligeth vs to prailc thee, 
farr otherwiſe,the they doe. But how 
foever enen we ling praife to thee in 


-adifferent manner ; and yet thou art 


bur one , O God. thou Creator of 

all things to whome the ſacrifice of 

prailc is offered , both in keauenand 
| F y 
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earth. And by thy mercy, we shall 
one day arriue to their ſociety, with 
whome we $hall for cuer ſee, and 
praiſe rhee. Grant, O Lord, thar 
whileſt Iam placed inthis fraile bo- 
dy of mine, my hart may praiſc thee, 
my tongue may praiſe thee, and all 
the powers of my ſoule may ſay, O 
Lord, whois like to thee. 

Thou art that Omnipotent God, 
whome we worshipp as Trine im 
- Perſons, and One in the Subſtance of 
thy Diety. We adore the Father vne 
begotten, the Sonne, the onely begot- 
zen of bis Father, and the Holy Ghoſte, 
proceedinge from them both ; and rema- 
ninge in them both. We adore thee 
O Holy and indiuiduall 7 rity, one 
Omnipotent God, who when we 
peare not , did'it moſt puillantly 
make vs ; and when, by our owne 
fault we weare loſt, by thy pirtyz and 
_ goodnes,thou did'{t recouer vs,after 
an admirable manner. Doe not 1 
beſcech thee, permitt that we should 
be vngratefull for ſo great benefires, 
and ynworthy of {@ many mercyes. 
I pray thee, I beſcech thee, I begg 
of thee, thatthou wilt increaſe my 
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_ that ſo, by meanes © 
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 bope, and increaſe my charity, I be- 


ſcech thee, make vs, by that grace 
of rhyne, to be cuer firme in belei- 
ueing , & full of m_— in working; 

incorrupted 
Faith and workes which may be wor» 
thy therof; we may through thy 
mercy, axriue to cuerlaſtinge life. 
And there beholding thy glory, as 


- indeed it 1s, we, whome thou haſte 


made worthy to ſce that glory of 
thyne, may adore thy Maicfly , and 
may ſay together, Glory be, to the 
Father, who created vs: Glory beto 
the Sorne, who redeemed vs: Glory 
beto the Holy Ghoſte,who ſanCtifyed 
vs: Glory betotheſupreame, & in- 
diuiduall 7 rinity, whole workes are 
inſeparable, and whoſe empire is e- 
rernall. To thee our God, praiſe is 
due, totheca Hymne of glory, ro 
thee all bonor.benedittio, clarity Ks 
gineing, vertue, and fortitude , for euer, 


and for ener. Amen, 


p oj 


$32 The Meditations 


/ 

| . 
: 
x 

i 
F 
5 . 
i 

} 

i 

| ; 


CmnAr XXXIV. 


He complayneth againſt bimſelfe for nec 
| being mened , with the contem- 
plation of God whereat the = 
Angells tremble. 


f > a me OLord , pardon me, 
through thy mercy, pardon , 
and pirry me ; pardon my grear 
ignorance andimperfetions, Doc 
not reiet me , as a preſumptuous 
creature, in that T aducneure, being 
thy flaue (I would, I could fay a 
good one, and not rather that I am 
vnprofitable and wicked, and ther- 
fore very wicked, becauſc I rake this 
boldnes )ro praiſe, and blefſe, and 
adorethee, who art our Omnipo- 
tent God, and who art terrible, and 
exceſſiuely ro be feared, without } 
contrition of hart, without a foun- | 
raine of tears, and without due re- 
nerencey atid trembling. For if the 
Angells, who adore | praiſe thee, 
doetremble, whileſt they are filled 


with that admirable exulcation; how 


%S 
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God, and _ forth his praiſe? 


Woe bevnto me, 
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-* Comes itto >a that I, finfull crea- 
- rure, while 


| I am preſent with thee, 
and ſing prayſes, and offer ſacrifices 
ro thee, am not frighted atthe hart, 
that Iam not _ in my face; that 
my lipps tremble nor, and my whole 
body is not in a'$hiueringe; and thar 


ſo,with aflood of tears, I doe not 


inceſſantly mourne before thee.” I 
would fayne doe it, bur I am nor 
able, becauſe I cannot doc what I 
deſire. Herupon I am vehemently 
wondringe at my ſelfe , when by 


the cyes of Faith, Iſce how terrible 
thouart; but yet, who can doc eacn 


chis, without thy grace? Forall our 


 faluation, is nothing but thy great 


mercy. Woe be vnto me, howc omes 


- my ſowle to be made ſo ſemeles, as 


that it is not frighted, with exceſſine 
rerrour,whileſt Iam ſtanding before 


ow comes my hart 
to be ſo hardned, that myn@&tyecs 
cannot inceſſantly bring forth whole 
floods of tears, Shileſ che flauc is 


ſpeaking before his Lord', Man 


-with God, the Creature with the 


Creator ; he who is made of dutt, 
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Gen.2. 


Job ;1. 


with him who madcall things of no- 


thing? 

Beholde O Lord , how I place 
my fſelfe before thee ; & that which 
I conceiue of my ſclfe in the moſt 
ſecret corner of my hart, that doe 
I not conceale from thy paternall 
cars. Thou art rich in thy mercy, 
ahd liberallin thy rewards; grant to. 
me of thy good guifts, that rherby 
I may doc ſcruice to thee. For we 
cannot ſeruc, nor pleaſe thee , by 
any other meanes , then of thy 
ST. > 

Srrick through, I beſcech thee, 

this flesh of mine, with thy feare. 
Ler my hart reioyce, that it ma 
feare thy name. O that my Gnfull 
ſoule might ſo feare thee, as that 
holy Man did, who ſaid: / hawe all- 
wayes feared God, like the wanes of a 
Sea, vobich vyeare flowing ower me. 
O God, thou giuer of all good 
Mings, grant me, whileſt I am ce- 
lebratinge thy praiſes, a fountayne 
of rears , together with purity of 


hart, and ioy of minde ; that lo- 


ucing thee perfeAly , and praiſcinge 
tl ec worthily , 1 may feele , and 
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"taſte, and ſauour with the very pa- 
" late of my ſoule, hovy ſyvcere, 8& 
- dilicious thon art: O Lord, accor- 
 dinge to thar which is written: 
' Taſte, and fee , bouy ſuvecte our Plal.z1 


_ underſtandeth this ioy. Bleſſed is the P/a4.88 


. bath appointed. Bleſſe 
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Lord is : Bleſſed is the man who hopes 
in him. Bleſſed is the people wwuhich 


man Vuhoſe helpe is from thee : He Pja.Sz 
bath diſpoſed + on degrees , HL: 
wohereby to riſe vp in his havt, in this 5 
valley of tears, in 3% pag uvhich he 7/483 
are the cleane 
of hart ; for they be the men , vuhbo 
Shall ſee God. Bleſſed are they wvho 
dyvell in thy hovuſe, O Lord , for 
they shall praiſe thee, for ener, & for 


ener. 
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moſt powerfull , moſt defareable, 
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A pogen which greatly moueth the 
art to Deuotion , ard to 
Dimine lowe. 


pn { our Redemption , our 
Defire , and our Loue; thou 
Godof God, giue helpe to me, who 
am thy ſeruant. I inuoke thee, 1 cab! 
vpon thee, with a migty cry , and 
with my whole hart. I inuoke thec 
into my foule , enter into it, & make 
it birt for thy ſelfe, that thou maiſt 


poſieſſe it without ſpott , and wrinckte. 


For to a moſt pure Lord, a moſt pure 
habitation is tou Sandtify my ther- 
fore, who am the veſlell which thou 
haſt made. Enacuate me of malice, 
and fill me with grace, and ſtill Keepe 
me full, thatI may be made a Tepte, 


worthy tobe inhabited by thee, both 


heer , and in the other cuerlaſting 
world. O thou moſt ſweete, mott 


benigne, moſt loucing, moſt deer, 
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' moſt prerious, moſt amiable, moſt 
* |\ > beaunifull God: rhonwhoart more 
= fwcerethen hony , morewhite then 
_ any milk or ſnow , more-delicious 
. then Nectar , more pretious then 
gold or jewells, and more deere to 
me, then all che riches and honors 
' of the earth. Butwhar doe Ifay, O 
| my God, O thou my onely hope, 
and myſoabundant mercy ? V hat 
doe ſay, O thou my happy, and 
ſecure fwertenes? Whar doe I ſay, 
- whenl vtter ſuch things as theſe? [ 
: fay what I can, but I doe not ſay 
_ *whatIshould. 
| Ochat I could ſay ſuch things, as 
*thoſe Quires of Angells doe vtrer,in , 
| thoſeceleſtiall Hymns. O how wil- 
| linglywould1ecuen ſpend, & powre 
out my wholeſelfe, vpon thy prai- 
"ſes? O how fayne would I, moſt de- 
noutly, and moſt ney 9 ro- 
claime thoſe Hymns of celeſtiall me- 
lody , inthe middeſt of thy Church, 
ro the praiſe and glory of thy Name? 
Bur becauſe I am not able to doe 
theſe things compleatly , shall F 
| therefore hold my peace: woe beto 
| them, who hold theirpeace of thee, 
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who looſeſt the tongues of dutmbe 


perſons; and makeſt the rongues of 
children cloquent. VVoe be to 
them vvho hold their peace of 
thee, foreuen they vyho ſpeak moſt, 
may beaccompted to be but dumbe, 
yyhen they doe+ nor ſpeake thy. 


But now whoshalbe able vyor- 
thily, ro prayſe thee, O thou vnſpea- 
kable Wiſdome of the Father ? Bur 
yet although 1-finde noe vyordes, 
vvhereby 1 may ſufficiently vnfold 
thee, vyho art the Omnipotent, 
and Omniſeient'Y Yord ;- IT vvill 
yet, in the meane tyme ſaywvharT 
Ean, till thou biddeſt me come to 
thee, vvhere I may ſay that of 
thee, vyhich is fart, and vvhich I 
am bound toſay. And therefore I 
humbly-pray , that thou vvilt nor 
haue an eye,-ſo much to thar 
vvhich I ſay now ir ated, as to 
that vvhich I fay in my deſire, For 
I defire-(and that vvith a great de 
fire) to ſay that of thee , vvhich 
is fict_ and iuſt, becauſe: it is fitt 
that thou be praiſed ,.and cejebra- 
ted, and all honor is due to thee, 
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Thou! ſeeſt therefore, O God, 
_ thou -vpho knoweſt of all ſecrerr 


things, that thou art more deer to 
me, not onely then the earth, and 
all chat is therein, bur that thou art 
more acceptable , and amiable ro 
me, then heauen it ſelfe, andall 
that it conteynes. For I lonethee, 
more then heauen, and-carth, and 
all choſe other things vvhich are 
in them ; Nay ,. theſe tranſitory 
things are vvithout doubt not to 
be loued at all, if it vveare not, 

for the loue of thy Name. I loue 
thee, O my God, vvith a grear 
loue, and I deſire to loue thee yer 
more. 

Giue me grace, that I may e- 
uer louc thee as much as I defire, 


and as much as I ought, thar 


thou alone maiſt be all my inten« 


tion, and all my meditation. Let 


me conſider thee , through the 


whole dayes , without ceafinge; 


let me. fecle- thee , cuen when I 
am fleeping , by night ; let my ſpi- 
ritt ſpeake to thee ; lett my minde 
conuerſe with thee ; lett my / hart. 


be: alluftrared  yvich | the light 


4 aa _ _— by 
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of thy holy viſion ; that thou being 
my DireQor, and my Caprayne, I 
may walke on, fremvercuc to ver- 
rue; and thatat laſt, Imay ſee thee, 
rhe God of Gods in Syon. Now 1 doe it 
«s byaglaſſe,orina cloude ; but then 1 


Shall doe it, face ro face , where 1 shall 


knowe thee , as I am knowne. 

Bleſſed are the cleane of hart, for 
they are the men who hall ſee God. Bleſ- 
ſed are theywho dwell in thy howſe, O 


Lord, for ener, and for ener , shall they 


raiſe thee. I beſcech thee therefore, 
O Lord,by all thy mercyes,whereby 
we are freed from eternall death, 
mollyfy my hart, which is hard ; & 
ſtony , and rocky , and ſteelly 5 with 
che- powerfull, and” moſt» ſacred 
vnction; and grant, that by the fire 
of contrition, I may become a li- 
veing ſacrifice before thee, in cuery 
moment of mylite. Make me eucr 
to: haue a-contrite and humbled 
harr., in thy preſence, with abun- 
dice of rears. Grant that through my 
greatdehire of thee, I may be vterly 
extinguished towards this world; 
and 72 I may forgett thele tranti- 
tory things , through the greatncs 
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| of my lone, andfeare of thee ; and 
| this ſo farr forth, as that I may ne- 
/. uer reioice, nor mourne, nor feare 
- .anythinge, which is temporall ; and 


that I may not loue- them ; leaſt ſo I 
be eyther corrupted by proſperity, 


| . or dceiected by aduerſity. And be- 
| cauſc theloue of thee, is __ as 


death, Ibeſecech thee that the fiery 


and mellifluous force of thy loue, 


may ſuck vp,and deuoure my whole 


minde, trom all thoſe things which 
.are ynder heauen ; that I may in- 


heare to. thee alone, andzbe fedd 


with the memory of 'thy  onely 
.fweernes. | 


O Lord, I beſeech thee, 1 beſeech 
thee, and ſtill I beſcech thee, that 


{ the moſtſweere odour of thee, and 
* thy mellifluous lowe. may deſcend, 


and enter into my- hart. Lett that 


' admirable, and vn; peakable fra- 

granceof thy ſauour, cume into me, 

which may kgndle an cuerlaſting co» 

.cupiſcence of thee in my hart; and 

which may draw out from thence, 

| thoſe vaynes of water , which Jpring <p 
- 


to eternal life. Thou art immen 


Lord, and therforcir is bur reaſon 
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that thou be loued and praiſed, 
beyond all meaſure , by them 
whome thou haſt redeemed with 
thy pretious Blood. O thou moſt 
benigne louer of man. O thou 
moſt mercifull Lord , and moſt vn- 
pariall Iudge, to whome the Fa- | 
cher gaue all power of Indgment ; 
Thou ſecſt how vniuſt a thinge iris, 
that the children of this-world, the 
children of night, and darknes, 
should-with-a more ardent dchre, 
indeauour , and ſtudy, and ſecke 
perishing riches ,andiranſitory ho- 
nors, then we thy ſeruants doe loue 
thee our God, by whome we are 
crearedand redeemed. But if onthe 
other fide, a man will affe@t ſome 
man ,with ſo greatloue, as that one 
_ of them will {carce-indure the ab- 
ſence ofthe other ; if rhe Spowle be 
tranſported , with ſo great ardour 
of aftetion to her fellow Spowle, 
that through the greatnes of her | 9 
loue , shee can take noc reſt, nor | 
beare the abſence of that deareſt | 
freind, without deepſorrowe; with 
what loue, with whatlabour, with 


AE Oo rs 
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| which thou haſte clpowled to thy 
 felf by Faith , and other mercycs, 
|  loue thee her true God, and ber 


moſt beautifull Spowſe, who haſt 
ſo loued, and ſaued her, and haſte 


! - done fo many ,and (o great: thinges 
| for her good. For although this 
| world hauc certayne deligh 

| loucs belonging to. it, yer doe they 
| not fo dclight, as thou ©_ God. 

| In thee the iuſt man is indeed de- 
| Jighted, becauſe thy loue is ſweere, 

and quiet ; forthe harts whichthou 

| doſt poſleſſe,, :thou -filleſt with 

, F-rranquillicy ; {weetnes, and delight, 

, | On the other (de, the-loue of 


ts and. 


, | this world, and of ;the flesh, 
, | breeds anxiety , and;perturbation, 


| anddepriues thoſe ſoules ofquietnes 


* into. which irenters ; for it doth c- 


- © as CEL 53S OY W F'D SE V 


| wer {ollicite. them , with ſuſpitions, 
| perturbations,and many fears. Thou 
arttherefore-rhe delight of iuſt per- 
| ſons, & that iuſtly.. For theſtrengrh 
| of reſt and peace, iswith thee, and 
” alife yncapablec of perturbation. He 
| vuho enters into thee , O deer Lord, 

| _enters into the ioy of his Lord.; and 


| hall have nothing more 80 feare,; 
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bur $hall finde himſelfe to be per- # 
fealy well, in the moſt excellent 
| lace-which can be thought;.and 
iy Pal. ewill lay , T bus is my reſtfor all eter- 


132, ityes , this chalbe my babitation, for 1 
Pſal. oa Abbe ayne, Our Lord F 
22. 5s me, and nothing shalbe wan- | 


 thinge, in that place of full feedinge ; yea © 
x W763 AA Aris '>. j 1 
Sweete Chriſte , deer Jeſus, fill my | 
hart for ever, 1 beſeechthee, with [| 
the vnquenchable loue', and the 
continuallmemory of thee ;in ſuch 
fort, asthat I'maay all burn vp , like Þ 
any eagerflame; in the ſweernes of Þ 
thy lone , which many waters , may ne- 
wer be able to extinguich- in me. Grant f 
tome , O moſt ſwecte Lord, that I | 
may loue thee, and thatthrough che | 
deſire of thee, I may diſcharge my 
felfe, of the waighr of all carnall de- þ 
_ Hires; and of the moſt greiuous bur- | 
then of all earthly concupiſcences, | 
which impugne, and oppreffe my | 
miſerable "a9 thatrunming lightly # 
_ after thee, #» the odour of thy pretion: | 
| nts, till1 be effeQtually ſatisfycd | 
__ wvithitheviſion of thy beauty, I may, 
_ vithall{peed, arriuethyther, by thy | 


conduct. 
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Tondudt. A; there are two kindes 
of loues ; one good , and another 
badd ; one fweere , and another 
bitter, and they cannot both re- 
mayne in one hart. And therefore 
if any man loneany thinge, in dis- 
honour of thee, thy loue , O Lord, 
is not in him. That /ove of (weetnes, 
and that ſweetnes of lowe ; not tor- 
menting bur delightinge ; a lone, 
which remainerth ſincerely , and 
chaſtely for all eternity , a lowe 
which euecr burnes, and is neucr 
quenched. 

O ſweete Chriſte , O deer Ie- 
ſus , O Charity ! my God, Kindle - 
me allwirth thy fire, with chy loue, 
with thy (weetnes and delight, with 


thy ioy &exulcation, with thy plea- 


ſure and concupiſcence , which is 
holy, and good ;chaſte, and pure; 
ſecute , and ſerene; that being all 
full of the fweernes of thy loue,, and 
all burnt vp , in the flame of thy cha- 
rity , I may louec thee, O God, with 
my whole hart , and with all the 
marrow of my affetions; haueing 
thee ſtill, and cuery where, in my 
hart, in my mouth, and before my 
me a 


A. 
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eyes ; ſo that there may nener be 
any place apen.in.me, for any adul- 
rerine or impure loue. Hearken to 
me , O-my God, hearken to me, O 
chou light of mine eyes. Hearken to 
what FasKe, and teach -me what to 
aske , thar-thou- maiſt hearken to 
me. O thou pittious and moſt mer- 
cifull Lord, doe not become incxo-" 
rable ro-me for my {inns ;-bat. for 
thyne owne goodnes ſake, receive 
thcſe prayers of thy Sonne-, and 
grant merthe ceffet of my petition, 
and dcfire , by the inrer >", 
prayer, and impetration of 

rious V irgin Mary my , an. 
Adoker ndofs —_ Sai 


Amen. 


\; 
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147 
Cnar. XXXVI, 
. MH moſt denoute Prayer by Way of 


thanks-gineing. 


Chriſte our Lord, the Ford 
of thy Father, who cameſt in- 
to the world to faue finners, I be- 
ſeech thee , by the moſt indulgent 
bowells of thy mercy , ——_—_ my 
life, better my actions, compoſe my 
manuers., take all that from me, 
which hurterh me , and diſfplea- 
ſerhthee; and giue me that which 
thou knoweſt, to pleaſe thy ſelfe, 


-and profict me. Who is he bur onely 


thou, O Lord, who Can make a max 
Cleane , he beinge conceyued of uncleane 
feed. Thou artan Omanipotent God 
of infinire picty , who iuſtifieſt 
the wicked, and reuiueſt ſuch as are 
dead, through finn; & thou chan- 
geſt ſinners, and they atc (o , no 
more. Take from me therefore, 
whacſocuer is diſplcaſing ro thee 
in mc; For thyne L, ane ſeeus 
W:5 
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my many imperfeitions. Scnd forth, 1 
beſceche. thee, thy hand of picty 
rowards me, and take from me, 
.whatſocuer is offcnfive in me ro 
thyne eyes. Before thee, O Lord, 
is my health, and ficknes, conſerue 
that, Ibeſcechthee, and cure this. 
 Heale me , 'O Lord, and I] 5halbe 
healed , tloe thou ſaue me , and I shalbe 
faxed ; thou , who cureſt the fick, 
and conſerueft the found ; thou 
who with the onely beck of thy 
will, reſtoreſtthat whichis in decay, 
and ruine, Forif thou vouchſafe ts 
ſowe good ſeedein thy feild,, which 
is my bart, it will firſt be neceſſary, 
that,with the hand of thy pitty,thou 
shouldeſt pluck yp the thornes of 
my vices. 

O moſt ſweete, moſt benigne, 
moſt loucing, moſt deer, moſt de- 
firable , moſt amiable , and moſt 
beaurifull God , infuſe , I beſcech 
thee, the multitude of thy ſweetnes, 
and of thy loue into my hart ; thatT 
may notſo much as defire, yea, or 
euenthinke, of any carnall thinge; 
but char.I may louc onely thee, and 

hauve onely thee in my hatt, and 


A——_ 


ef 8. Aupnſtine. 149 
| _ mouth, Write, withrthy finger inmy 
hart, the (Weere memory hy mel- 
lifaous Name , which may neuer be 
blotted our againe. Write thy will, 
and thy lawe , in the tables of my 
hart, that Imay haue both thy lawe; 
and thy ſelfe, O Lord of immenſe 
| ſweernes , at all rymes and places, 
before myne cyes. Burn vp my 
mynde with chat fire of thyne, which 
thou did'ſt ſend into the world, and 
did'ſt delire that it might be much 
kindled ; that 1 may daily offer ro 
thee, with abundance of tears, rhe 1 
ſacrifice of atroubled ſpirit , and contrite T. ſal. 5. 
hart, | 
O (weete Chriſte, O deer Ieſus, 
as Idcfire, andas, with my whole 
| hare, crane, ſo give me thy holy 
and chaſte loue , which may reple- 
| nish, and take, & poſſefſc me wholy. 
| - And giue me that euidenr figne of 
 _ thyloue, a ſpringing fountayne of 
; _ "rears; which continually may flowe; 
chat my tears themſelues may witnes 
thy loue to me,and that they may 
_diſcouer and declare, how deerly 
my fſoule loucth thee ; whileſt 
through the exccſliue fweernes of 
1 TN G- iij 
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that loue, it cannot conreyneit ſelfe 
from rears. I remember , deare 
Lord , that good woeman Ana, 
who came to the Tabernacle, to 
begg a fonne of thee , of whome 
the Scripture hath , that after her 
cears, and prayers, ber conntenance 
was caſt na longer towardes ſexerall 


things, "But whileſt I call to mind 


| ker fo great vertue , and conſtan- 


cy, I am racked with preife ,' and 
confounded with shame , becauſe 
I finde my felfe roo miſerablic caft 
downe', towards vanity. But if 
she wept fo bitterly , and did ſo 
perſcner in weepinge, who but de- 
fired ro hane a fonne ; how otghe 
my ſoule lament , and continue in 
lamentation, which is ſeeking and 
louecing God, anddefiting toarriue 
there with hinr? How ought fuch 
a ſoule lament , and weepe , who 
fecketh God, day and' night, and 
is reſolued ro loue nothinge bur 
Chriſt our Lord? lr is no lefle then 
a wonder, iffuchaperſon haue not 
teares, which may become his bread, 


and night, | 
"y Locke back therefore , and 


A —_— 


"OP w | _  _- ” 4 


of S. Anguſtine, xy 
rake pitty.on mc, for the ſorrowes 
of my hart-are multiplyed.. Giue | 
me of thy. celeſtiall contemplation; - 
and deſpiſe nor this finfull ſoule, 
for which thou dyedſt. Give me 
I beſecche thee , internal! tears, 
"which may ſpring from the moſt 
ſecret corner of my. hart , where- 
| by che chaines of my ſinns may be 
difchargcd ; and let them-cuer fill 
my ſoule-, with celeſtiall ioy , thar 
I'may obteyne. ſome little portion 
in thy Kingdome , 6 not in the 
Socicry of rhoſe true and perfect 
Aſonchs, whole any psI am notable 
tofollowe, yor at lcaſt with deuour 
Wocman. y PR 
I doe allo call tro minde , the 
admirable deuotion of abtothes 
woeman ,. who ſought thee with 
tender louce, when thou weart layd 
inthe Scpulcher. Who retired- nor 
from the ſepulcher, when the. Diſ- 
ciples. retired ; who ſatt downe 
there, all afflited and wounded ; & 
#he weptrthere long , and much, and: 
riſcing.vp with many tears, she did 
agayne and agayne, play as it wezg 
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the ſpy , with her watchfull eyes; 
ypon that ſolitary place; to fee it 
perhaps she might-by able to finde 


thee any where , whomeshe ſought. 
with ſuch ardour of deſire. She had 


already entered into the ſepulchre 
once.andagayne ; but that whichin 
it ſeife , ſeemes roo much, ſcemes 
not enough, ro one that loues. The 
yertue of a good worke is perſcuc- 
rance z and becauſe she loued thee 
beyond the reſt, and loucing wept, 
and weeping ſought , and ſeeking 
Ia therefore did she de- 

rue, tobe the firſtof all others to 
hadecheeout , and to fpeake with 
thee. And. not onely that , but she 
was the firſt proclamer of'thy glo- 
rious Reſurretlion, torhy Diſciples; 


thy (elfe thus direGing , and ſweetly 


commaunding thus , that it should 
beſo, Goe, and will my brethren that 
they paſs on into Gallile ; they shall ſee me 
there. But now, if that woeman 
wept, and continued in weepinge, 
who ſought the lineing , amongſt the 
dead , and who touched thee bur 
with the hand of Faith; how onghe 


my ſouls tg lament, and perliſt iu 
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ſamentation , which belecueth with 


the hart 7and confefſerh with the 


mouth, that thou art her redeemer, 
prefideinge now in heauen , and 


- +. 9p re euery where? How onghe _ 
ſuch a 


oule ro lament and weepe, 
which loucs thee with her whole 
harr, and couetts ro ſee thee with 
her whole deſire > Thee who artthe 


folerefug>, and the onely hope of 


miſcrable creatures, to whome one 


can neuer pray without hope of 
mercy? Aﬀord me this fauour, I be- 


ſcech thee, for thyne owne ſake, & 
for thy holy Name, that as often as 
1 thinke of thee, ſpeake of thee, 
write of thee, read of thee, conferr 
of thee ; as often as I remember 
thee, and am preſent with thee, and 


offer praiſe and prayers, and ſacritice 


.tothee, ſo often may I weepe abun- 


dantly, and ſweetely in thy preſence, 

that ſo my tears may be made my bread, 

day and night. | 
Thou, O King of glory, and 


Pſalm. 


41, 


thou inſtrucer of ſoulcs in all ver- 


tne , baſte raughrt vs, both by do- 


Erineand example, that we are to 


Lament, and weepe, fayinge: Bleſ- 
- 


y 


—_— ., av  monrne', for they 
Hate. 1,be po Pn Thou dideft 
+ weepe ouer thy deceaſcd freind, 
and thou dideſt shedd. abundanr 
rears oner that miſcrable Cirry,, 
which was to perish. And now, O 
deare Jeſus , I beſecch thee, by 
thoſe moſt prerious tears of thyne, | 
and by-ali choſe mereyes , whereby 
thou dideſt vouchſafe ſo admira- | 
bly, to releyue:vs- wretched Crea- 
tures, giue me the grace of: rears, | 
which my foule doth greatly af- | 
fe, and: couer: For without thy 
guifr, I cannor. have it ,. but be | 
thou pleaſed to- impart itf'to me, | 
by that holy Spirir of cthyne, which 
mollifyes Cnc hae of finners, 
and giucs them compunQion 10 
weepe , as thou dideſt gijue it ro 
our Fathers, whoſe foote-ſteps I am 
ro imitate, tharſo-I may lament my 
felfe , duringe my. whole life ,' as 
they lamenzed-themſclues, day and | 
might. "| 
- 1. And bycheyr merits and prayers | » 
who- pleaſed: thee, and 'did moſt |} *: 
deyourly ſcruc thee , I beſecche | 
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thee, rake pity wa me,thy mvf! 
miſcrable; ard vnworthy ſcruant; 
nd-grant me the grace of rears, 
Grant'me that ſuperior kinder of irvi- 
gation or watering , and that i»ferioy 
alſo, that my tears may be my bread 
69 and night ; and. that , by the firs 

of forrowe , I may be made a 
Farr, and marrowy. Holocanfte , in 
thy fight; {208 

O my God, let me be all offer= 
red vp, vpon the alter of my harsz 
and lect mebe receyned by thee as 8 
moſt accepenble ſacrifice to thee in the 

dowry of ſweetnes. - v 
_ Granr ro me, - O moſt ſweete 
Lord, borh: a continualls, anda 
.elecre fountayne, wherein this vn« 
cleane: Holocanfte, may be cleanſed 
For although I haue already offer» 
red my ſelfe to; thee , by thy'fas 


our , and grace ; Je in many 


\things. ,.. doc. I. offend” daylyz 
through _ my © exceſſiue | frailry, 
Giue me therefore the © grace 'of 
rears, Obleſfed; and amiable God, 
. through the greate fweernes-of rhy 
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Hove, and: by the commemoration 
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of rhyne owne mercycs. Prepare this 
cable for thy ſeruant, in thy light, & 
purr it into my power, that as often 
asIliſt, I may be filled therewith. 
crant through thy pitty, 8 JIncs, 

| riateing 
challice, may diſcharge my thirſte ; 
& lett my ſpirite pante towards thee, 
& my hart burne brightin thy louc; 
forgetting all vanity, and miſery. 
Hearken tome, © God, hearken, 0 
thoulight of myne eyes , hearken to 
that which I deſire, and make me 
defire ſuch things , as thou wilt grar. 
O Lord, thou who art holy , & cxo- 
rable in thy ſelfe, doe nor become 


' mexorable ro me, for my finns; bur 


for thyne owne goodnes ſake, re- 
ceaue the Prayers of thy ſeruant, & 


your me the effet of my deſire, and 


te, by ir pens and merits of 
my Lady, the glorious Yirgin 
and of all thy Saintes. Amen, *4 


— — — — ad 
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A moſt holy , and moſt excellent Prayer 
ro Almighty God , whereby the 
ſoule 1 greatly moone 
ro dewotion. 


Lord I:ſm, O Holy leſs, O 
good /eſus, who dideft youch- 
ſafe rody for our finns, and to rife 


- agayne, for our Tuſtification , I be- 


ſcech thee, by that glorious Reſur- 
re&ion of thyne, raiſe me vp from 
the ſepulchre of all my vices, and 

ſinns; & be dayly giucing me a part, 
in this Reſwrrettion by grace , that I 
may obteyne to be made a true per- 
taker of thy Reſurrettion to glory. O 
thou moſt ſweert , moſt Vatigns, 
moſt loucinge, moſt precious, moſt 
amiable, al moſt beautifull Lord, 


who dideft aſcend vp to heauen ,in 


a triumph of glory ; and beinge a 
moſt puiſſant Kinge doſt fir at the 


- - right hand of thy Father: Drawe 
| | mag vpward , that / may run after 


bee, in the purſuit and ſent of thy edoy;- 
ferow opntments, I will cunn., and 
not faynt. VVhileſt thou art lea- 
dinge, and draweinge me, Þwill be 
runninge. Drawe vp this mouth of- 
my thicſty ſoule z 4nco chofe cclte- 
ſtiall- ſprings. of erernall ſatiety. 
"Nay, rather drawe. me to thy ve- 
y {elfe ,*who- arr. the true lincinge 
C— ; that. ſo accordinge to | 
the. yrrermoſte of my capacity, .I 
may. drinke that , where-ypon.] 
may for cucr liue-,-O. thou wy 
God, and my hitc., For. thou haſte 
faid , with thy. holy and bleſſed 
mouth: If any.mar thirſt , let hins | 
Gan. 7 ,,me'th me, and drinke. O thou | 
fountayne of. life, grant«to, my 
thicſty ſoule, that ir- may alwayes 
drinke. of thee ; that, accordin 
20 thy. holy and faithfull promiſle, 
#he lineing "waters may flowe from me, 
©" thau fountayne of life, hl my 
.minde;, with the torrent of thy de- 
lights . and inebriate my -hars, with 
be ſober cbriety.of thy loue zrhat 
may forget all yaine, andearthly 
things; avd may-perpetually. hauc 
thee, and.thee alone , in my me- 


of 8. Angle i 


| ory; as it” is written 1” 7 have 
beene mintfall of God', and [' wt 


+ Imparte to: me thetholy 


Spirity, which-was Genifyed by 


thoſe YY aters, which chou 


promiſfle, thar rhou wouldeſt gives 


'to ſuchas thirſted after thern. 


Granr,, I' beſeeche rhee.,- that 
with my whole defirc,. and endea- 
wour, þ may tend'thyther , who» 
ther Þ bcleeue thee ro have aſcen- 


ded', vpon the fortith day , after 


thy Refurreftion.' That fo'I may 
be: held? in; his preſent miſery, 
wich nry body onely ;. and'rhat'Þ 
may euecr 'be with rhee in deſire 
and thougtir. That my harr-may 
be there, where thou art 3 chou, 
who art my Treaſure incompara- 
ble, defireable , and exrreamely a» 


- miable. For in the great delage 


of this life , wherein: we arc roſſed, 
with ſtormes round abour'vs ; and 
where there is noe ſecure caftinge 
ef anchor ; nor: noe place: more 
eminent , one then the other, wher- 
-vpS the Done may place her foote, 8& 
repoſc her ſelte neuer fo little ; chere 


$moc wherc, any ſaife. peace; nee 
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160 The Meditations 
where any ſecure quietnes, butene- 
ry where warrs and trife;/all places 
arcfull of enimycs;fighting withour, 
and fears within. And becauſe one 
parte of ys is celeſtiall, andthe other 
rerreſtriall, che body which 5s ſubiett to 
Corruption, doth Jul and wy $4 the 
ſeule. Therefore doth this foule of 
myne, Whichis my companion, and 
my freind, and. which comes all 
weary, from trancllinge , vpon a 
long, and laborious way, lye lan- 
guishinge and torne in funder, by 
thoſe yaniryes ,which it paſſed by ; 
and it doth hunger, _ thirſt ex- | 
treamely ; and I have nothinge to 
ſett before it, becanſe I am a poore 
creature, and ameere begger. Thou 
© Lord my God; who art rich in all 
_ things, gndartamoſt plentifull im- 
parter ofceleſtial laticty, gtue foode 
ro him who is ſo weary ; recolect 
him who is ſcattered ; and ſtitch him 
rogether, whois torne, 

Behold 1am art the doore, and 
there tknocke. 1 beſcech thee, by 
thoſcbowells of thy mercy, Where- 

_ bythoudideſt viſite vs, (riſcinge vp 
out of that deepe, like an Orie»; 
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» )'open to him who knocks; 
; ch forth rhy hand of pitty, to this 
, crable creature ; a comaeld 
be. | it of thy benigniry & grace ) that 
; may efter into thee ; that he may 
p zole inthee ; and that he may be 
: reated, and fedd vpon thee, who 
f that true, celeſtiall bread , and wine. 
1 1at when he is ſatisfyed therewith, 
[8 ' may recover ſtreygth, and fo al- 
a nd vp intothealticudes; & bein 

- atched vp our of this valley of mi- 
y ry, by the wing of holy defires, he 
; ay fly into thofe celeſtiall King- 
Þ | omes. Ler my fpirit, © Lord, ſer 
o {© my ſpirit, I beſeech thee, take the 
e | wings ofanEagle, let ir ſpring yp, 
u | and neuer fainte ; let ir fiy, rillic 
ll }* arrive evenas farr, as the beauty of thy 
1- | bouſe ; thatplace of the habitation of thy 


e | glory; thatir may there be full fedd 
_ vponthattable, where thy celeſtiall 
Cittizens are refreshed, with thoſe 
: ſecret delights of thyne, in that place 
© of rich feedinge, cloſe ; bythofe full 
- fountaynes and there, 6 my Lord, 
let my hart repoſe, and reſt in 
. thee. 
_ » My hartisa highe ſea, fwelling vp 


160 The Meditations 
where any ſecure quiernes, bureue: 
ry where warrs and ſtrife; all places 
arefull of cnimyes; fighting withour, 
and fears within. And becauſe one 
parte of vs is celeſtiall, andthe other 
rerreſtriall, cke body which #5 ſubictt to 
Corruption , doth tu and ſup the 


ſoule. Therefore doth this foule of | 
myne, whichis my —_—_ and | 

comes all. | 
weary, from traucllinge, vpon a *# 
long, and laborious way, lye lan- |} 


my freind, and. whic 


guishinge and rorne in funder , by 


thoſe vaniryes ,which it aſſed by 5 
and it doth bunger, and thirſt ex- }. 
rreamely ; and I haue nothinge to | 


{ett beforeit, becanſe I am a poore 
creature, and ameere begger. Thou 
0 Lord my God; who arr rich-in all 
things, gndartamoſt plentifull im- 
parter of celeſtiallfaticty, giue foode 
ro him who is ſo weary ; recole&t 
him who is ſcattered ; and ſtitch him 
rogether, whois torne. 
Behold 1 am at the doore, and 
there tknocke. 1 beſcech thee, by 
thoſc bowells of thy mercy, Where- 
by thou dideſt vifite vs, ( riſcinge vp 
out of that deepe, like an Orie»; 
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Sun )\'open to him who knocks; 
reach forth thy hand of pitty, to this 
miſerable creature ; airfoil 
{out of thy benignity & grace) that 
he may enter intothee ; that he may 


*  repolc inthee ; and that he may be 


recreated, and fedd vpon thee, who 
art that true, celeſtiall bread , and wine, 
That when he is fatisfyed therewith, 
he may recouer ſtreygth, and fo af- 
cend vp intothealticudes; & bein 

ſnatched vp our of this valley of mi- 
ſery, by the wing of holy debires, he 


| may fly into thofe celeſtiall King- 
| domes, Ler my ſpirit, 0 Lotd, he 
; my ſpirit, Ibcſeech thee, take the 
wings of an Eagle, let it ſpring vp, 
' and ncuer fainre ; let it fly, rillic 


arriue euen 2s farr, as the beauty of thy 
bouſe ; that place of the habitation of thy 


glory ; thatir may there be full fedd 


 vponthattable, where thy celeſtiall 


Cittizens are refreshed, with thoſe 


$ ſecrerdelights of thyne, in that place 
of rich feedinge, cloſe ; bythofe full 

fountaynes ;and there, 06 my Lord, 
Jet my hart repoſe, and reſt in 
: thee. 


My hartisa highe ſea, fwelling vp 


162 The Meditations 

with waues. Thou, who dideft com 
mann hoth vvindes and ſeas, wuhere- 
opon great trangnillity did followve , 
come downe; and vvalke vpon theſe 


Waxes of my harr 5 thar all my 


thoughts, may become ſerene and 
-_ ;tothe end tharI may imbrace 
thee , my deare, and onely Lord, 
and that I may contemplate thee 


(whe arr the fweere light of myne 


Pal. 4 


eyes) being freed from the blinde 
miſt , or fogg of all vaquier copi- 
tations. Let my hart fly vnder hs 
shadow of thy wings , from the 
ſcorching heate of Lo cares, and 
cogitations of this world ; that ſo 
being hidden vp in that ſwe-*+e re- 
feſching of thine, it may exulr, & 
inge: [» thy peace ,m thy very ſelfe,veill 
Iſoepe dy NN 

Let my -memory ſleepe , let ir 
fleepe ,I beſceeche rhee, O my Lord 
God' from all finan and vice. Let it 
hare iniquicy; and love ſanRiry. For 
what is more beautifull , what is 
more delightull, chenin the middeft 
of the deepedarkenes.andthe many 
bitter forrowes of this life, ro pante 


LO CO 


ate Gr * IEA 4< —_————— SR SS AW < 
I repo 


© of S., Anguſline. 163 
; thine, andto af; "4 that eternall 
, | - beatitnde 5 and there to haue our 
| harcs fixed, where it is moſt certaine 
tharrruc ioy istobe found; O thou 
! moſt ſwcete Lord, moſt loncinge, © 
' moſt benigne, moſt deare;, moſt 
| precious, moſt defirable, moſt amia- 
ble, and moſt beaurifull- When $hall 
F be able to fee thee : When shall F. 
appeare before thy face z When shall 
I be fatisfyed with thar beaury of 
| thine? Wnen wilt thou lead me our 
of this darke prifon, that I may 
confefſe ro thy Name; that fo, from 
| thenceforth, I may haue noe more 
|  eauſc of greife ? When hall I paſle 
on, into thar admirable, and moſt 
| goodly howlſe of thine? where the 
- voice of zoy and exultation, is eucr 
ringing out, in thoſe Tabernacles of Plal, 
the [uit ? Bleſſed are they wubo dwell in ; 
thy bowſe ; O Lord, for ener, and' for © 
ever , shall theypraiſe thee. Bleſſed are 
'they, & truely bleſſed, whome thou 
|haſtchooſen, and affumed into that 
-ecleſtiall inheritance. Bebolds bow't 
" Saints, O'Lord, doe florublike the Lilt) 
they are filled with the ener ſprivgings 


frhyhowſe ; & thongineſt thans 
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164 The Meditations 
to drink, , of the torrent of thy delights. 
Pſal.35 For thow art the fountaine of life , and 
| thy light they shall ſee light in ſo high 
depree, asthat they who are but a 
heh lluminarcd by thee, 0 God, 
who artthe illaminateing light doc 
yet thine in thy fight, like the Sunn it 
Be. © oy 
O howadmirable , how pretious, 
and how beazrifult , be the habitations | 
of thy bewſe. O thou God of. all 
irengeh? This ſinfull foule of mine | 
is carried with extreame concupil- 
cence to-encer thyther. 'O Lora, 7 
hane lowed the beanty ard order of thy 
, bowſe; and the place of the habitation | 
Pfa. 25 "» | 
of thy glory. One thinge-T haue begged | - 
of our Lord, and I will nener leaue to | 
begs the ſame ; that I may awell in the 
bowſe of our Lord, all the days of my 
Plal. life. As the Stapg runns panting towards 
29. © | the fountainesof water , ſo doth my ſoxle 
runn thirſtinge after thee, O God, | 
Pſa.q1 VV henchall [come , and once appeare 
, before thy face? When hall I ſee my 
God, after whome my ſoule is in a 
deadly thicft ? When shall I fee him, 
i» the land of the Lincinge; for in this 
land of the Dyinge, he cannot be 


j 7 

 Þþ- beingeboundvp, handand foote, 

| by thele chaynes of my mortalicy? 
Whar Shall I doe? Y/ hileſt we remaine X 

in this body , we goe in pilgrimage from ** Cor. 

. her Lord. V'Ve bane not here any per« 5 
manent C ty, but we are looking aftey 

another , which is to come , for our habi- Hebr. 

rs | tationis inbeauen. VV oe be unto me, 13: 

1 for that my abode here 5s protonged. I 

" haxe dwelt with the inhabitants of Ce> P/al. 

* | dar; and my ſoule hathbeene too true a 113+ 

35 | «weller there. Y Vho will helpe me to 

7 | "the wings of a dowe, that I may f and Pjal. 

-, þ veſt? Nothing can beſo delightfully f4- 

4 | dcaretome asto be with my Lord. 

» | Iris goodfor nie to adheare ro my 

> | God. Grant tv me, © Lord, whileſt 

” Tam confined ro this mortall flesh, 

7, | that Imay adheare to thee, as it is | 

1. | written: He who adbears to or Lord, 7: Cor. 

4 | #ecometh one ſpirit with him. = - 6, 

ro | Grantto me, 1 beſcech thee, the 

1 wings of Contemplation ; that beinge 

., | indued therewith, I may fly VP apace 

n, | towards thee. And becaule all that 

ii: | whiob is finfull, and weake, iswor- 


| I doe, miſerable creature that I am, 
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Feene, with mortall eyes. What shall 


be | Ecinge downeward , © Lord hold 
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166 T he Meffitations 
hold thou faſt wy. hare, thatic may 
_ not rushinto the botromes of this 
_ darkevalley ; that by interpoſition 
of the shadow of che carth, it may 
not be ſcuered from thee, who art 
the true- Sunn of Iuſtice.; and fo 
may be hindred from beholdinge 
celeſtiall things , by the drawinge 
of black cloudes ener it. There- 
fore am I aſpircioge to thoſe ioyes 
of peace ; that fercene, and fweer 
kinde of light. Hold thou faſt my 
hart in thy hand; for vnlefle ir be 
by thee , it will ncuer be ſnatched 
vp into. thoſe Altiendes. Thither 
doe I make Aarorey ; where ſu- 
reame peace- doth reigne ; and 
ae eternal! rac) is reſ- 
| wg Hold faſt, and guide my 
irit , and raiſc it , accordinge to 
thy goad will ; that fo thy: {clfc 
beinge the guide therof,, it may aſ- 
cendinto that region, wohere there 
is an eternal ſpring 3 ard vuvhbere thou 4 
feedeſt Iſrael for ever , wut the food | 
of truthe ; that there (at 'the:leaſt | +» 
avich fore ſwift, and catchinge | +: 
thought.) I may .now lay hold of Þ : 
thee: , who art that Sonpreigne 
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 F'V:;/aome., temaincinge onex. "all 
| things,” and-goucrninge-, and con- 
- eucteinge all chings.. 1309 
- +.» Bur co the foule which is ſtei- 
- eing,and ſtruglinge rowards thee, 
| there are _ ages which call 
vpon 1t, by way of giucinge itim- 
pedimenc.  O "Fa 1 1 beſeeche 
thee, that\they- may all . be /purr 
to filence, by thy commandemenr. 
Leer my very foule be Gilent co it 
ſelfe. Lett it pafſ- by all things: 
Letc it tranſcend all thinges crea- 
ed, and difpatch chem all away 
From it ſclfe.. Lert it arciae tothee, 
| and ypon thee, who art the onely 
Creator of all things, lerit faltenthe 
—gyes of Faith :ler 1t aſpire rowards 
to © 96: :letit wholy intend thee : lerir 
_ncdirare ypon thee : let it conrem- = 
| HE anne let ir placethee euer be- 
- Forchereyes, and lock thee vp in 
ther hart; thee who art the true and 
# | Joucraigne good , &thartioy, which 
4d | gnuſtneuer haucanend. 
&t | + Many Contemplations thereare, 
re | whereby a ſoule which is deuoure 
}f | xothee, may be admirably inrertay- 
aped 8c fcdd; butin none of chEismy 
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ule ſo wed , andlaid eo reſt, F 
NE Cs ef thee; and when 
ir thinks and conr es , thee 
alone. How pgreatis the multitude 
of that fweernes of thine, where- 
with thou dofſt admirably inſpire rhe 
harrs of thy loners? How admirable 
is that deernes of thy loue, which 
they enioy who loue norhinge bue 
thee; who ſeeke norhinge, nor de- 
fire, ſo much as to thinke of any 
thinge but thee, Happy ſoules'are 
they, whoſe onely hope thou att; 
and euery one of whole aftions, is 
Prayer, Happy is that man, who ſits 
in folitude and filence ; and ſtands 
ſill ypon his guard, day and night; 
and who, whileſt he is impriſoned 
inthis poore little body of his, may 
et be able in ſome proportion, to 
auca taſte of thy diuine ſweetnes. 

I beſcech thee, 6 Lord, by thoſe 
pretious wounds of thyne , which 
thouwertpleaſed to beare vpon thy i 
Croſle, for our faluation; and from 
whence that precious Blood did 
flow, whereby we are redeemed; be | 
pleaſed to wounde this finfull foule þ. 
of myne, fot which thou didft alſo ]' 
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} "the fiery and moſt puiſlant dart of 
{ | thy exceſſiuecharity . Forthe V Yord 
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e. VVound it with 


of God ts fivll of life , and efficacy ; andit 


more penetratine then any tharp , two 


edged ford. Thou art that choiſe 


arrow , and that moſt 'tharp ſword, 
which is able,by thy power,topearce 
through the hard buckler of mans 
hart. Strike through my hart, with 
the dart of thy loue, that my ſoule 
may ſay tothee: / am wounded with 


_ thy love. And doe it in ſuch ſort, as 


that out of this very wound of thy 
loue, abundice of tears may ſtreame 


 downe from mine eyes , day and 


night, Stricke through , O Lord, 
ſtrike through , I beſeeche thee, 
this moſt hard hart of mine, with 


the deare,, & ſtrong pointed launce 


of thy loue; and pearce downe yer 
more deepely into the meſt inte- 


_*riour parte of my foule, by the 


mighty power of thy hand. And fo 


mineeyes, atrue fountaine of rears, 

which. may continually flowe, 

trough my cxceſliuc loue, and de- 
TAS” 4, * H 


Plat. 


40s 


2 drawe forth out of this head of mine 
abundance of watcr ; and from theſe 


77 The Meditations iy 
feof the Rr of thy beauty. Ts | 
the end thatI may mourne, day and 1 
night, admittinge of no conforrt, till 
I &hall obteyne- ro ſce thee, in thy |} 
celeftiall bedd of tate : Thee, who | 
art my beloued, and. moſt beaurifall 
Spouſe, my Lord and my God. That 
beholding there (id the ſociety of 
{uchasthou haſt choſen) thar gto- \ 
_ $ious, find admirable, & moſtbeau- * 
tifullcountenanceof rhine, {which ' 
15topp full of all true ſweetenes,) i | 
may with-profound humility adore 
thy Maicſty. An then art laſt, bein 
teplenished, with the celeſtiall, and 
wnſpcakable-jubilation of crernal{ ') 
toy, 1 way cry-out with ſuchas loue | 
thee, and ſay: Beholde, that which 
{ aſpired too 5 1 ſee. That which f | 
hoped for, 1 hauc. That,which 4 defi- ; 
red, 1 inioy. For to him am 1 conjomned in | 
heauen,whome being yet onearthe , I lo- 
wed with my whole power: Fd imbraced 
with entire affection ; and inheared to, 
With inuinctbie loue, Him doe 1 praiſe, 
_ Adore, and bleſſe, who lineth C> rargneth, 
God, for ener, and for ener. Amen,  _ 
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not, thou didſt make vs with thy 
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A Prayer to be mail in 


ts affliction. 
Hi mercy on me, OTLord, 


have mercy on me , deer Lord, 


"have mercy on me , ' moſt miſcra- 
' ble finner, who commitr vnwor- 
*thythings, and doc endure fuch as 
I am worehy of; for I am-daily fin» 
\inge, and daily feeling the ſcourg 


of finn. 1f I conſider the cuill 


"which I commirr daily , it is noe 
great matter which I ſafer. Tr is 
; much wherein l offend, and ir'is 


little which 1 endure. Thos art 


"Juſt, O Lord , and thy indgmpent is 
_ wight ; all thy indgments are 16ſt and 
"pre. Thou art iuſt and trac, O 
'Lord our God, and there is nocint- 


quiry in thee. Thou , O mercifull 


"and Omaniportent Lord, doſt nec 


afli& vs ſinners, cruelly ; and 
vniuſtly. Bur when we weare 


H 


192 The Meditations 


as 


hand of power ; and when we were 
loſt, through our. owne faulc, thou 
dadſt admirablic reſtore vs by thy 
pitty and goodnes. I know} and am 
well aflured, that our life is not dri- 
ven on; byrash, and irregular mo- 
rions;bptir is diſpoſed, and gouer- 
ned by thee, OLord our God. So 
that thou haſta care of all, but eſpe- 
cially of chy ſernants, who haue pla- 
ced their whole hope in thy mercy. 
Ldoe therefore beſceche, and ham- 
bly pray thee , that thou wilt not 
proceed with me, according'to my 
fanns , whereby I hauc deſerucd thy 
wrathe z but \accordinge to thyne 
awne great mercy, which ſurpaſlech 
the (inns of the whole world. Thou 
© Lord, who. docſ inflict exterior 
punishments vpon vs, giueys inte- 
riot patience, which may ncuer faile; 
that ſothy praile may nor deparre 
from my mouth. Haue mercy onme 
© Lord; have mercy on me, and 
hhelpe me accordinge to what thou 
knoweſt to be oem 2th forme,borh 
in bedy and foule. For thou knoweft 
allchiogs;chou cant doe all things, 
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fnother Prayer to our Lord Tefus" 
- 3 . ix:Ous ite; | #7 FA, 


Lord Iefus Chriſte, the Sorne* 
\F#Z of the liucing God; who dideſt 
drinke vp that Challice of thy Pal(- 
fron., thou being exrended vpon thy 
Croſle; for the Redemption 'of alt 
mortall men ; vouchlafe this day te 
giue me helpe. Beholde T come 
poore to theewho art riche ; mile- 
rable; ro tlieewho art mercifull. Lec 
me nor gocemprty ; or deſpiſed from 
thee. I am hungry now when I be- 
ginn, lexrmenorgiue ouer ,empry of 
thee. Icometo thee almoſt ſtarned, 
ler mcnotdeparte from thee viifed ; 
and if now, bctore I can eat, 1 ſizhe; 
grant me a feaſt, after I have ighed, 
that Imay care. Firſt of all, O moſt 
fweere leſus, I confeolle myne owne 


iniuſtice againſt my ſelfe , before rhe 


magnificence of thy mercy. Behold 
O Lord, how | was conceaued and 
H. i 


borne in finne;5 and thou didſt wash 


me, and{anftify me, and afterthaty, 


Idid yerpollute my ſelfe with grea- 
rerfinnes;, For was. borne in Orig» 
nal firm , which was neceſſary to me, 
but afterwards 1 welred' in ami 
pan, which was voluntary. Yet thou: 
O:Lord; beinge not vamindfull of 
thy mercy; didſt take me from the 
howſe of my father-, of flesh and: 
blood; and outof the Tabernacless 
of ſinners , and-dift infpire me ro» 
follow thee, with | the generation. of 


them who ſeeks thy 'face and whai 


walke in the right way; and: who 
dwell |&-the Lillyes: of Cha- 
feity ; and who feed with thee , at 
the table of profound powerty.. And) 
I, vngratefull for ſo. many. bene-: 
fitts , did , after 1 had receaued 
Baptiſme , worke many wicked 
deeds, and committed many exe- 
crable crymes. And whereas b 
ought to-haue removed thoſe for- 
mer {1nns , I didafter , add new {inns 
tothole. ” 
;-: Theſe are my wickedneſſces, O- 
Lord , whereby I haue deshono- 
xcdthee , &defilediny felte, whome- 
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Imageand likencfſc, b; pride, vaine 


thync owne goodnes. 


of 8odugwtine, Whey 


ecreared .afrerthyne owne 


plory',' and a nomber of other 
{mns\, whereby my vnhappy:ſoule 
15-afliicted , rorne , and- deſtroyed. 
Bebold , O Lord, how. my aniquityes 
bane onergrowune my bad, and-hows: P{al. 
they oppreſſe:me , as any heauy burden 37+ 
michtdoe: And vnleſſe thou, whols 
propertyiris rohaue mercy, and ro 
orgiue, be pleaſed ro: pur the hand 
afrhy Maieſty vader me , I shallnop 
faile robe niſnbly drownedinthat 


ht 


bothomleſſepirt. PRs” 
Conſider ; Q Lord God; and ſes 


Lord, how long? Connert thy felfe to 
we, avd'deliner my foult, and fant 
me for thy mercyes {ake. Hane: mercy 
vpon thy Sonn, whome thou didſt 
ett wich noe ſmall ſorrow of 
thine, and doe not ſo conſider my: 
wickednes, as rhereby ro forgetr 
*44V-Yho is -thar- Father, vybichs 
oF H wu / 


176 The Meditations \ 
- willnotdeliner his Sonne? Or who 
is charSonne,, whome the Father | 
will not correct with 'the ſtaffe of 
pirty * Therefore, 'O my Father, 
and my Lord ,thoughit betrue that 
lama fnner, yer 1 leaue not, for 
all that,.to be thy Sonne, becauſe 
thou haſte bothmade me, and made + 
me agayne. As1 haue finned, ſodoe |, 
thou reforme me; and when thou 
Shalr haue mended me by: thy cor- 
-- + Feftion,. detiner me' then to thy 
hay. Sonne..: Can the Mother forgett the 
49. \ Child: of her uwvombe? Yet proton 
| that she could, thou haſt promiſed, 
O Father , that thou wilt not forgett 
him. «Hg 
Behold Icry out, and thou heareſt 
me not, I'am' tormented - with 
forrowe , and thou comforteſt me 
not. What can I ſay, or what shall 1 
doe, moſt wretched creature that I | 
am? lam viterly withour all com- | 
fort, and / am caſt of from the fight of , 
thyne eyes. Woc is me, from how great | 
happineſſe, into/how great miſery 
am 1 fallen? Whether was I gocinge, 
and yerwhere am I arrived ?'/Where 
am 1,or rather where am I nor? To 
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of $-Aupſire. "2p 
whomedid I aſpire, and yer now, 
whatkinde of chings be they , for 
whichT ſoſpire , and ſighe f have 


# ſought for happineſle, and behold 


I have mert' with infelicicy. Behbld 


' TJameven ar, ; and /c{1 is nor 


With me , & withour fayletis better 


forme norro bear all, chen:.nor'rs 


be with Jeſs; it is better forme nor 


tolincarall, then ro live. withou 


that true life. , 


Bur thou , O Lord [eſus, and Pſa. | 


wohat is become of thyne ancient mev- 
eyes? V Vile thou be angry ooith mefor 
ever, Be thou appealed, I befeeche 


thee, and hauc mercy on ne, and 


doe not turne thy face from me; 


me, did{t not turne thy face from 
ſuch as did reproach, 'and fpict at 
thee. Leonfefle that I haue fhnned, 
and thatmy conſcience calls for ng- 


- thing bur damnation ; and my pens 


mance will notferne for ſatisfationg 
bur yer itis certayne . rhat thy 'mer- 
£y doth ſurpaſſc all hknn, Do nor, T 
beſecche thee , moſt deer Lord, 
write vp my wickednes ayaink me, 


#0" the «nd thas thou _ enter into 


F 


P[a.94 
Pſ[a.6 


thou, who for the redecminge of 


Tob 1;. exat-account with thy ſernant : bit” | 
Pal. blott ont'mry miiquity ;" according to the” \ 
14. multittde of thy mercyes. Voc be 
P/al. viito me miſerable creature, when 
5o. the day of Indgment $hall come, 
and the | bookes of -conſcienees 
Shal be opened , and ir shal be faid 
to'tiie,” Behold che man ,and' hirwor: | 
hes: What shalit doe then, O Lord * 
my God ,vyvhen the heanens vvill 
reneale my' iniquityes , and whery 
the carch will raiſe vp againſt me? 
Bcholde,, I shalbe able ro make 
noc anſweare ; but my: head , han- 
ging downe through confuſion of 
face, I'shallſtand rrembling, and 
all confounded” before” thee, "Woe 
& me, vvretched creature ; vvhar 
Shall I ay? I vvill cry out ro thee, 
O Lord my God ! For vvhy should 
I conſume -my felfe with holding 
my peace ?/and yet if I ſpeake, "my 
greife vvillnor be appeafed.” But 
yet, howſocuer, if t hold my 7 
peace," F am inwardly tormented | 
yvith/ extreame bitcernes. Lamenr 
O my ſoule, as the Widowe' vſcch 
to doc, oner the: husband of her 
youth. Howle thor miſcrable crea- 
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"rare, and.cry ont , for as. muchas 


thy ſpouſe, whois, Chriſt our Lord, 
hath diſmiſſed hee. O thouwrathe: 
of.rhe Omnipotent, doc not. cush 


_ downe ypon me, for-1 am notable 


to.receaue thee. It is:notinall 


; he) po ver I haue , to. be:able ro 


endure thee. Haue, mercy-0n «me, 
lealt I deſpaire-, and grant that 1 
may re{pire in hope; and it Lhaue 
commirred that Be .vvhich: thou 
maiſte- condemne_,me.; yet/thow 
Haſte not loſt, that for. which 
thou art. 'vyont to ſauces finfull 
amen, | | 3 
\.. Thou, O Lord. , deſireſt not. the 
Aeath of a finner ,,nor doſt thou re- 
doyce in the .perdition of dyin 

foulcs; nay thou dyed(it. rhy: leis 
to the. end :that dead men mighe 
liue ; and» thy death+ hath ki 
the death of ſinners. And if 
they lived by thy death, I: bes 
ſeech thee ,;O Lord that 1 , by 
the meanes. of thy life ; may. nor 


:Sendifortb thy hand from oh 

highe , and take me out of thehand 

of mine cnimyes, tha;-they maynot 
| y 


E2ec. 
8 | 
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i$6 The Meditibions 
zcioice ouecr me, andiay 3» Ye haye 


, =» deaoxred. him. Who can diſtruſt of 


thy mercy, O doer /eſws, fincerhou 
dideſt redeeme vs, and reconcile vs 
to. God, by thy Blood, when we 
were thyne enimics ? Behold how, 
being protected vnder the shadowe 
ob.chy mercy, come runninge to 
thy Throne” ot glory, askinge per- 
don of chee, and crying out, and 
knockinge-,/till-chou- take pirtty of 
me.. For if thou haſte called vs ro 
rakerhe benefit of thy perdon when 
we foughticnor, how-much more 
Shall we obteyne it, when we ſceke 
nf Doe not, O moſt ſw.ere eſs, 
remember thy' Iuſtice againſt this 
finner, bur be mindfull of thy benig- 
nity. rowards thy creature. Be nor 
mindfull of chy wrarhe, againſt him 
whois guilcy ; bor be miadfull of 
w/w towards him who is in 
milery. Forget the proude wretch, 
who progokech ks andtake piccy 
pf chat miſerable man , who inuo- 
kerh thee. For what is Zeſ#s, bur « 
Saxionr; and therefore, O Teſs, I 

beſecche thee by thy ſelfe, riſe vp 

to help me, and lay vato my ſoulc, 
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| "Fame 
''O Lord 


of 5, Auguſtine. uu 
ladies T profiane mach 


admonished by that yoyce of rhyne 
I doc acke, ſeeke & knocke. And thou, 


QLord, who biddeſt me ache, make 
me receane ; thou whoe aduiſeſt me Ma- 
to ſceke , grant that I, may finde ; thou chab. 7 


who reacheſt me to knocks , open t& 
me,who am knockivge. And confirme 
me who am weake; reduce me who 
am loſt,raiſe me to life, whoam dead; 
& vouchſate, in thy good pleaſure, 
{oro goucrne my {eces,my thoughts, 
MAN ,and deeds, that from hence 
forch I may ſerue thee, and liwveto 
thee, and deliver my felfe wholy v 
into thy hand. I know, Omy Lor 
that for rhy onely haucinge made 
me, 1 owe thee all my ſelfe; and in 


.  thatthou vert made Man for me, 
_ and dideſt redeeme 'me ; 1 should 


owe ſo much more to thee , then 
my ſelfe { if I had mote ) as thou 
art greater then he, for whome thou 
gaueſt thy ſelfe. Bur behold I have 


no more, nor yet can I giue thee 


what I hauc, withourthee ;.but doe 


FI vpon thy goodnes; becauſe P/a.34 
| thyſelfereacherh me toacke, to ſerke, 1634 
and-to:knocke ; and therefore being 


18%; Fhe Meditations 
thoutake me, and drawe meto thy 
ſelfe, ro thy imitation-and lone; as 
already latmthync by creation, and 
condition: thou who: cuer liueſt and 
reigneſt, | 


tt... Mt. CY 


'E* Ay. XL. 
Another Prager to.God, 


O Lord God Ormnipotent ;vvho 
art*7 ime and Ore , vvho art 
alwaycs''in alf things , vvho vvert 
before altthings, and who art cuer 
ro be inallthings, God, to whome 
be praiſe for*euer ; to'thee doe'I 
commendforthis day,& for all my 
life herafcer ) my toule; my body, 
my fight , my heeringe; my taſte}, 
iy ſmell}, and tmy touch 3 All my 

thoughts, affeQions, ſpeaches, and 
aQions: all my exteriors , and itt- 
teriors'; my ſenfe ,*my vnderſtan- 
'ding, and my memory, my faith, 
my hope, and my perfeuerance,in- 


tothe handsof-thy power, by day 


Bs. of S. Auguſtine: it 
y | and night, andiin all howers and 
| amomentsS)/ 
| 

| 


|, Hearken to me, O-Holy, Tri- 
 nityyand conſerue me, & keepe me | 

| free: from all euill , from alt ſcan« 

dall, and from all mortall finne ; 

from all ambushes , and vexation 

of Deuills , and from all onr eni- 

|  myes , viſible , and inviſible ; by 

| rhe Prayers of the Patriarches , by 

| the Merits of the Prophets, by the 

' ſuffrages of the Apoſtles, by thecon- 

ftancy of the Martyrs, by the Cha- 

| ftiy of the Hirgins, and by the in- 

| rercefion of all the Saints, who haue 

| beenc. pleaſing to thee , ſince rhe 

' beginning, of the VVorld. Ex+ 

| bell. from me all boaſting of minde: 

| increaſe compunCtion of hart, di» 

|. minish my pride, and perfect thou 

| rrue 'humility in me. Stirr me vp 


ro shedd tears , mollify my hard, 
and Rony hart , deliver my ſoule, 
O Lord; from. all the trecheryes 
of myne enimyes ,.and conſcrue 
me in- thy will... Teach me, Q Plal. 
Lord , to doe thy will, for thor art my 142, 
Ged. 


vouchſafe to 


'Leſu: -veviry arr t0 
incerceade for me with him-}whoſe 
imo thou deſeruedſt to be 
Holy 1 ibadll'; holy Ga- 


| aell-:x9:you h 
kg = , and pres 


s\ and tts, 
yrs. . arid; non a $ "ud Les 


witts, Aonchs. Ins, and'of 
—_ Saiterc,) 1 preſume: 10 begg 
Pegs fares -who- wel you, 
byche contemplaien © homs 
make fupphcation ro 
himſelfe for-me 3-thar 1 may 
obteyne tobe delivered from the 


 lawes of the Deuill;and'fromerer- 
mall deaths Vouchſafe;-O - Lord; 
' to grant me-etennall. lifes according: 


to: thy ——— and rao. ag 0 


eg ner | 
+-©Lord- Jeſus Chriſte'; ; grant 
concord ro: Preiſe; and ro Kir $ 
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A wy thee ; | chat! ins” moyy 
_obt gyms peniuetabigt in theyr goods 
P21 one 2D Lordi 04 Eterodlb, 
inge., chifuy. ro. Virgins, ka ect 
no » ro, ſuch 2s Are: AeArcat 
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__GEPart | 

Tg: Sea,'to thy. 

” they may _continge in their” 

© to. them who are: bur. indifferenely” 

| good, that dehees mor -gunny yay 
: rothem whoare 


uber Re quckycoformethems 
S' clucs-- 4 $2059 
*Z nal moſt ſweere and moſ:mers 
_ eyfull. Lord © leſs: | Chriſte, 


pitry vpowall/, doe not ſuffer "me 
t:become'an aien from-thy mer- 
ex.-0 God;'thou Ki of Kinges, 
who * en me” his trace of 
liveing till now ; grant me deuo- 
tion an 26s lelfe ; Nurr 'vp 
in-me a aindowhich may earneft{y 
dekrre , and (ceke. thee ,/ and love 


P96 wine *heie-P Pra ers, ang: 
who- we commended 's emſclues 
ro-my' vaworthy ones , and. who 


have performed any office of chari- 
ey or) 'of mercy rowards me, 


| » and byrhe naturall affe- 
offlesh and blood, and as well 
allthey, whoarenowaliuc ,as thoſe 


andrhey allo who ace ioyncd to me 


3 | >roiptrapy brad pan oa 
R phat arricyler-manner 
\ "of thee, 0 id, hag wider: 


- 


£3Sagtt 


A 63d Av. 


L Eh , i A 
3 EA PL, " by iP 


V4 


- 


22 + 


ha, . 


Ws "© # 717 ho 56 


Mp 


OD 


TOO ANA S746 ARA 
Lag T: 4. - 
x 1 Y _ 


30 -Frabottb rail ge; 


OE es LN - 


v2 * 
HY. 


ms 2 


s A A 


Real am able ro con- 

_T; £is now 'paying to 

gf my hart, and 

oule,avd rhe life 

andend of all my intentions, leerthy 


| powerfull dignity ſupply thar, 
which my moſt > 4h xn 5.9/4 dorh 
endeauour.AndifT haue not yer de- 
ſerued fo much of thee”, ,as "chit 7 


may loue thee as 
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mo 
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# Fall t6-me:, 7which *hos bake be. 
1 viteryy of homes owne free: will, 
thar "ne thir honey 


ire, x with 
wert., O "moſt: } 
dull heauinefſe, into a _——— 


* entloue ofrhee. To this, O-moſt 
© mercyfull Lord , my prayer, myme- 


- mory , my, meditation of thy be- 
neficrs , doc. all tend”, that thou 
tc kiadlechy louein me. Thy 


Sa | 
be flch of other | 


—— 


; rhat T may come 
life. O my 


is troſt benigne 
ſan ro and 


es, mind 


dfull how thou 
hou 
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mc wil Bea erate 4 
Rope for rhe onely Khor evemry of 
= coming, & 1 defire theiglotious 


contemplation of 'rby face. 


' Woebevnto me, in thatl was nor ; 
ab CRT LAGLIER 

being hambled ro the conuer ation 
= Pk men ; 10 the end thar he wighr | 
exalt men, to che conueflagroy of | 


Shy aclalt, O wy ſoule.doeh ne 
"aha wefhrey erp ee 


4 Jar wakkr the Mn ofts oa yours 
hedrunck the birrernes of gall* Why 
arrchou nor in npaſſion of char 


cpmok thall I yt a were, which 
brake out ofthy molt-chaſte eyes 
when thou dideſt obſcrue, how r 
onely innocent Sonne, was'bo 
and ſcourged , - and flaine in- thy 
preſence? - - *, 
_ 1» VVhar tears $hall I beleeue to 
have bedewed » and bathed thy 
moſt ſweet holy-Face , when hoy 
dideſt beholdthat Sonne of thyne, 
who wasalſochy God; 8& thy 7-aaty 
exrended yponthe Croſle, without 
Faltof hy ?and thar flesh, which © 
T] wne owne flesh, robe ſo | 
*rorne*, by > wretched | 
With whackindeoffobbing | 


K 


Shall I conceauc thy -m 


e Soren: -have | beene- torne, 
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196 The Meditations 
bleſſed body 3:1 neuer kiffed thoſe 
places:of rhy wounds, &'that pear- 
cinge” of the nayles ; - Fneucr ba- 
thed thoſe ouertures ofrhyerue, thy 
admirable, thy incſtimable, and in- 
comparable Flesh and Blood; with 
therearsof ioy. When wilt thou c6+ 
fort\me, -and when wilr thou giue 
me cauſe to;conteyne this ſorrow of 
mine?For indeed this forrow will 
notend in.me, as long as Ishall be in 
_ Pilgrimage from my Lord. 

Woe bero me, O Lord, woe be 
ro'-rivy foule ; for-thouwho arr rhe 
comforter therof, 'dideſt- goe thy 
wayes ourof rhis world, without fo 
much as biddeing me farewell. whe 
thou dideſt purt chy ſelf vpon thoſe 
new wayes of thyne , thou' ganeſt thy 
bleſſing to thy ſeruants ; Luc I was 
not'there. Thow wert carried vp to 
_—_ in a nw) xk A not. 

e its fed , that woul- 
deſt Ge heard rhem nor. 
What shall I ſay , what $hall T doe, 
wherher shall & goe, where 5hall I 
ſeeke him; & when-$hall I find him? 
Whome shaltI aske; Who will declare 


| of S. Anguſlice; 19F 


%* 


_ Theioy of myharr is gone. My mirth 
F; 9s 0 GTA My very flesh 
| " and mybarthaxe fainted, O thou God of 


hart, and : God, who art 
þ-/oad for Er A foule hath "ufo - 
ſed to be Conforted , vnleſſe it: be by 
thee, my true fweercnes, For what 
haue [ to care for iu heanen but thees: 
and what hane- 7 deſired on earth but 


thee ? It is thon, whome I delire, 


for whome I-hope, and whome I 
ſecke : To thee my harr doth fay, 


] _ T will ſeeke thy corntenance 5 and- 1 


will ſeeke it agayne. Or turne thow- 
#ot thy face from me. | 


O thou moſt benigne louer Wo: 


mankinde, ts thee the poore creature 

is lefte , thou art the helper of the Or 

ow O' chou' my ſafe Aduocate; 
au 


e mercy on me ,who am a forſa- 


ken Orphan. I am left as a pupil: 


withour a father ; my ſoule is as {oli- 
tary as a Widowe. Behold the rears of 
my deſolation, and widowchoode, 
which T offer thee, rill ſuch tyme as 
thou shalt rerurne. Come therfore; 
Lord; come now, appeare to me; 
and I shalbe comforted: Aﬀord me 


thy preſence, and-1 shall haue-ob» 
Li 


wy 
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x93 8\ The -negrpara : 
reyned' my defire. Reucale thyglos 
ry; and 1-shall-be in Cbedd oy: | 
'O-how: abundantly doth my very flech 
thirſt afterthee. My ſonte hath thifted 
towards God , wvuho is the [.ucinge 
fountayne... VV hen thall, 1 come and 
appeare before the Face of our Lord? 
Vhen vvitt.chou: come , O my, 
comforter , .whome I .am- expcc- 
tinge 7'O that I might be ſure r0 
fee that ioy , Which 1. defire.  O 
that 1 might me ſatiated , vyhen thy 
| g#7 Shall appeare , of which I have 
o great hunger. O.that.{ might be 
wnebriazett,\by that ſpringinge plenty of 
| ich®I {lighe; 
V ” waive me to 
bepaly of -the.correne| of chy 
pleaſure, which I thirſt after. O 
Lord , let my tears-in..the meane 
whyle , be my bread , day and night, 
rill ſuch ryme as-it may be ſaid to 
me , Zchold thy Ged ; till my ſoule 
may. hear this word , Beholde thy 
Spenſe. Feed me in the meanetyme 
with my fighes , refresh me with 
my ſorrowes. 


Perhapps my. Redecmer will 


STS. - 4 "3 


a 1% # _” 


© of $, Auguſtine. 799 


"come, becauſe = is-good ; and he 
- vill not. ſtay long behinde , vyho- 


| © was here from, the beginnioge,. T0: 


hiny.be glory ; for Ecuct- s and. for- 
CUucr.. Amen, \\1x>3e, Hol 


DE®O GRATIAS!' 


The end of the Meditations 5c) 
Saint Auguſtine, 
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